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READER, 


THIS Enchiridion I preſent thee 
with, is the fruit of ſolitude : a ſchool 
few care to learn in, though none 
inſtructs us better. Some parts of 
it are the reſult of ſerious reflection, 
others the flaſhings of lucid intervals, 
written for private ſatisfa&tion, ani 
now publiſhed for an help to human 
conduct. 

The author bleſſeth God for his 
retirement, and kiſſes that gentle 
hand which led him into it: for 
hough it ſhoald prove barren to the 
yorld, it can = do ſo to him. 
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11 PREFACE. 


He has now had ſome time he 
could call his own, a property. he 
was never ſo much maſter of before: 
in which he has taken a view of 
himſelf and the world; and obſerved 
wherein he hath hit and miſſed the 
mark ; what might have been done, 
what mended, and what avoided in 
his human conduct: together with 
the omiſſions and exceſſes af others, 
as well ſocieties and governments, 
as private families and perſons. And 
he verily thinks, were he to live 
over his life again, he could nat 
only, with God's grace, ſerve him, 
but his neighbour. and himſelf, better 
than he hath done, and have ſeven 
years of his time to ſpare. And 
yet, perhaps, he hath not been the 
worſt or the 1dleſt man in the world; 

nor is he the oldeſt. And this is the 
"rather ſaid, that it might quicken 
thee, reader, to loſe none of the 
time that 1s yet thine, 
Then 
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There is nothing of which we are 
apt to be fo laviſh as of time, and 
about which we ought to be more 
ſolicitous ; ſince without it we can 
do nothing in this world. Time is 
what we want moſt, but what, alas! 
we uſe worſt ;- and for which God 
will certainly moſt ſtrictly reckon 
with us, when time ſhall be no more. 

It is of that moment to us in 
reference to both worlds, that I can 
hardly wiſh any man better, than 
that he would ſeriouſly conſider what 
he does with his time; how and 
to what end he -employs; it; and 
what returns he makes to God, his 
neighbour, and himſelf for it. Will he 


Andi never have a ledger for this; this, the 
n the greateſt wiſdom and work of life ? 
orld; To come but once into the world, 


and trifle away our true enjoyment 
of it, and of ourſelves in it, is 
lamentable indeed. This one reflec- 
tion would yield a thinking perſon 

a 2 great 


ir PREPACE. 
8 And, fince nothing 4 
low man can ſo think, man in 
being thoughtleſs muſt needs fall 
below himſelf. And that, to be fure, 
fach do, as are unconcerned m the 
aſe of their moſt precious time. 
This is but too evident, if we 
will allow ourſelves to conſider, that 
there is hardly any thing we take 
by the right end, or improve to its 
uſt 


advantage. 
We underſtand little of the works 
of God, either in nature or grace. 
We purſue falſe knowledge, and 


miſtake education extremely. We Re 
are violent in our affections; confuſed think 
and immethodical in our whole life; WM turn © 
ing that a burthen which was and b. 
given for a bleſſing ; and ſo of litile paſſag 
comfort to ourſelves or others ; begos 
inifapprehending the true notion of Bl correc 
happinefs, and ſo tiſſing of the right BW condu 
uſe of life, and way of happy living. the ne 
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PREFACE. * 
And untik we are perſuaded ta 
ſtop, and ſtep, a little aſide, out of 
the noiſy erowd and incumbering 
hurry of the world; and calmly take 
a proſpe& of things, it will be im- 
poſſible we ſhould be able to make 
a right judgment of ourſelves, or 
know our own miſery, But after 
we have made the juſt reckonungs, 


which retirement walh * ek 
we ſhall begin to think the 
in great meaſure, mad, and that we 
have been in à ſort of bedlam all 
this while. 
Reader, whether young or 
think it not tod ſoon or too late to 
turn over the leaves of thy paſt life x 
and be ſure to fold down where any 
paſſage of it may affect thee 3 and 
below thy remainder” of time, ta 
correct thoſe faults in thy future 
conduct, be it in relation to this or 
the next life, What thou would 
do, if what thou haſt done were to 
F A3 ® do 


vi PREFACE. 
do again, be ſure to do as long as 
thou liveſt, upon the like occaſions, 
Our reſolutions ſeem to be vigo- 
rous, as often as we reflect upon our 
paſt errors ; but, alas! they are apt 
to flag again upon freſh temptations 

to the ſame things. 
The author does not pretend to 
deliver thee an exact piece; his 
buſineſs not being oſtentation, but 
charity. It is miſcellaneous in the 
matter of it, and by no means ar- 
tificial in the compoſure. But it 
contains hints, that may ſerve thee 
for texts to preach to thyſelf upon, 
and which comprehend much of the 
courſe of human life: ſince whether 
thou art parent or child, prince or 
ſubject, maſter or ſervant, ſingle or 
married, publick or private, mean 
or honourable, rich or poor, proſpe- 
rous or unproſperous, in peace or 
controverſy, in buſineſs or ſolitude ; 
whatever be thy inclination or aver- 
= ſion, 
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PREFACE vii 
ſion, practice or duty, thou wild find 
ſomething not unſuitably ſaid for 


thy direction and 3 Ac- 
cept and improve what deſerves thy 


notice; the reſt excuſe, and place to 


account of goodwill to thee and the 
whole creation of God, 


world 
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IGNORANCE. 
1. IT is admicable to confider 
houe many millions of people 
come into, and go out of the world. 


ignorant of themſelves, and of tha 
world they have lived in. 


2. If 


w REFLECTIONS 
2. If one went to ſee Windſor- 
Caſtle, or Hampton Court, it would 
be ſtrange not to oblerve and remem- 
ber the ſituation, the building, the 
gardens, fountains, &c. that make up 
the beauty and pleaſure of ſuch a ſeat. 
And yet few people know them- 
ſelves : no, not their own bodies; 
the houſes of their minds, the moſt 
curious ſtructure of the world; a 
living, walking tabernacle ; nor the 
world of which it was made, and 
out of which it was fed, which 
would be ſo much our benefit, as 
well as our pleaſure to know. We 
cannot doubt of this when we are 
told that the © inviſible things of 
God are brought to light by the 
things that are ſeen; and conſe- 
quently we read our duty in them 
as often as we look upon them, 
to him that is the great and wiſe 
author of them, if we look as we 
ſhould do, 5 
3. The 


AND MAXIMS. tt 
3. The world is certainly a great 
and ſtately volume of natural things, 
and may be not improperly ſtiled the 
hieroglyphicks of a better ; but, 
alas, how very few leaves of it do 
we ſeriouſly turn over! This ought 
to be the ſubject of the education of 
our youth ; who, at twenty, when 
they ſhould be fit for buſineſs, know 
little or nothing of it. 
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EDUCATION. 


4. We are in pain to make them 
ſcholars, but not men; to talk, rather 
than to know ; which is true canting. 

5. The firſt thing obvious to 
children is what is ſenſible ; and 
that we make no part of their rudi- 
ments, 

6. We preſs their memory too 
ſoon, and puzzle, ſtrain, and load 
them with words and rules to know 

: grammar 
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grammar andrhetorick, and a ſtrange 10 
tongue or twa, that it is ten to one Zins, 
may never be uſeful to them; leaving her 
their natural genius to mechanical, ef be 
and phyſical, or natural knowledge, 11 


- uncultixated and neglected; which longe 
would be of exceeding uſe and earth, 


pleaſure to them through the whole tive, 
courſe of their life. tants, 

7. To be ſure, languages are not ſeaſon 
to be deſpiſed or neglected; but, Heir! 
things are ſtill to be preferred, be bet 

8. Children had rather be mak- terne 
ing of tools and inſtruments of play ; MW Foodr 
ſhaping, drawing, framing and build. throug 
ing, &c, than getting ſome rules af forms 
propriety of ſpeech. by heart: and of its 
thoſe alſo would follow with more Where 
judgment, and leſs trouble and time, MW legible 

9. It were happy if we ſtudied 12, 
nature more in natural things; and 
acted according to nature: whoſe 
rules are few, plain, and moſt rea- 
ſonable. 


10. Let 
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10. Let us begin where ſhe be- 
Zins, go her Pace, and clofe always 
where ſhe ends, and we cannot maſs 


ical of being pood naturaliſts, 
dge, 11. The creation would not be 
hich longer a riddle to us. The heavens, 


and earth, and waters, with their refpec- 
hole tive, various, and numerous inhabi- 


tants, their productions, natures, 
ſeaſons, ſympathies, and antipathies, 


ö 

= their uſe, benefit, and pleaſure, would 

be better underſtood by us; and an 

nak- eternal wiſdom, power, majeſty, and 
lay; goodneſs, very conſpicuous to us, 
aild- through thoſe ſenſible and pulling 
es of forms : the world wearing the 

and of its Maker, whoſe ſtamp is every 
more where viſible, and the characters very 
ime, legible to the children of wiſdom. 
1died 12. And it would go a great way 
and to caution and direct people in their 
(hoſe uſe of the world, that they were bet- 
rea- ter ſtudied and known in the crea- 


tion of it. 18 
13. For 
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13. For how could men find the 
confidence to abuſe it, while they 
ſhould ſee the great Creator ſtare 
them in the face, in all and every 
part thereof ? 

14. Their ignorance makes them 
inſenſible; and to that inſenſibility 
may be aſcribed their hard uſage of 
ſeveral parts of this noble creation, 
that has the ſtamp and voice of a 
Deity every where, and in every 
thing to the obſerving. | 

15. It is a pity, therefore, that 
books have not been compoſed for 
youth, by. ſome curious and careful 
naturaliſts, and alſo mechanicks, in 
the Latin tongue, to be uſed in 
{chools, that they might learn things 
with words : things obvious and fa- 
miliar to them, and which would 
make the tongue eaſier to be ob- 
tained by them. 

16. Many able gardeners and 
huſbandmen are ignorant of the * 

on 
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ſon of their calling; as moſt artifi- 
cers are of the reaſon of their. own 
rules that govern their excellent 
workmanſhip. But a naturaliſt and 
mechanick, of this ſort, is maſter 
of the reaſon of both, and might be 
of the practice too, if his induſtry kept 


pace with his ſpeculation :; which 


were very. commendable ; and with- 
out which he cannot be ſaid to be 
a complete naturaliſt or mechanick. 
17. Finally, if man be the index 
or epitome of the world, as philoſo- 
phers tell us, we have- only to read 
ourſelves well, to be learned in it. 
But becauſe there is nothing we leſs 
regard than the characters of the 
Power that made us, which are ſo 
clearly written upon 'us, and the 
world he has given us, and can beſt 
tell us what we are and ſhould be; 
we are even ſtrangers to our own 
genius: the glaſs in which we ſhould 
ſee that true, inſtructing, and agreable 
1 var 
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variety, which is to be obſerved in 
nuture, to che admirution of that 


wiſdlom, and adorution of tit power, the 
which made us all. hay 
value 
2 21, 
5 : of hin 
_ 3 


18. And yet 2 „ not he 
be full of — inſte him we co 
thut made what we ſo much value; comp 
and but for whom we can have no his we 
reaſon to value ourſelves. For e memb: 
have mothing that we can call out WW depenc 
own; no, not ourſelves : for we are 
all but tenants, and at will too, 'of ſeveral 
the great Lord of ourſelves and the I how n 
reſt of this greatfarm, the world tha i diffuſe: 
we live upon. by mo 

19. But, methinks, we cannot an- tible p 
ſwer M to ourſelves, as well as our Ut 15 t 
Maker, that we ſhould live and die unſpeal 

rant of ourſelves, and thereby {ets al 
of him, and the obligations we are emule! 
under to him for ourſelves. 
20. 
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20. If the worth of a gift ſets the 
obligation, and directs the return of 
the party that receives it, he that is 
ignorant of it, will be at a lols to 
value it, and the giver for it. 

21. Here is man in his ignorance 
of himſelf : he knows not how to ei- 
timate his Creator, becauſe he knows 
not how to value his creation. If 
we conſider his make, and lovely 
compoſiture, the ſeveral ſtories of 
his wonderful ſtructure, his divers 
members, their order, function, and 
dependency ; the inſtruments of 
food, the veſſels of digeſtion, the 
ſeveral tranſmutations it paſſes, and 
how nouriſhment 1s carried and 
diffuſed throughout the whole body, 
by moſt intricate and impercep- 
tible paſſages ; how the animal ſpi- 
rit is thereby refreſhed, and, with 
unſpeakable dexterity and motion, 
ſets all parts at work to feed 
themſelves ; and, laſt of all, how the 

B rational 
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rational ſoul is ſeated in the animal, 
as its proper houſe, as is the animal 
in the body; 1 ſay, if this rare fa- 
brick alone were but conſidered by 
us, with all the reſt by which it is fed 
and comforted, ſurely man would 
have a more reverent ſenſe of the 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs of 
God, and of that duty he owes to 
him for it. But if he would be 
acquainted with his own ſoul, its 
noble faculties, its union with the 
body, its nature and end, and the 
providences by which the whole 
frame of humanity is preſerved, he 
would admire and adore his good 
and great God. But man 1s become 
a ſtrange contradiction to himſelf; 
but it is of himſelf, not being by 
conſtitution, but corruption, ſuch, 
22. He would have others obey I great 1 
him, even his own kind; but he wil he that 
not obey God, that is ſo much with w 
above him, and who made him. 1 he app 
23. He 


23. He will loſe none of his 
authority; no, not bate an ace of 
it. He is humourſome to his wife, 
he beats his children; is angry. with 
with his ſervants, ſtrict with his 
neighbours, revenges all affronts to 
extremity ; but, alas ! forgets all the 
while that he 15 the man ; and is 
more in arrear to God, that is ſo ve- 
ry patient with him, than they are 
to him, with whom he is ſo ſtrict and 
impatient. 

24. He is curious to waſh, dreſs, 
and perfume his body, but careleſs 
of his ſoul ; the one ſhall have many 
hours, the other not ſo many minutes ; 
this ſhall have three or four new ſuits 
in a year, but that muſt wear its old 
clothes ſtill. . 

25. If he be to receive or ſee a 
great man, how nice and anxious is 
he that all things be in order ; and 
with what reſpe& and addreſs does 
he approach and make his court ? 

B 2 But 
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But to Gad, how dry, and formal, 
and conſtrained in his devotion ? 
26. In his prayers he ſays, * thy 
will be done“ but means his own ; 
at leaſt acts fo. | 

27. It is too frequent to begin 
with God, and end with the world. 


an in 


But he js the good man's beginning H 30 
and end, his Alpha and Omega, tion i 
neſs n 
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28. Such is now become our doli· ¶ correc 
eaey, that we will not eat ordinary BY warnir 
meat, nor drink ſmall palled liquor; ¶ cautio 
we muſt have the beſt and the belt 31. 
eoolced for our bodies, while our ſoul licity ; 
feed on empty or corrupted things. 

29. In ſhort, man 1s ſpendin al 
upon a bare houſe, and hath little or 
no furniture within to recommend it; 
which is preferring the cabinet before 
the jewel; a leaſe of ſeven years * 
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an inheritance. So abſurd a thing is 
man, after all his proud ptetenees to 
wit and underſtanding. 


INCONSIDERATION. 


30. The want of due eonſidera - 
tion is the cauſe of all the — 2 * 
neſs man brings upon himſelf, For 
his ſecond thoughts. rarely agree 
with his firſt ; which paſs not with 
| out a conſiderable retrenchment ot 
correction. And yet that ' ſenſible 
warning is, too frequently, not pre- 
caution enough for his future conduct. 

$1. Well may we ſay, Our infe- 
lieity is of ourfelves;? ſince there is 
nothing we do that we ſhould net 
do, but we know it, ant] yet do it. 


B3 DISAP- 
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' DISAPPOINTMENT. AD e 
RESIGNATION. _ map 

32. For diſappointments, that 37. 
come not by our own folly, they are ¶ paſſio! 
the trials or corrections of heaven : MI That 
and it is our own fault, if they prove ¶ diſcip 
not our advantage. than a 


33. To repine at them does not 
mend the matter: it is only to grum- 
ble at our Creator. But to ſee the 
hand of God in them, with an 
Humble ſubmiſſion to his will, is the 38. 
way to turn our water into wine, that ar 
and engage the greateſt love and is thei: 
mercy on our fide. might) 

34. We muſt needs diſorder our- ¶ his ow 
ſelves, if we only look at our loſſes. . 39. 
But if we conſider how little we in ſuch 
deſerve what is left, our paſſion will {Wtice : f 
cool, and our murmurs will tur the tim 
into thankfulneſs. enough 

35. If our hairs fall not to the ¶ keep it 
ground, Jeſs do we, or our ſubſtance, | 49. 
without God's providence, on thin 

| | 36. Nor 
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36. Nor can we fall below the 
arms of God, how low ſoever it be 
we fall. 

37. For though our Saviour's 
paſſion 1s over, his compaſſion 1s not. 
That never fails his humble ſincere 
diſciples. In him they find more 
than all that they loſe in the world. 


—— 
MURMURING. 


38. Is it reaſonable to take it ill 
that any body deſires of us that which 
is their own ? All we have is the Al- 
mighty's: and ſhall not God have 
his own when he calls for it? 

39. Diſcontentedneſs is not onl 
in ſuch a caſe ingratitude, but iu 
tice: for we are both unthankful for 
the time we had it, and not honeſt 
enough to reſtore it if we could 
keep it. 

40. But it is hard for us to look 
on things in ſuch a glaſs, and at ſuch 
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a diſtance from this low world ; and Ml bling | 
yet it is our duty, and would be our the ut 
wiſdom and our glory, to do ſo, and re 
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41. We are apt to be very pert Wl their c 
at cenſuring others, where we will WM money 
not endure adviee ourſelves. And 
nothing ſhews our weakneſs more; 
than to be ſo ſharp fighited at ſpying 
other mens faults; and ſo purblind 
about our own. 
42. When the aftions of a neigh- 
bour ate upen the ſtage; we ean have 
all our wits about us, are ſo quick 
and critical we can ſplit an hairy and 
find out every failure and infirmity; 
but are without feeling, or haye but 
very little ſenſe of our own. ; 
43. Much of this comes from il 
nature, as well as from an inordinatt 
value ef ourſelves : for we love oO 
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bling better than home, and blaming 
the unhappy rather than covering 
and relieving them. 

44. In ſuch occaſions ſome ſhew 
their malice; andare witty upon miſ- 
fortunes ; others their juſtice, they 
can reflect apace; but few or none 
their charity, eſpecially if it be about 
money matters, 

45. You ſhall ſee an old thiſer 
come forth with a ſet gravity, and fo 
much ſeverity againſt the diſtreſſed, to 
excuſe his purſe, that he will, e*er he 
has done, putit out of allqueſtion that 
riches is righteouſneſs with him. 
This,“ ſays he is the fruit of your 
prodigality, (as if, poor man, cove · 
touſneſs were no fault) or of your pro- 
jects, or graſping after a great trade: 
while he himſelf would have done 
the ſame thing, but had not the cou - 
rage to venture ſo much ready money 
out of his own truſty hands, though 
it had been to have brought = 
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back the Indies in return. But the 


eeive 


proverb is juſt, « Vice ſhould not BY ployn 
correct ſin.“ thou 
46. They have a right to cenſure purch 
that have a heart to help: the reſt is M found 
cruelty, not juſtice, 
oo. 
| FRU 
BOUNDS OF CHARITY. £0 
47. Lend not beyond thy ability, {Wlity is 
nor refuſe to lend out of thy ability; {Wleavin 
eſpecially when it will help others ¶ laſt be 
more than it can hurt thee. others 
48. If thy debtor be honeſt and the lat 
capable, thou haſt thy money again, Wwithou 
if not with increaſe, with praiſe. If Boch 
he prove inſolvent, do not ruin him tempe 


to get that which it will not ruin is four 
thee to loſe: for thou art but a 51. 
ſteward, and another is thy owner, be cur; 
maſter, and judge. exceſs; 
49. The more merciful acts thou other, 
doſt, the more mercy thou wilt re- ¶ mean; 
Celve ; ¶ bappin 
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ecive : and if with a charitable em- 
ployment - of thy temporal riches, 
thou gaineſt eternal treaſure, thy 
purchaſe is infinite: thou wilt have 
found the art of multiplying indeed. 


＋ Oo o- 


FRUGALITY OR BOUNTY. 
50. Frugality is good, if libera- 
lity is joined with it. The firſt is 
leaving off ſuperfluous expenſes; the 
laſt beſtowing them to the benefit of 
others that need. The firſt without 
the laſt begins covetouſneſs; the laſt 
without the firſt begins prodigality. 
Both together make an excellent 
temper. Happy the place where that 
1s found. | 
51. Were it univerſal, we ſhould 
be cured of two extremes, want and 
exceſs: and the one would ſupply the 
other, and fo bring both nearer to a 
mean ; the juſt degree of earthly 
lappineſs, 
52. It 
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2. It is & reproach to reli 10 
7 government, to ſuffer ſo — 
poverty and exceſs. 
$3. Were the ſupetfluities of 1 
nation valued; and made a perpetual 
tax or benevolence ; there would be 
more alms- houſes than poor, ſchools | 
than ſcholars, and enough to ſpare 
for government beſides. 
54. Hoſpitality is good, if the 
r ſort are the ſubjects of out 
— z elſe too near a ſuperſſuity. 


K -o. . 
DISCIPLINE. 


5 If thou would be happy ani 
y in thy family, above all thing 
obſerve diſcipline. 

56. Every one in it ſhould knoy 
their duty; and there ſhould be 
time and place for every thing; and 
whatever elſe is done or omitted, br 
ſure to begin and end with God. 
INDUSTRY, 
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_ INDUSTRY, 

x7. Love labour: for if thou doſt 
> of » not want it for food thou mayeſt for 
petual phyſick, It is wholeſome for thy 
ald be body, and good for thy mind. It 


Wprevents the fruits of idleneſs, which 
my times comes of nothing to do, 
and leads too many to do what is 
arſe than nothing. 

58. A garden, an elaboratory, a 
orkhouſe, improvements, and bree- 
ling, are pleaſant and profitable di- 
erſions to the idle and ingenious ; 
or here they miſs ill company, and 
onverſe with nature and art: whoſe 
arieties are * grateful and 
ſtructing, and preſerve a good 
onſtitution of body and mind. 


TEMPRRAN CR. 
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TEMPERANCE. 


59. To this a ſpare diet contri. 
butes much. Eat therefore to live, 
and do not live to eat. That is like 
a man, but this below a beaſt. 

60, Have wholeſome, but not 
coſtly food ; and be rather cleanly 
than dainty in ordering it. 

61. The receipts of cookery an 
ſwelled to a volume, but a good ſto- 
mach excels them all: to which no- 
thing contributes more than induſtij 
and temperance. 

G2. It is a cruel folly to offer up 
to oſtentation ſo many lives of crea- 
tures, as make up the ſtate of our 
treats; as it 1s a prodigal one to 
ſpend more in ſauce than in meat. 

63. The proverb ſays, * That 
enough is as good as a feaſt ; but 
it is certainly better, if ſuperfluit) 
be a fault, which never fails to be 
Rs... 
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64. If thou riſe with an appetite 
hou art ſure never to fit down with- 


but one. 
65. Rarely drink but when thou 


contri- 
to live, 


is like art dry; nor then, between meals, if 
4. it can be avoided. 
zut not 66. The ſmaller the drink, the 
cleanlyMfclearer the head, and the cooler the 
blood ; which are great benefits in 
ery au temper and buſineſs, 
pod ſto· 67. Strong liquors are good at 
ich no · ¶ me times, and in ſmall proportions, 
nduſti Meing better for phyſick, than food; 
or cordials, than common uſe. 
offer ꝗf 68. The moſt common things are 
of eres · ¶ The moſt uſeful: which ſhews both 
of ou he wiſdom and goodneſs of the great 
one Lord of the family of the world. 
meat. 69. What, therefore, he has made 
cc Thafghare, do not thou uſe too commonly, 
iſt; bußeſt thou ſhouldſt invert the uſe and 
zerfluity{rder of things, become wanton and 
Is to be oluptuous, and thy bleſſings prove 


i Curſe, 


64.1 70. * Let 
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70. * Let nothing be loſt,” (aid 
our Saviour; but that is loſt that is 
miſuſed. 

71, Neither urge another to that 
thou wouldſ be unwilling to do thy- 
ſelf; nor do thyſelf what looks to 
thee unſeemly and intemperate in 
another, 

72. Allexceſsis ill; butdrunkenne( 
is the worſt ſort. It ſpoils health, diſ- 
mounts the mind, and unmans men. 
It reveals ſecrets, is quarrelſome, 
laſcivious, impudent, dangerous, and 
mad. In fine, he that is drunk is not 


a man: becauſe he is ſo long void df 


reaſon, that diſtinguiſhes a man fron 
a beaſt, 
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APPAREL. 


73. Exceſs in apparel is — 
coſtly folly, The very trimming 
the vain world — 3 clothe all i 
naked One. 


74+ Chuk 


[+ 
one 
plain 
neithe 
and fo 
pride. 


75. 
15 {ui 
the pod 
76. 
“The! 
« withi 
be of 


bodies, 


munion 
77. 


meekne 
and cha 


he plair 
nd wit] 


hines. 


78. J 
re ſo ra 


orchead 
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74. Chooſe thy clothes by thine 


own eyes, not another's. 'The more 
plain and ſimple they are the better; 
neither unſhapely, nor fantaſtical ; 
and for uſe and decency, and not for 
pride. 


5. If thou att clean and warm, it 
F faflicient 1 for more doth but rob 
the poor, and pleaſe the wanton, 

76. It 1s ſaid of the true church, 
«The King's daughter 1s all glorious 
« within.” Let our care, therefore 
be of our minds, more than of our 
bodies, if we would be of her com- 
munion 

77. We are told with truth, That 
meekneſs and modeſty are the rich 
ind charming attire of the foul : and 
he plainer the dreſs, the more diſtinct, 

ad with greater luſtre, their beauty 
lines, 

78. It is great pity ſuch beanties 
re to rare, and thoſe of Jezebel's 
orchead are ſo common, whoſe dreſ- 

G {es 
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ſes are incentives to luſt ; but bars, 
inſtead of motives, to love or virtue. 


„ooo 


RIGHT MARRIAGE. 


79. Never marry but for love; but 
fee that thou loveſt what is lovely. 

80. If love be not thy chiefeſt 
motive, thou wilt ſoon grow weary of 
a married ftate, and ſtray from thy 
promiſe, to ſearch out thy pleaſure 


in forbidden places. 

81. Let not enjoyment leſſen, bu 
augment, affection: it being the ba- 
feſt of paſſions to like when we have 
not, what we ſlight when we poſlels, 

82. It is the difference betwixt 
haſt and love, that this is fixed, that 
volatile. Love grows, luſt waſtes, by 
enjoyment: and the reaſon is, tha 
one ſprings from an union of ſouls, 
and the other ſprings from an uni 


of ſenſe. 
83, The) 
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bars, 83. They have diverſe originals, 
irtue. and fo are of different families: that 
inward and deep, this ſuperficial ; 
this tranſient, and that permanent. 
84. 'They that marry for money, 
cannot have the true ſatisfaction of 
e; but WW marriage; the requiſite means being 
vely. W wanting. | 
hiefel 85. Men are generally more 
eary 0! WH careful of the breed of their horſes 
m thy and dogs, than of their children. 
eaſures 86. Thoſe muſt be of the beſt ſort, 
for ſhape, ſtrength, courage and good 
conditions ; but as for theſe, their 
own polterity, money ſhall anſwer 


en, but 
the ba- 


ye have Hall things. With ſuch, it makes the 
poſlels. Ferooked ſtraight, ſets ſquint- eyes 
betwin Wight, cures madneſs, covers folly, 
ed, that changes ill conditions, miends the 
ſtes, by ein, gives a ſweet breath, repairs 
18, that Wionours, makes young, works won- 
of ſouls, Wers. 

m wn BY 87. O how ſordid is man grown! 


nan, the nobleſt creature of the 


z. The) C 2 world, 
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world, as a God on earth, and the 


9, 
image of him that made it ; thus to bo 
miſtake earth for heaven, and wor. MW te cu 
ſhip gold for God! movec 

| | only g 
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humſel! 

AVARICE. 1 

88. Covetouſneſs is the greatel looks 1; 

of monſters, as well as the root of all nim. 

evil. I have once ſeen the man tha Weompar 
died to fave charges! What! Give Mor allt 
ten ſhillings to a doctor, and have a He con 
apothecary's bill beſides, that maj they lea 
come to I know not what !* No, no Han we: 
he: valuing life leſs than twentyWhought 
ſhillings. But, indeed ſuch a mal Waxes ; a 
could not well ſet too low a priced an 
upon himſelf ; who, though he lvelBWiving + 
up to the chin in bags, had rather drMWhnarkets, 
than find in his heart to open one ut docs 
them,to help to ſave his life. e lives 
89. Such a man is felo de ſe,” and inſupp 
deſerves not Chriſtian burial. emper þ, 


90. U 


| the 


us to 
Wor- 


reatelt 
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Ge 
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it maj 
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2155 
ther di 
one d 


| ſe 1 and 


** 


AND MA XIMS. 37 


90. He is a common nuiſance, a 
weyer acroſs the ſtream, that ſtops 
the current, an obſtruction, to be re- 
moved by a purge of the law. The 
only gratification he gives his neigh- 
bours, is to let them ſee that he 
himſelf is as little the better for what 
he has, as they are. For he always 
looks like Lent ; a fort of Lay-Mi- 
nim. In ſome ſenſe he may be 
compared to Pharoah's lean kine ; 
for all that he has does him no good. 
He commonly wears his clothes till 
hey leave him, or that nobody elle 
in wear them. He affects to be 
hought poor, to eſcape robbery and 
axes ; and by looking as if he wan- 
ed an alms, excuſes himſelf from 
wing any. He ever goes late to 
narkets, to cover buying the worſt; 
but does it becauſe that is cheapeſt. 
lives of the offal. His life were 
n inſupportable puniſhment to any 
emper but his own : and no greater 
C 3 torment 
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torment to him on earth, than to live 
as other men do. But the miſery of 
his pleaſure is, that he is never ſatis- 
fied with getting, and always in fear 
of loſing what he cannot uſe. 

91. How vilely he has loſt himſelf 
that becomes a ſlave to his ſervant, 
and exalts him to the dignity of his 
Maker ! Gold 1s the God, the wife, 
the friend, of the money-monger of 
the world. But in 


F .- 


MARRIAGE 


92. Do thou be wiſe ; prefer the 
poem before money, virtue before 

auty, the mind before the body; 
then thou haſt a wife, a friend, a 
companion, a ſecond-ſelf, one that 
bears an equal ſhare with thee in al 
thy toils and troubles. 

93. Chooſe one that meaſures her 
ſatisfaction, ſafety, and danger, by 


thine; 


the ne 


0 live 
ery of 
ſatis- 
in fear 


umſell 
rvant, 

of his 
e wife, 
ger of 


fer the 
before 
body 
jend, 4 
ne that 
e in al 


jres het 
ger, by 
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thine; and of whom thou art ſure, 
as of thy ſecreteſt thoughts; a friend, 
as well as a wife; which, indeed, a 
wife implies ; for ſhe 1s but half a 
wife that is not, or is not capable of 
being, ſuch a friend. 

94. Sexes make no difference; 
ſince in ſouls there is none: and they 
are the ſubjects of friendſhip. 

95. He that minds a body and not 
2 ſoul, has not the better part of that 
relation; and will conſequently want 
the nobleſt comfort of a married life. 

96. The ſatisfaction of our ſenſes 
13 low, ſhort, and tranſient; but the 
mind gives a more raiſed and exten- 
ded pleaſure, and is capable of an 
happineſs founded upon reaſon ; not 
bounded and limited by the circum- 
ſtances that bodies are confined to. 

97. Here it is we ought to ſearch 
out our pleaſure, where the held is 
large, and full of variety, and of an 
during nature: ſickneſs, poverty, 
C4 or 
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torment to him on earth, than to live 
as other men do. But the miſery of 
his pleaſure is, that he is never ſatis- as w. 
fed with getting, and always in fear WW wife 
of loſing what he cannot uſe. wife 
91. How vilely he has loſt himſelf I being 
that becomes a ſlave to his ſervant, 94 
and exalts him to the dignity of he lince 
Maker! Gold is the God, the wife, are tl 


the friend, of the money-monger of 95 
the world. But in a foul 
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MARRIAGE 


92. Do thou be wiſe; prefer the 
9 before money, virtue before 

auty, the mind before the body ; 
then thou haſt a wife, a friend, 
companion, a ſecond-ſelf, one that 
bears an equal ſhare with thee in al 
thy toils and troubles. 

93. Chooſe one that meaſures her 
ſatisfaction, ſafety, and danger, by 


thine; 


o live 
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thine; and of whom thou art ſure, 
as of thy ſecreteſt thoughts; a friend, 
as well as a wife; which, indeed, a 
wife implies ; for ſhe is but half a 
wife that is not, or is not capable of 
being, ſuch a friend. 

94. Sexes make no difference; 
ſince in ſouls there is none: and they 
are the ſubjects of friendſhip. 

95. He that minds a body and not 
a ſoul, has not the better part of that 
relation; and will conſequently want 
the nobleſt comfort of a married life. 

96. The ſatisfaction of our ſenſes 
13 low, ſhort, and tranſient; but the 
mind gives a more raiſed and exten- 
ded pleaſure, and is capable of an 
happineſs founded upon reaſon ; not 
bounded and limited by the circum- 
ſtances that bodies are confined to. 

97. Here it is we ought to ſearch | 
out our pleaſure, where the field is 
large, and full of variety, and of an 
during nature: ſickneſs, poverty, 

C4 or 
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or diſgrace, being not able to ſhake 
it; becauſe it is not under the moving 
influences of worldly contingencies, 

98. The ſatisfaction of thoſe that 
do fo is in well-doing, and in the 


aſſurances they have of a future re- 


ward; that they are belt loved of thoſe 
they love moſt; and that they enjoy 
and value the liberty of their minds 
above that of their bodies : having 
the whole creation for their proſpect; 
the moſt noble and wonderful work: 
and providences of God, the hiſto. 
ries of the ancients, and in them tie 
actions and examples of the virtuous, 
and, laſtly, themſelves, their affair, 


and family, to exerciſe their minds 


and friendſhip upon. 
99. Nothing can be more entire 
and without reſerve; nothing more 
acalous, affectionate, and ſincere; 
nothing more contented and conſtant 
than ſuch a couple; nor no greater 
temporal felicity than to be one d 

them. 
100. Between 


loc 
wite, 


Autho 


vants 
101 
togeth 
keep t 
102 
ſervant 
have ſ 
tained. 
103. 
love at 
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100, Between a man and his 
wite, nothing ought to rule but love, 
Authority is for children and ſer- 
vants; yet not without ſweetneſs. 

101. As love ought to bring them 
together, ſo it is the beſt way to 
keep them well together, 

102. Wherefore uſe her not as a 
ſervant, whom thou wouldſt, perhaps, 
have ſerved ſeven years to have ob- 
tained, | 

103. An huſband and wife that 
love and value one another, ſhew 
tieir children and ſervants that they 
would do ſo too. Others viſibly 
loſe their authority in their families, 
by their contempt of one another ; 
and teach their children to be unna- 
tural by their own examples. 

104. It is a general fault, not to 
be more careful to preſerve nature 
n children; who, at leaſt in the ſe- 
ond deſcent, hardly have a feeling 
of their relation: which muſt be an 
unpleaſant 
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unpleaſant reflection to affectionate 
parents. 

tog. Frequent viſits, preſents, I» 
timate correſpondence, and inter- 
marriages within allowed bounds, 


are means of keeping up the con- 


cern and affection that nature re. 
quires from relations. 
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FRIENDSHIP, 
106, Friendſhip is the next plea- 


ſure we may hope for: and where 
we find it not at home, or have no 
home to find it in, we may ſeek it 
abroad. It is an union of ſpirits, 2 

marriage of hearts, and the bond 
thereof virtue, 

| 107. There can be no friend(hip 
where there is no freedom. Friend- 
ſhip loves a free air, and will not be 
penned up in ftraight and narrow 
incloſures. It will ſpeak freely, and 


act ſo too; and take nothing il. 
where 


where 
15, it 
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where no ill is meant; nay, where it 
is, it will eaſy forgive, and forget 
too, upon ſmall acknowledgments. 

108. Friends are true twins in 
ſoul; they ſympathize in every 
thing, and have the ſame love and 
averſion. 

109. One 1s not happy without 
the other; nor can either of them be 
miſerable alone. As if they could 
change bodies, they take their turns 
in pain as well as in pleaſure; re- 
leving one another in their moſt ad- 
verſe conditions. 

110. What one enjoys, the other 
cannot want. Like the primitive 
Chriſtians, they have all things in 
common, and no property, but in 
one another. 
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QALITIES: OF A FRIEND. 


111, A true friend unboſoms 
freely, adviſes juſtly, aſſiſts readily, 
adventures 
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adventures boldly, takes all patient. 
ly, defends courageouſly, and con- 
tinues a friend unchangeably. 

112. Theſe being the qualities of 
a friend, we are to find them, before 
we chooſe one. 

113. The covetous, the angry, 
the proud, the jealous, the talkative, 
cannot but make ill friends, as well 
as falſe. 

114. In ſhort, chooſe a friend as 
thou doſt a wife, till death ſeparate 

ou. 
: 115. Yet be not a friend beyond 
the altar ; but let virtue bound thy 
friendſhip : elſe it is not friendſhip, 
but an evil confederacy. 

116. If my brother, or kinfman, 
will be my friend, I ought to prefer 
him before a ſtranger ; or I ſhey 
little duty or nature to my parents, 

117. And as we ought to prefer 
our kindred in point of affection, ſo 
too in point of charity, if equally 
needing and deſerving. 

| CAUTION 
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121. 
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Mc 


ven i CAUTION AND CONDUCT. 
118, Be not eaſily acquainted ; 

ties or leſt, finding reaſon to cool, thou 

before makeſt an enemy inſtead of a good 
neighbour, 

ngry, 119. Be reſerved, but not ſour ; 

ative, grave, but not formal; bold, but 

s well not raſh ; humble, but not ſervile; 
patient, not inſenſible; conſtant, not 

nd as obſtinate; cheerful, not light; rather 

parate ſweet, than familiar; familiar, than 
intimate; and intimate with very 

>yond few, and upon very good grounds. 

d thy 120. Return the civilitics thou 

1hip, rceiveſt; and be ever grateful for 
favours, 

ſman, 

"refer Soto 

ſhey 


REPARATION. 


121. If thou haſt done an injury 
to another, rather own it, than detend 
t, One way thou gaineſt forgive- 


"nels ; 
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neſs; the other, thou doubleſt the 
wrong and reckoning. 

122, Some oppoſe honour to ſub. 
miſſion ; but it can be no honour to 
maintain, what it is diſhonourable 
to do. 

123. To confefs a fault that i 
none, out of fear, is indeed mean; 
but not to be afraid of ſtanding in 
one is brutiſn · 

124. We ſhould make more haſte 
to right our neighbour, than we do 
to wrong him ; and inſtead of being 
vindictive, we ſhould leave him to 
judge of his own ſatisfa&tion. 

125. True honour will pay treble 
damages, rather than juſtify one 
wrong by another. 

126, In ſuch controverſies, it 1s 
but too common for ſome to ſay, 
© Both are to blame, to excuſe their 
own unconcernedneſs ; which 1s 2 
baſe neutrality. Others wall cry, 
They are both alike ;* thereby in- 
volving 
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to mir 
or cov 


wrong 
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ſt the Nrolving the injured with the guilty, 
to mince the matter for the faulty, 
o ſub. Wor cover their own injuſtice to the 
our to {Wwronged party. | 


urable 127. Fear and gain are great 
perverters of mankind : and where 


hat is Neither prevails, the judgment is vio- 
nean; Nated. 8 
ing in 


OK 


hal ul ES OF CONVERSATION. 
being MW 128. Avoid company, where it is 
um to rot profitable or neceſſary: and in 


hoſe occaſions, ſpeak little, and laſt. 
129. Silence is wiſdom where 
peaking is folly, and always ſafe. 
130, Some are ſo fooliſh, as to 
interrupt and anticipate thoſe that 
peak, inſtead of hearing and think- 
ng before they anſwer : which is 
civil, as well as filly. | 


treble 
y one 


„ it 18 
0 ſay, 
e theit 
h is 2 


1 cry, WM 131+ If thou thinkeſt twice before 
by in- lou ſpeakeſt once, thou wilt ſpeak 


olving Nice the better for it. 


132, Better 
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4 132. Better ſay nothing, than nat 
4 to the purpoſe. And to peak per. 


tinently, conſider both what is f 137 
and when it is ſit, to ſpeak. n met 
133. In all debates, let truth be turns 
thy aim; not victory, or an unjuk 138 
intereſt: and endeavour to gain, n. and a 
ther than to expoſe, thy antagoniſ. Wh, pro 
134. Give no advantage in argu-Mechere 
ment, nor loſe any that is offered, ons ve 
This is a benefit which ariſes fron i oviny 
temper. for ſin 
135. Do not ule thyſelf to dilput: ruth, 
againit thine own judgment, to ſbe the we 
wit; leſt it prepare thee to be to uttake 
indifferent —— what is right; not Wreſs, it 
againſt another man, to vex him, a 139. 
for mere trial of ſcill: ſince to in. adebte 
form, or to be informed, ought to Need of 
the end of all conferences. 140. 
136. Men are too apt to be moꝶfaey in 
concerned for their credit, than lain cl 
the cauſe. 141. 


'ELOQUENCH 
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ELOQUENCE. 


is ft, 137. There is a truth and beauty 
in rhetorick ; but it oftner ſerves ill 


uth be turns than good ones. 

unjul 138. Elegancy is a good mein 
in, n. Wand addreſs given to matter, be it 
gonit. by proper or by figurative ſpeech : 
1 argu· where the words are apt, and illuſi- 
offered. Mens very natural, certainly it has a 


8 from 


diſput: 
to ſhe 
be to 
ht; not 
him, a 
to in- 


bt to be 


moving grace; but it 15 too artificial 
for ſimplicity, and oftentimes for 
ruth, The danger is, leſt it delude 
he weak; who, in ſuch caſes, may 
ſtake the handmaid for the miſ- 
rels, if not error for truth. 

139. It is certain, truth is leaſt 
ndebted to it, becauſe ſhe has leaſt 
iced of it, and leaſt uſes it. 

140. But it is a reprovable deli- 
acy in them, that deſpiſe truth in 
lain clothes. 

141. Such luxuriants have but 
ule appetites ; like thoſe gluttons, 

D that 


be mot 
than foi 


[ENCh 
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that by ſauces force them, when 
they have no ſtomach, and ſacriſe 
to their palate, not their health; WW 1. 
which cannot be, without great u eas 
nity ; nor that, without ſome fin, Moor cq 
5 lyi 


Wo . 
TEMPER. 
142. Nothing does reafon ma 
right, than the coolneſs of thoſe H 145 
offer it: for truth often ſuffers nher, b 
by the heat of its defenders, eport 


from the arguments of its oppeſ , it b 

143. Zcal ever follows an Menccal 
pearance of truth, and the aſſu 
are too apt to be warm; but it 
their weak ſide in argument: 2 
being better ſhewn againſt ſin, tu 


perſons, or their miſtakes. 146. 
let; an 

147. ( 

er all 

TR 148. ( 


Ough nc 
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" TRUTH. 

acrinc | 

health: 144. Where thou art obliged to 

eat Yi peak, be fure to ſpeak the truth; 
jor equivocation is half-way to lying: 
2; lying, the whole way to hell. 


9 0 


JUSTICE. 


145. Believe nothing againſt ano- 
her, but upon good authority: nor 
eport what may hurt another, un- 
ls 1t be a greater hurt to others to 
onceal 1t. , 


+-0--0--0--0-+ 


SECRECY. 


146. It is wiſe not to ſeek a ſe- 
jet ; and honeſt not to reveal one. 
147. Only truſt thyſelf, and ano- 
er all not betray thee. 
145, Openneſs has the miſchief, 
ough not the malice, of treachery. 
D 2 COMPLA-. 


——— 
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.COMPLACENCY. 


149. Never aſſent merely to pleaſ WM 15. 
others; for that is, beſide flattery, Mthoug 
oftentimes untruth ; and diſcovers :e. 


mind liable to be ſervile and baſe: Mlureft 
nor contradict to vex others; for{Mrclatio 
that ſhews an ill temper, and pro- 153 
vokes, but profits no body, eviden! 
croſs r 

+$-0--0-$-0--0-+ zwainſt 

they fin 

SHIFTS. 154. 

150. Do not accuſe others to er ies t 
cuſe thyſelf; for that is neithag in qui 
generous nor juſt. But let finceW#0:1cly 


rity and ingenuouſneſs be thy refuge 
rather than craft and falſehood : fo 
cunning borders very near upd! 
knavery. 

151. Wiſdom never uſes 1 
wants it. Cunning to wiſe is as 
ape to a man, 


INTERES 


o pleaſe 
latter, 
overs 1 
1 baſe: 
rs; for 


ad pro- 
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INTEREST. 


152. Intereſt has the ſecurity, 
though not the virtue, of a princi- 
ple, As the world goes, it is the 
ſureſt ſide 3 for men daily leave both 
relations and religion to follow it. 

153. It is an odd fight, but very 
evident, that families and nations of 
croſs religions and humours unite 
zpainſt thoſe of their own, where 
they find an intereſt to do it. 

154. We are tied down by our 
enſes to this world ; and where that 
in queſtion, it can be none with 

orldhy men, whether they ſhould 
ot forſake all other conſiderations 


or 1t, 


+-0--0-$-0--0-$ 
INQUIRY. 


155. Have a care of vulgar er- 
is, Diſlike, as well as alloty, 


eaſonably. 
D 3 156. In- 
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156. Inquiry is human; blind obe. Wt no 
dience brutal. Truth never loſes {Madvil: 
by the one, but often ſuffers by the lad b 
other. 

157. The uſefulleſt truths are 
plaineſt : and while we keep to them, 
our differences cannot riſe high. 

158. There may be a wantonne WW 162 
in ſearch, as well as a ſtupidity in but jo 
truſting. It is great wiſdom equally {Wiſe n 


to avoid the extremes, | - 3 
| dre 
. „ .. anothe! 
own. 
RIGHT TIMING. ha. 
159. Do nothing improperly, W{itutior 
Some are witty, kind, cold, angry, nd the 
eaſy, ſtiff, jealous, careleſs, cautious 195. 
confident, cloſe, open, but all in tle lictiona 
wrong place. cation 
160. It is ill miſtaking, when" are 
the matter is of importance. 66. 
161. It is not enough that a th Vent wil 
be right, if it be not fit to be done on the 
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nal t not prudent, though juſt, it is not 
- loſes Madviſable. He that loſes by getting, 
by the had better loſe than get. 


hs are o O 
* KNOWLEDGE. 
a 162. Knowledge is the treaſure, 


dity in bat jadgment the treaſurer, of a 
equal wiſe man. 

163. He that has more know- 
edge than judgment, is made for 
another man's uſe, more than his 
Own. 

164. It cannot be a good con- 
utution, where the appetite is great, 
nd the digeſtion weak. 

165. There are ſome men, like 
lictionaries, to be looked into upon 
Cation; but have no connection, 
nd are little entertaining. 

166, Leſs knowledge than judg- 
nent will always have the advantage 
pon the injudicious knowing man. 


D 4 167. A 
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167. A wiſe man makes what le 
learns his own; the other ſhews ha OB! 
is but a copy, or a collection at 17. 
moſt, deing 
obedic 


WIT. mn 
168. Wit is an happy and ftrik- 176 
ing way of expreſſing a thought. rext t| 
169. It is not often, though it be 177 
lively and mantling, that it carries: more 
great body with it. thy nat 
170. Wit, therefore, is fitter for rare. 
diverſion than buſineſs: being mot 178. 
grateful to fancy than judgment. childret 
171. Leſs judgment than wit, a, ar 
more ſail than ballaſt. o idol: 
172. Yet it muſt be confeſſed God, t. 
that wit gives an edge to ſenſe, ai 179, 
recommends it extremely). nh ou 
173. Where judgment has wit e recei 
expreſs it, there is the beſt orator, — g 
Dbedlene 


OBEDIENCWith prc 


AND MAXIMS. 5) 
hat be 


es WY OBEDIENCE TO PARENTS. 


ion at 174. If thou wouldſt be obeyed, 
being a father; being a ſon, be 
obedient. | 
175. He that begets thee, owns 
thee; and has a natural .right over 
thee, x 
1 firik- WWF 176. Next to God, thy parents; 
ght. rext them, the magiſtrate. 
h it 177. Remember that thou art not 
arries amore indebted to thy parents for 
thy nature, than for their love and 


tter for ſcare. 

ig more 178. Rebellion, therefore, in 
nent. children was made death by God's 
wit, au, and in the people, the next ſin 


0 idolatry, which is renouncing of 


nfeſſed, God, the great parent of all. 


nſe, au 179. Obedience to parents is not 

dnly our duty, but our intereſt. If 
25 wit ue received our life from them, we 
orator, Wrolong it by obeying them; for 


ddedience 15 the firſt commandment 
IE Nin promiſe, 


180. The 
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180. The obligation is as indil. T1 
ſoluble as the relation. only 1 
181. If we muſt not diſobey Gol that h 
to obey them, at leaſt we muſt | 
them ſee, that there 1s nothing elle 
in our refuſal; for ſome unjuſt com. 
mands cannot excuſe the general 
neglect of our duty. They will be 136 
our parents, and we muſt be their awful, 
children till : and if we cannot al BW 187 
for them againſt God, neither ca rature 
we act againſt them for ourſelves; NN oide. 
or any thing elſe, 188. 
ne, Ye 
4 do th 
BEARING. = 
182. A man in buſineſs mult pvc; 2 
up many affronts, if he loves Mis wor 
oven quiet. | ng it. 
183. We muſt not pretend to it 189. 


all that we ſee, if we would be ealy. Nrlains; 
184. It were endleſs to dilputWr: free 
upon every thing that is diſputabl WF 100. 

185. Nat wii, 


AND MAXIMS. 59 


indi- 185. A vindictive temper is not 
only uneaſy to others, but to them 
y Gol that have it. 


vaſt let 

ng elle 49 „ 

ſt com. 

gener PROMISING. 

will de 136. Rarely promiſe ; but, if 
e theit law ful, conſtantly perform. 

not ad 187. Haſty reſolutions are of the 


ner ca Whature of vows; and to be equally 
rſelves Nroided. 
188. „J will never do this,” ſays 
ne, yet does it, © I am reſolved to 
do that,“ ſays another; but flags 
pon ſecond thoughts: or does it, 
nough aukwardly, for his word's 
lake; as if it were worſe to break 
1s word, than to do amiſs in keep- 
ny it. : 
id to ſe 189. Wear none of thine own 
be ealy. Wrhains ; but keep free, whilſt thou 
 diſputWMWrt free. 
zutable. WY 190. It is an effect of paſſion, 
185. Wat wiſdom corrects, to lay thyſelf 
under 


nuſt pit 
Wes bl 
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under reſolutions that cannot be well 


made, and worſe performed. 


F- 


FIDELITY. 


191. Avoid, all thou canſt, being 
intruſted ; but do thy utmoſt to dil 
charge the truſt thou undertakeſ; 
for careleſſneſs is injurious, if nd 
unjuſt, . | 

192. The glory of a ſervant i 
fidelity; which cannot be without 
diligence, as well as truth, 

193. Fidelity has enfranchiſe 
ſlaves, and adopted ſervants to i 
ſons. | 

194. Reward a good ſervant well: 
and rather quit, than diſquiet thyſ 
with an ill one, 


MASTER 


197 
creatu 


not th 
rence | 
198 
eer C 
them t 


199 
ral; | 
notice, 
nd ris 

200 


untreat 


if 2 ſe 


does ne 
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MASTER. 


195. Mix kindneſs with autho- 
rity; and rule more by diſcretion 
than rigour. 
196. If thy ſervant be faulty, 
frive rather to convince him of his 
ror, than diſcover thy paſſion ; and 
hen he is ſenſible forgive him. 
197. Remember he is thy fellow - 
creature; and that God's goodneſs, 
not thy merit, has made the diffe- 
ence betwixt thee and him. 
198. Let not thy children domi- 
eer over thy ſervants; nor ſuffer 
them to ſlight thy children. 
199. Suppreſs tales in the gene- 
nl; but where a matter requires 
notice, encourage the complaint, 
nd right the aggrieved. 
200. If a child, he ought to 
intreat, and not to command; and 
It a ſervant, to comply, where he 


ves not obey, 
201. Though 


t be well 


t, being 
ſt to dil. 
ertakeſt: 
„ if nd 


rvant 1 
without 


anchiſel 
ts to be 


ant well: 


et thyſel 


18 TER 
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Though there ſhould be bu 20 
one „ and miſtreſs in a family; Mcoatr: 
yet ſervants ſhould know that chi truſty 


dren have the reverſion, ſecret 
tempt 
Fon to un { 
SERVANT. 3 
202. Indulge not unſeemly thin ges 
in thy maſter's children, nor refubMhercat 
me what 1s fitting : for one 1s the 
. unfaithfulneſs, and the othe 
iſcretion, as well as diſreſpect. 
203. Do thine own work honeſty 
and cheerfully; and when that . 208 
done, help thy fellow, that ſo and unt is 
ther time he may help thee. ſo is w 
204. If thou wilt be a good ſe 209 
vant, thou muſt be true; and th cher n 
canſt not be true if thou defraudeſi well 
thy maſter. 210, 
205. A maſter may be defraudecrupy 
many ways by a ſervant: as , bein, 


time, care, pains, money, truſt. 
206. Bu 


* AND MANIMS. 6; 


d be bu 206. But, a true ſervant is the 
family; Hcontrary: he is diligent, careful, 
lat chil Wtrully. He tells no tales, reveals no 
ſecrets, refuſes no pains, is not to be 
tempted by gain, or awed by fear, 
to unfaithfulneſs. 
207. Such a ſervant ſerves God, 
in ſerving his maſter; and has double 
Iy thing MWvages for his work, to wit, here and 
Ir refueMhercafter, | 
ne 15 the 


he other +0 o 

etpect. 

— JEALOUSY. 

1 that 208 Be not fancifully jealous, for 


t ſo autant is fooliſh; as to be reaſonably 
N ſo is wiſe. 

200d fer 209. He that ſuperfines upon 
and thouWether mens actions, cozens himſelf, 
e fraud well as injures them. 

210, To be very ſubtle and 
efraudoMcrupulous in buſineſs, is as hurtful 
: as being over-confident and ſecure. 
255 
06. 


Bu 211. In 
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211. In difficult caſes ſuch i 
temper is timorous, and in diſpatch {lleſpeci 
irreſolute. afficti 

212. Experience is a ſafe guide e a 
and a practical head is a great ha- for 


pineſs in buſineſs, 217 
urner: 
Þ-0-0--0--0-$Þ or me 
POSTERITY. = 
213. We are too careleſs of polWiiidre 
terity ; not conſidering that as tie 219. 
are, ſo the next generation will be Wupplen 
214. If we would amend Meir p 
world, we ſhould mend ourſelves W#:retor 
and teach our children to be, ¶M dne. 
what we are, but what they ſhoulgPortion 
be. 
215. We are too apt to awak 
and tune up their paſſions by t 
example of our own; and to tea A 
them to be pleaſed, not with wi_ 220. 
is beſt, but with what pleaſes bell, geterrec 
216. It is our duty, and ou God; 
to be our care, to ward againſt e wor! 


5 AND MAXT IMS. 6x 
ſuch eaſſon in them, which is more 
diſpatch {ſeſpecially our own weakneſs and 

afliction: for we are in great mea- 
e guide e accountable for them, as well 
eat lap for ourſelves. 

217. We are in this, alſo, true 
urners of the world upſide down: 
or money is firſt, and virtue laſt, 
and leaſt in our care. 

218, It 1s not how we leave our 

ſs of poſſWpiiidren, but what we leave them. 
t as the 219. To be ſure, virtue is but a 
will be {Wupplement, and not a principal, in 
nend Meir portion and character: and 
urſelvesWMW:refore we ſee fo little wiſdom, or 
» be, noodneſs, among the rich, in pro- 
ey ſhou portion to their wealth. 

) awak! No- 

„N 4 COUNTRY LIFE. 

with wi 220. The country life is to be 
ſes bell. referred, for there we ſee the works 
and out God ; but in cities, little elſe but 
gainſt tins: works of men: and the one 


pallt 


E makes 
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makes a better ſubject for our co. 22: 
templation than the other, and t 

221. As puppets are to men, ent 
babies to children; ſo is mende, 
workmanſhip to God's: we are tle 
picture, he the reality. 

222. Ged's works declare hy 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs ; hy A 
man's works, for the moſt part, ul 227 
pride, folly, and exceſs. The cin. 
is for uſe, the other chiefly Mos le 
oſtentation and luſt. ice. 

223. The country is both . 228. 
philoſopher's garden and library, WWroje&: 
which he reads and contemplates uWſhly, 
power, wiſdom, and goodnels lf 229, 
God. lon, ſo 

224. It is his food, as well! leves ; 
ſtudy ; and gives him life, as vil 230, 
as learning. lhoneſ 

225. A ſweet and natural ren; yet 
from noiſe and talk, and allows Mary i; 
portunity for reflection, and gi aped 

RIr aut! 


the beſt ſubjects for it. | 
226.1 lr head 
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231. Undertake no experiment 
in ſpeculation, that appears not true TE 
in art; nor then, at thine own col, i 23; 
if coſtly, or hazardous in making, iat, 

232. As many hands make lig 238 
work; ſo ſeveral purſes make cheayMhappy. 
experiments. (ther 1 

never; 

+-0--0-4-0+--0-5 239. 

by wre 

INDUSTRY. roſper 

233. Induſtry is certainly veriWerlity i 
commendable, and ſupplies the wa e {cho 
of parts. ie way 

234. Patience and diligence, lu 240. 
faith, remove mountains, ring th 

235. Never give out while there an 
is hope; but hope not beyond nt 1s 
ſon: for that ſhews more deſire tha 241. 
Judgment. it thy 

236. It is a profitable wiſdom, (gu wou 
know when we have done enough tou | 
much time and pains are ſpared, | 
not flattering ourſelves againſt pr 
babilities. 
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8 

oo TEMPORAL HAPPINESS. 

vn cot, WW 237. Do good with what thou 

aking. att, or it will do thee no good. 

ke light 238. Seek not to be rich, but 

e cheapMippy. The one lies in bags, the 
ther in content; which wealth can 
never give. 

239. We are apt to call things 
by wrong names. We will have 
roſperity to be happineſs, and ad- 

ly renertty to be miſery; though that is 

the wal e ſchool of wiſdom, and oftentimes 
ie way to eternal happineſs. 

nce, lu 240. If thou wouldit be happy, 
ing thy mind to thy condition, and 

ile therWive an indifferency for more than 

ond re lat is ſufficient. 

fire tai 241. Have but little to do, and 
þ it thyſelf : and do to others as 

(dom, n wouldſt have them do to thee : 

enough tou canſt not fail of temporal 

pared, | city, 

zinſt p 242. The generality are the worſe 


their plenty. The voluptuous 
E 3 conſumes 


POR 


50 REFLECTIONS 
conſumes it, the miſer hides it; i 


24 
is the good man that uſes it, and » Hare 
good purpoſes : but ſuch are hardy to em 
found among the proſperous, Tt 

243. Be rather bountiful, tha {ſto pa 
expenſive. | gotter 

244. Neither make nor go chat 
feaſts; but let the laborious po 251! 
bleſs thee at home in their ſolitan {neigh 
cottages. the ig 

245. Never voluntarily want wiz eiſty 
thou haſt in poſſeſſion ; nor ſo ſpent ¶ door t 
it, as to involve thyſelf in wart bat an 
unavoidable. 252 

246. Be not tempted to preſum mente 
by ſucceſs; for many, that hae that h. 
got largely, have loſt all by coveti deres 
to get more. over-r 


247. To hazard much to gon, 
much, has more of avarice thuWzotten 
wiſdom. away e 
248. It is great prudence, bolt was 
to bound and uſe proſperity. 


249. 16 


8 
s it; it 
, and to 


e hard. 
8. 

al, than 
r go 1 


us pon 
ſolitary 


ant what 
ſo ipend 
in wan 
preſum 
lat hart 
covetun! 


| to of 


ice tha 


Ce, bot 
2 
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249. Too few know when they 
have enough; and fewer know how 
to employ it. 

250 It is equally adviſable not 
to part lightly with what is hardly 
gotten, and not to ſhut up cloſely 
what flows 1n freely. 

251. Act not the ſhark upon thy 
neighbour ; nor take advantage of 
the ignorance, prodigality, or ne- 
refity of any one: for that is next 
door to a fraud, and at beſt, makes 
but an unbleſſed gain. 

252. It is oftentimes the judg- 
ment of God upon greedy rich men, 
that he ſuffers them to puſh on their 
celires of wealth to the exceſs of 
orer-reaching, grinding, or oppreſ- 
hon, which poiſons all they have 
gotten: ſo that it commonly runs 
away as faſt, and by as bad ways, as 
it was heaped up together. 
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RESPECT. 


253. Never eſteem any man, 0 20 
thyſelf, the more for money; nor put 
think the meaner of thyſelf, or ano. Wt i 
ther, for want of it: virtue being 
the juſt reaſon of reſpecting, and the 
want of it of ſlighting, any one. 

254. A man, like a watch, 1st 
be valued for his goings. 

255. He that prefers him upon 
other accounts, bows to an idol. 

256, Unleſs virtue guide us, ou 
choice muſt be wrong. 

257. An able bad man is an il 
inſtrument, and to be ſhunned a 
the plague. 
258. Be not deceived with the 
firſt appearances of things; but gue 
thyſelf time to be in the right. 

259. Shew is not ſubſtance ; res. 
lities govern wiſe men. 

260. Have a care, therefor, 
where there is more fail than bat 


laſt, 
HAZARD, 


8 AND MAXIMS. 73 
HAZ ARD. 
man, or 261. In all buſineſs, it is beſt to 
ey; nor put nothing to hazard: but where 
, Or ano- Nit is unavoidable, be not raſh, but 
ue being rm and reſigned. 
and the 262. We ſhould not be troubled 
one. for what we cannot help; but if it 
ch, 1s as our fault, let it be ſo no more. 
Amendment is repentance, if not 
im upon reparation. 
idol. 263. As a deſperate game needs 
e us, ou Wan able gameſter; fo conſider don 
ften would prevent what the beſt 
is an 11 kill in the world cannot recover. 
unned u 264. Where the probability of 
advantage exceeds not that of loſs, 
with the Wiſdom never adventures. 
but gi 205. 'T'o ſhoot well flying, is 
ht. vell; but to chooſe it, has more of 
ce ; ret-{Wanity than judgment. 
266. To be dexterous in danger, 
therefore, Na virtue; but to court danger to 
than bal- ew it, is weakneſs. 


DETRACTION. 
\ZARD, 
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DETRACTION. . een 


267. Have a care of that ba: Wh u. 
evil, detraction. It is the fruit d 
envy, as that is of pride, the imme. 


diate off- ſpring of the devil: who, 27 
of an angel, a Lucifer, a fon of the Hut if 
morning, made himſelf a ſerpent, ume 
Devil, a Beelzebub, and all that fury! 
obnoxious to the Eternal Goodnels. Wat lad 
268. Virtue is not ſecure again 27; 
envy. Men will leſſen what they Mellow: 
will not imitate. reflect 
269. Diſlike what deſerves ie co 
but never hate, for that is of then Wb:hav 
ture of malice : which is almoſt ever Wocca1i 
to perſons, not things; and is ov il 273 
of the blackeſt qualities fin beg plain 
in the ſoul, than e 
274 

— that w 

will nc 

MODERATION. we kr 

270. It were an happy day, latte: 


men could bound and qualify the 
reſentment 


that babe 

fruit o 
je imme. 
II: who, 
n of the 


f the nz 
moſt ever 
1d 15 one 


n begen 
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reſentments with charity to the of- 
ſender; for then, our anger would 
be without ſin, and better convict 
and edify the guilty ; which alone 
an make it lawful. 


271. Not to be provoked is beſt; 


but if moved, never correct till the 


fume is ſpent; for every ſtroke our 
fury ſtrikes, is ſure to hit ourſelves 
at laſt. 

272. If we did but obſerve the 
allowances our reaſon makes, upon 
reflection, when our paſſion is over, 
ve could not want a rule how to 
behave ourſelves again on the hike 
occaiions, 

273. We are more prone to com- 
plain than redreſs, and to cenſure 
than excuſe, 

274. It is next to unpardonable, 
tat we can fo often blame what we 
will not once mend. It ſhews that 
we know, but will not do, our 
Maſter's will, 


275. They 
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275. They that cenſure, ſhoull | 231 
practiſe ; or elſe, let them have tie {Wepri, 


firſt ſtone, and the laſt too, ent ; 

o ſee 

ID bei 

TRICK. 0 dri! 

276. Nothing needs a trick, f 283 

a trick; ſincerity loathes one. the 

277. We muſt take care to Hits a 

things rightly : for a juſt ſentence 284 

may be unjuſtly executed, hat a 

278. Circumitances give gering, 
light to true judgment, if well. 

weighed, 285 

hings 

o -O ar 1 

PASSION. 286 

279. Paſſion is a fort of fever ¶ Met juc 

the mind, which ever leaves vMontrac 

weaker than it found us. niſs th 

280. But, being intermitting, 08 287. 

be ſure it is curable with care. Ut tru 

281. It ell as 
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PERSONAL CAUTIONS. 


205. Reflect without malice, but 
ever without need. | 
296, Deſpiſe no body, nor no 
ondition ; leſt it come to be thine 
Wn. | 

297. Never rail, nor taunt. 


nne The one is rude, the other is ſcorn- 
tho, and both evil. 
rate 298. Be not provoked by inju- 


es, to commit them. 
299. Upbraid only ingratitude. 
200. Haſte makes work, which 
aution prevents. 
301. Tempt no man; leſt thou 
ill for it. 
302. Have a care of preſuming 
pon after-games ; for if that mils, 
is gone. 
303. Opportunities ſhould never 
lot, becauſe they can hardly be 
gained. 
304. It 15 well to cure, but better 
prevent a diſtemper. The firſt 
thews 


% REFLECTIONS A 
ſhews more ſkill, but the laſt mor 311. 
wiſdom. ſcape no 
305. Never make a trial of o often 
in difficult or hazardous caſes, n end; 
306. Refuſe not to be informel fa mean 
for that ſhews pride or ſtupidity, 312. 1 
307. Humility and knowledge er than 
poor clothes, excel pride and ig clothes 
rance in coſtly attire. ſe, Not 
308. Neither deſpiſe, nor oppdi petite o 
what thou doſt not underſtand. the ple: 
e may : 
+-0--0-4-0--0-+ uniture, 
BALANCE. Sr 
zog. We muſt not be concen 313. | 
above the value of the thing tlaortion ou 
engages us; nor raiſed above e thing : 
ſon, in maintaining what we tui not be 
reaſonable. ul they e 
310. It is too common an eninlick we 
to invert the order of things, 314. If 
making an end of that which We great 
means, and a means of that wu much t. 
is an end, ley deſery 


311. Reliu 
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311. Religion and government 
ſcape not this miſchief : the firſt ĩs 
o often made a means, inſtead of 
n end; the other an end, inſtead 
f a means. 

312. Thus men ſeek wealth, ra- 
er chan ſubſiſtence; and the end 
clothes is the leaſt reaſon of their 
ſe, Nor is the ſatisfying of our 
ypetite our end in eating, ſo much 
5 the pleaſing of our palate, The 
ke may alſo be ſaid of building, 
uriture, &c- where the man rules 
ot the beaſt, and appetite ſubmits 
ot to reaſon, 

313. It is great wiſdom to pro- 
ortion our eſteem to the nature of 
e thing: for as that way things 
U not be undervalued, fo neither 
u they engage us above their in- 
nick worth. 

314. If we ſuffer little things to 
ve great hold upon us, we ſhall be 
much tranſported for them, as if 
ey deſerved it. 

F 315. It 
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A 
315. It is an old proverb, Max : 
ima bella ex leviſſimis cauſis: The yy : 
ee feuds have had the ſmall * * 
ginnings. 3 
16. No matter what the ſubjel = 
of this diſpute be, but what phone h - 
we give it in our minds; for thi ; 1 
governs our concern and reſent. of ot 
_— . ore conc 
317. It is one of the fatale of 
errors of our lives, when we ſpl 4 
a good cauſe by an ill management 5. 
and it is not impoſſible but we ma ; 
mean well in an ill buſineſs; þ 
that will not defend it. Pt 
318. If we are but ſure the en 322. 4. 
is right, we are too apt to gal. win l. 
over all bounds to compals it : uM ., 1 T 
conſidering, that lawful ends m C "yn 
be very unlawfully attained, not anf. 
319. Let us be careful to edit Ky 
Juſt ways to compaſs juſt thy 
that they may laſt in their benel zu. Ay 
| Ave 
— ny ſnares 


320. Ther 


elf; and 
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320 There 1s a troubleſome hu- 
nour ſome men have, that 1f they 
hay not lead, they will not follow; 
ut had rather a thing were never 
one, than not done their own way, 
ough otherwiſe very deſirable. 
321, This comes of an over-ful- 
els of ourſelves, and ſhews we are 
ore concerned for praiſe, than the 
cceſs of what we think a good 


ing. 
4 . 


POPULARITY. 


322. Affect not to be ſeen, and 
en will leſs ſee thy weakneſs. 

323- They that ſhew more than 
y are, raiſe an expectation they 
not anſwer, and fo loſe their 
edit, as ſoon as they are found 
. oo” 
324. Avoid popularity. It has 
ty ſnares, and no real benefit to 
elf; and uncertainty to others. 


2 PRIVACY, 
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GOVERNMENT. 


werd, 329. Government has many 
tit? ¶ ſhapes : but it is ſovereignty, though 
tired- MW not freedom, in all of them. 

330. Rex & Tyrannus, are very 
es and MW different characters: one rules his 
re the people by laws, to which they con- 
alone: ¶ ſent; the other by his abſolute will 
ed hy and power. That is called free- 
them · ¶ dom; this, tyranny. 

331. The firſt is endangered by 
> little Mthe ambition of the populace, which 
can beEWhakes the conſtitution ; the other 
family by an ill adminiſtration, which ha- 
create zards the tyrant and his family. 
joy. 332. It is great wiſdom, in prin- 
ple · Nees of both ſorts, not to ſtrain points 
there oo high with their people; for 
ch tlWwhether the people have a right to 
as pil-MWoppoſe them or not, they are ever 

ſure to attempt it, when things are 
carried too far; though the remedy 
dftentimes proves worſe than the 


eaſe. 
F 3 333. Hap- 


86 REFLECTIONS 


333. Happy that king-Who is 
great by juſtice, and that people 
who are free by obedience. 

334. Where the ruler is juſt, he 
may be ſtrict ; elſe it is two to one 
it turns upon him : and though he 
ſhould prevail, he can be no gain- 
er, where his people are the loſers, 

335+ Princes muſt not have paſ. 

fions in government, nor reſent be- 
yond intereſt and religion. 
336. Where example keeps pace 
with authority, power hardly fail 
to be obeyed, and magiſtrates to be 
honoured. . 

337. Let the people think they 
govern, and they will be governed, 

338. This cannot fail, if thoſe 
they truſt are truſted. 

339. That prince who is juſt i 
them in preat things, and humour 
them oftentimes in ſmall ones, 
ſure to have and keep them fron 
all the world. 

340. Fe 


340. 
tick W.I 
be bette 
rcled b. 
341. 

13 parti 
oles hi; 
and giv 
to grati 
ays a ſt 
ple to fa 


342. 
lubject 


prince, 
but 1t 1s 
fault : fo 
ntereſt, 
4 he. 


343 
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340. For the people 1s the poli- 
tick wife of the prince, that may 
be better managed by wiſdom, than 
ruled by force. 

341. But where the magiſtrate 
b partial, and ſerves ill turns, he 
bſes his authority with the people, 
and gives the populace 1 
o gratify their ambition: and 
ays a ſtumbling · block for his peo- 
ple to fall. 

342. It is true, that where a 
ſubject is more popular than * 
prince, the prince is in danger; 
but it is as true, that it is his own 
fault : for nobody has the like means, 


| Muotereſt, or reaſon, to be popular, 


zs he. 


343. It is an unaccountable 
bing, that ſome princes incline 


Mather to be feared than loved; 


men they ſee, that fear does not 
tener ſecure a prince againſt the 
Warisfattion of his people, than 

F 4 love 


— — 
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love makes a ſubject too many for 
ſuch a prince. 

344. Certainly ſervice upon in- 
clination 1s like to go farther, than 
obedience upon compulſion. 

The Romans had a juſt 
ſenſe of this, when they placed Op- 
timus before Maximus, to their 
moſt illuſtrious captains and Czfars, 

346. Beſides, experience tells us, 
that goodneſs raiſes a nobler paſſion 
in the ſoul, and gives a better ſenſe 
of duty, than ſeverity. 

47. What did Pharaoh get by 
increaſing the Iſraelites taſk ? Ruin 
to himſelf in the end. 

348. Kings, chiefly in this, ſhould 
imitate God ; their mercy ſhould be 
above all their works. 

349. The difference between the 
prince and the peaſant is in this 
world ; but a temper ought to be 
obſerved by him that has the ad- 
vantage here, becauſe of the judg- 
ment of the next. 


88 
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450. The end of every thing 
ſhould direct the means: now that 
of government being the good of 
the whole, nothing leſs ſhould be 
the aum of the prince, 

351. As often as rulers endea- 
your to attain juſt ends by juſt me- 
dums, they are ſure of a quiet and 
ealy government; and as ſure of 
convulſions, where the natures of 
ings are violated, and their order 
wer-ruled, 

352. It is certain, princes ought 
to have great allowances made them 
or faults in government, ſince they 
ke by other people's eyes, and hear 
by their ears; but miniſters of ſtate, 
heir immediate confidents and in- 
iraments, have much to anſwer for, 
!, to gratify private paſſions, they 
niſguide the prince to do publick 
mury, 

353. Miniſters of ſtate ſhould 
udertake their poſts at their 1 

1 
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If princes over-rule them, let them 
ſhew the law, and humbly reſign ; 
if fear, gain, or flattery prevail, let 
them anſwer it to the law. 

354. The prince cannot be pre- 
ſerved, but where the miniſter 1s 
puniſhable ; for people, as well as 
princes, will not endure © 1umperium 
in imperio.“ 

5. If miniſters are weak or il 
men, and ſo ſpoil their places, it 1 
the prince's fault that choſe them; 
but if their places ſpoil them, it 1; 
their own fault to be made worſe by 
them. 

356. It is but juſt that thoſe that 
reign by their princes, ſhould ſuffer 
for their princes : for it is a fafe 
and neceſſary maxim, not to ſhift 
heads in government, whule the 
hands are in being that ſhould an- 
ſwer for them. 

357. And yet it were intolerable 
to be a miniſter of ſtate, if every 
body may be accuſer and judge. 
358. Le 


0 the { 
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358. Let, therefore, the falſe ac- 
cuſer no more eſcape an exemplary 
puniſhment, than the guilty mini- 
ſer. 

359. For it profanes government 
to have the credit of the leading 
men in it ſubject to vulgar cenſure, 
which is often ill- grounded. 

360. The ſafety of a prince, 
therefore, conſiſts in a well choſen 
council: and that only can be ſaid 
to be ſo, where the perſons that 
compoſe it are qualified for the bu- 
lneſs that comes before them. 

361. Who would ſend to a tay- 
or to make a lock, or to a ſmith 
to make a ſuit of clothes ? 

362. -Let there be merchants for 
trade, ſeamen for the admiralty, tra- 
rellers for foreign affairs, ſome of 
the leading men of the country for 
home-buſineſs, and common and 
avil lawyers to adviſe of legality 
and right, who ſhould always keep 
o the ſtrict rules of law. 
| 363. Three 


REFLECTIONS. 


363. Three things contribute 
much to rum government ; looſe. 
neſs, oppreſſion, and envy. 

364. Where the reins of govern- 
ment are too ſlack, there the man- 
ners of the people are corrupted: 
and that deſtroys induſtry, begets 
effeminacy, and provokes heaven 
againſt it. 

365. Oppreſſion makes a poor 
country, and a deſperate people, 
who always wait an opportunity to 
change. 

366. He that ruleth over men, 
muſt be juſt, ruling in the fear of 
God ;*” ſaid an old and wiſe king. 

367. Envy diſturbs and diſtradts 
government, —_ the wheels, and 


perplexes the iniſtration : and 


92 


nothing contributes more to this 
diſorder, than a partial diſtribution 
of rewards and puniſhments in the 
ſovereign. 

368. As it is not reaſonable that 
men ſhould be compelled to _ ; 
0 
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humou 
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o thoſe that have employments 
hould not be endured to leave them 
humourſomely, 

369. Where the ſtate intends a 
man no affront, he ſhould not affront 
the ſtate. 


+00 0-0 


A PRIVATE LIFE. 


370. A private life is to be pre- 
ſerred ; the honour and gain of pub- 
ick poſts bearing no proportion with 
the comfort of it. The one is free 
and quiet, the other ſervile and 
noiſy, 

371. It was a great anſwer of 
tie Shunamite woman, „I dwell 
* among my own people.“ 
| hey that live of their own, 
neither need, nor often liſt, to wear 
lie livery of the publick. 

373. Their ſubſiſtence is not dur- 
ng pleaſure, nor have they patrons 
{ pleaſe or preſent, | 


— 
72. 


374. If 
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374. If they are not advanced, 
neither can they be diſgraced ; and 
as they know not the ſmiles of ma- 
jeſty, ſo they feel not the frowns of 
greatneſs, or the effects of envy, 

375. If they want the pleaſures 
of a court, they alſo eſcape the 
temptations of it. 

376. Private men, in fine, are ſo 
much their own, that, paying com- 
mon dues, they are ſovereigns of al 
the reſt. 


A PUBLICK LIFE. 
377. Vet the publick muſt and 


will be ſerved; and they that do it 


well, deſerve publick marks of ho- 
nour and profit. 

378. To do ſo, men muſt have 
publick minds, as well as ſalaries; 
or they will ſerve private ends 2 


the publick coſt. 


379. Govem- 
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379. Governments can never be 
well adminiſtered, but where thoſe 
ntruſted make conſcience of well 
lſcharging their places. 


+-0--0-+-0--0-+ 
QUALIFICATIONS. 


380. Five things are requiſite to 
good officer; ability, clean hands, 
patch, patience, and impartia- 
lty, 


+-0--0--0---0-+ 


CAPACITY. 


381. He that underſtands not 
is employment, whatever elſe he 
nows, muit be unfit for it; and 
of publick ſuffer by his inexpert- 
els 


392, They that are able ſhould 
e juſt too; or the government may 


tne worſe far their capacity. 
CLEAN 
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CLEAN HANDS. 


383. Covetouſneſs in ſuch mn 388. 
prompts them to proſtitute the pub-Wquzlity 
lick for gain. not ga 


384. The taking of a bribe, Or too may 
gratuity, ſhould be puniſhed with bet, ar 
ſevere penalties as the defrauding ofMThus tl 
the ſtate, ; bribe fo 

385+ Let men have ſufficient ſa-M: if bu; 
laries, and exceed them at theirMyere di 
peril. pad ap 

386. It is a diſhonour to govem. Ile othe 
ment, that its officers ſhould live 0 389. 
benevolence; as it ought to be in- duty of 
famous for officers to diſhonour the ery mu 
publick, by being twice paid for the nent he 
ſame buſineſs. 390. 

387. But to be paid, and not dlurious 
buſineſs, is rank oppreſſion. 391. 
ay dar 
| 392. 
loler, be 
Wn; lik 
nortgag 


DISPATCH 
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DISPATCH. 


388. Diſpatch is a great and good 
quality in an officer, where duty, 
not gain, excites it. But of this 
too many make their private mar- 
ket, and overplus to their wages. 
Thus the ſalary is for doing, and the 
bribe for diſpatching the buſineſs: 
5 if buſineſs could be done before it 
nere diſpatched ; or they were to be 
pad apart, one by the government, 
e other by the party. 

3389. Diſpatch is as much the 


n-Fluty of an officer, as doing; and 


ery much the honour of the govern- 
nent he ſerves. 

390. Delays have been more in- 
urious than direct injuſtice. 

391. They too often ſtarve thoſe 
aey dare not deny. 

392. The very winner is made a 
ler, becauſe he pays twice for his 
Wn; like thoſe that purchaſe eſtates, 
mortgaged before to the full value. 

G 393. Our 


38 REFLECTIONS 
393. Our law ſays well, Jo 


delay juſtice, is injuſtice.” "Im 
394- Not to have a right, and no ble 4 

to come at it, differ little. tek 7 
395. Refuſal, or diſpatch, is the a 
duty and wiſdom of a good officer ** 
+ 0-4-5400 u. 
PATIENCE. + ke 

k . : inſtanc 

396. Patience is a virtue everyc{; ca 
where; but it ſhines with greateſſlte im 
luſtre in the men of government. ions + 


397. Some are ſo proud or tei 403 
they will not hear what they ſhoulf trouble 
redreſs. als ea 
dunday 
loſe th. 
at to 


398. Others ſo weak, they fink 
or burſt, under the weight of thei 
office; though they can lightly r 
away with the ſalary of it. 

399- Buſineſs can never be we 
done, that is not well underftood 
Which cannot be without patience 

400. It is cruelty, indeed, not! 


give the unhappy an hearing, who 
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ve ought to help; but it is the top 
of oppreſſion to brow-beat the hum- 
ble and modeſt miſerable, when they 
ſeek relief. | 

401. Some, it is true, are un- 
rafonable in their deſires and hopes; 
but then we ſhould inform, not rail 
it and reject them. 

402. It is, therefore, as great an 
inſtance of wiſdom as a man in buſi- 
nels can give, to be patient under 
tie impertinencies and contradic- 
tions that attend it. 

403. Method goes far to prevent 
trouble in buſineſs: for it makes the 
alk eaſy, hinders confuſion, ſaves 
abundance of time, and inſtructs 
loſe that have buſineſs depending, 
Fat to do, and what to hope. 
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IMPARTIALITY. i 

404. Impartiality, though it be ¶ vhen 
the laſt, is not the leaſt part of the 41 
character of a good magiſtrate. jultzc 
405. It is noted as a fault in holy I; 
writ, even to regard the poor ini tie it: 


not fu 


413 
are 11] 


judgment; how much more the 
rich ? 
406. If our compaſſions muſt not 


ſway us; leſs ſhould our fears, pro- partial 
fits, or prejudices. their ſ 

407. Juſtice is juſtly repreſente 414 
blind, becauſe ſhe ſees no differencW'*t, if 
in the parties concerned. bias, w 

408. She has but one ſcale an{W! not: 
weight, for rich and poor, great an here! 
ſmall. 415. 


409. Her ſentence is not guide ut rea 
by the perſon, but the cauſe. Judging 
410. The impartial judge, uFfrovert 
judgment, knows nothing but t lird the 
law ; the prince, no more than ti} 416. 
peaſant ; his kindred, than a ftranÞfzult in 


ge Il ano 


it be 
of the 
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ger. Nay, his enemy is ſure to be 
upon equal terms with his friend, 
when he is upon the bench. 

411. Impartiality is the life of 
jultice, as that is of government. 

412, Nor is it only a benefit to 
the ſtate ; for private families can- 
not ſubſiſt comfortably without it. 

413. Parents that are partial, 
ze ill obeyed by their children; and 
partial maſters not better ſerved by 
their ſervants, 

414. Partiality is always indi- 
ect, if not diſhoneſt ; for it ſhews a 
bias, where reaſon would have none; 
if not an injury, which juſtice every 
where forbids. 

415. As it makes favourites with- 
out reaſon, ſo it uſes no reaſon in 
judging of actions: confirming the 
proverb, © The crow thinks her own 
bird the faireſt.” 

416. What ſome ſee to be no 
fault in one, they will have criminal 
in another, 

G 3 
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417. Nay, 
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417. Nay, how ugly do our fail. 
ings look to us in the perſons of 


others; which yet we ſee not in 


ourſelves. 


418. And but too common it is 
for ſome people, not to know their 
own maxims and principles in the 
mouths of other men, when they 
give occaſion to uſe them. 

419. Partiality corrupts our judg- 
ment of perſons and things, of our- 


ſelves and others. 


420. It contributes more than 
any thing to factions in the govern- 
ment, and feuds in families. 

421. It is a prodigal paſſion, that 
ſeldom returns till it is hunger-bit, 


and 3 bring it within 


boun 


422. And yet we may be indif- 


ferent to a fault. 
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INDIFFERENCE. | 
423. Indifference is good in 
udgment, but bad in relation, and 
fark naught in religion. 

424. And even in judgment, our 
ndifference muſt be to the perſons, 
ot cauſes 3 for one, to be ſure, is 


1 
* Y d 
noat, 


$-0--0-þ-0--0- 


NEUTRALITY. 


425. Neutrality is ſomething elſe 
han indifference ; and yet of kin to 
it too. 

426. A judge ought to be indif- 
ferent ; and yet he cannot be ſaid to 
be neutral, - 

427. The one being to be even 
n judgment, and the other not to 
neddle at all. 

428. And where it is lawful, to 
be ſure, it is beſt to be neutral. 

G 4 429. He 
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429. He that eſpouſes partie, 43; 
can hardly divorce himſelf from Mjeutr; 
their fate; and more fall with their Meernec 
party, than rife with it. Cult, 

430. A wile neuter joins with 436 
neither; but uſes both, as his hone!tM:; of: 
intereſt leads him. ccafi 

431. A neuter only has room 9 437 
be a peace-maker: for being o are | 
neither ſide, he has the means oH Ch. 
mediating a reconciliation of both. I 438 

examp 
of «0-0-5 00 1 h OM 


A P ARTY lame. 


432. And yet where right or re 
ligion gives a call, a neuter muſt b 
a coward or an hypocrite. 

433. In ſuch caſes we ſhoud 439 
never be backward, nor yet milYunkno\ 
taken, (upht } 

434. When our right or religiol 440. 
is in queſtion, then is the fitteſt timꝗ ef the | 
to aſſert it, good ww 

435. Naß“ ſo ar 
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parties, 35. Nor muſt we always be 

f from ieutral, where our neighbour is con- 

th their Hcerned: for though meddling is a 
fult, helping is a duty. 

15 with 436. We have a call to do good, 

s hone li often as we have the power and 
ecaſion. | 

room toll 437. If Heathens could ſay, We 

eing oi are not born for ourſelves ;* ſure- 

eans oy Chriftians ſhon!'d practiſe it. 

f both. MW 438. They are taught fo by his 
example, as well as doctrine, from 
whom they have borrowed their 
ume. 


it Or re * 20 oon 


my OSTENTATION. 
> ſhoulY} 439. Do what good thou canſt 


et miiYunknown ; and be not vain of what 
dught rather to be felt than ſeen. 
religio 440- The humble, in the parable 
teſt tima ef the day of judgment, forgot their 
good works, „Lord, when did we 
5. Naß“ fo and fo?” 
441. He 
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441. He that does good for good's Wil ag2i! 
ſake, ſeeks neither praiſe nor re. Mrbellio1 
ward, though ſure of both at laſt. Med a ; 

nance, 1 
N „h tle black 
447 


COMPLETE VIRTUE. 
442. Content not thyſelf that 


thou art virtuous in the general; 

for one link being wanting, the chain 

is defective. . 
443. Perhaps thou art rather in- 449. 


but littl. 


nocent than virtuous, and owe lte; ht: 
more to thy conſtitution than thy re- 450. 
ligion. ut to by 
444. To be innocent is to be 451. 
not guilty ; but to be virtuous is to ind, w. 
overcome our evil inclinations, Men are 


445. If thou haſt not conquer? 
thyſelf in that which is thy own par 


bey trar 
ons. 


ticular weakneſs, thou haſt no title 452. 
to virtue, though thou art free oft defir; 
other mens. ut, do 

446. For a covetous man tn: no 


inveigh againſt prodigality, an athe it. 


4 # 


f that 


neral ; 
Chain 


er in- 
owelt 
hy re- 


to be 
1s 15 £( 
8. 

quere 
n par 
10 title 
free ol 


jan fl 
n athe 
1 


AND MAXIMS. 107 
it againſt idolatry, a tyrant againſt 
zbellion, or a har againſt forgery, 
nd a drunkard againſt intempe- 
11ce, is for the pot to call the ket- 
le black. 

447. Such reproof would have 
wut little ſucceſs, becauſe it would 
try but little authority with it. 

443. If thou wouldſt conquer thy 
eacneſs, thou muſt never gratify 


449. No man is compelled to 
"nl; his conſent only makes it his. 
450. It is no ſin to be tempted, 
ut to be overcome. 

431. What man, in his right 
ind, would conſpire his own hurt? 


Men are beſide themſelves, when 
bey tranſgreſs againſt their convic- 


ons. 


452. If thou wouldſt not fin, do 


ot deſire; and if thou wouldſt not 


„ do not embrace the tempta- 


on: no, not look at it, nor think 
| it, 


453. Thou 


110 REFLECTIONS, | 
469. 


nor itinerant, as ſettled preacher; 

but they are not to run before theMhitar hi 

are ſent. tearts, 
462. As they freely receive fron the | 

Chriſt, ſo they give. his ſer! 
463. They will not make that Mie fun 

trade, which they know ought notMity- 


in conſcience, to be one. 470. 
464. Yet there is no fear of theifiaugh 
* that deſign not to live by ii Ind tea 
465. The humble and true teach udeſile 
er meets with more than he expect lis, to 
466. He accounts content witii id 
* great gain, and thereforicp 0 
eks not to make a gain of godliY40rid : 
neſs. theſe t1 
467. As the miniſters of Chl 471 
are made by him, and are like himieir a: 
fo they beget people into the ſameſainme 
ji likeneſs. peace 
468. To be like Chriſt, then, ii onditi 
to be a Chriſtian. And regenera 472 
tion is the only way to the king - pre, u. 
dom of God, which we pray for. ue We 
469. Let 
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eachers Ml 469. Let us to-day, therefore, 
ore the bear his voice, and not harden our 
arts, who ſpeaks to us many ways; 
ive fronfln the ſcriptures, in our hearts, by 
is ſervants and providences : and 
te that Mite ſum of all is holineſs and cha- 
ght no:{Wity- 
470, St. James gives a ſhort 
of theiiraught of the matter, but very full 
e by it nd teaching, Pure religion, and 
e teach Hudeſiled before God the Father, is 
expect is, to viſit the fatherleſs and the 
nt witEvidows in their affliction, and to 
zereforffiiecp ourſelves unſpotted from the 
" godlivorld : ?? which is comprized in 
licfe two words, charity and piety. 
" Chrilf 471. They that truly make theſe 
-e himMileir aim, will find them their at- 
ze famMiinment ; and, with them, the 
peace that follows ſo excellent a 
hen, is condition. 
genen 472. Amuſe not thyſelf, there- 
king Wore, with the numerous opinions of 
for. Ide world; nor value thyſelf upon 
9. Let verbal 
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verbal orthodoxy, philoſophy, 0 
thy {kill in tongues, or knowledy 
of the fathers ; (too much the bal 
neſs and vanity of the world) bu 
in this rejoice, * That thou knowel 
God, that 1s the Lord, who exerci 
ſeth loving-kindneſs, and juds 
ment, and righteouſneſs in th 
earth.“ 

473. Publick worſhip is ver 
commendable, if well performed 
We owe it to God and good exam 
ple. But we muſt know, that God 
is not tied to time or place, who 1 


every where at the ſame time; an 


this we ſhall know, as far as we ar 
capable, if, where-ever we are, 0 
defires are to be with him. 

474. Serving God, people gene 
rally confine to the acts of public 
and private worſhip : and thoſe th 
more zealous do often repeat, 1 
hopes of acceptance. 

475. But if we conſider th 
God 1s an infinite ſpirit, and, I 
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uch, every where; and that our 
Saviour has taught us, that he will 
be worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth, 
ve hall ſe the ſhortneſs of ſuch a 
notion, 

476. For ſerving God concerns 
he frame of our ſpirits, in the whole 
courſe of our lives; in every occa- 
ion we have, in which we may 
hew our love to his law. 

477. For as men in battle are 
tontinually in the way of ſhot, fo 
ze, in this world, are ever within 
the reach of temptation : and here- 
n do we ſerve God, if we avoid 
what we are forbid, as well as do 
#hat he commands. 

478. God is better ſerved in re- 
ung a temptation to evil, than in 
nany formal prayers. 

479. This is but twice or thrice 
day; but that every hour and mo- 
nent of the day. So much more is 
dur continual watch, than our even- 
nz and morning devotion, 


H 480, Wouldſt 
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480. Wouldſt thou then ſerve 49 
God? Do not that alone, which rea 
thou would not that another ſhould Ne 
ſee thee do. | hon 

481. Do not take God's name M 48; 


in vain, or diſobey thy parents, or N acl; 
wrong thy neighbour, or commit Ned wit 
adultery, even in thine heart. es; 
482. Neither be vain, laſcivious, Ml Plains, 
proud, drunken, revengeful, or an- ponds, 
aety 


gry nor lie, detract, backbite, 
1 oppreſs, deceive, or be- Hod, p 
tray; but watch vigoroully againt Wo ng 
all temptations to theſe things, aMtie ple. 
knowing that God is preſent, theMl:rcy o 
overſeer of al tuy ways and moi bas, an 
inward tiiougnts, and the avenger oi ad thin 
his own law upon the diſobedient le, or 
and thou wilt acceptably ſerve God creleis 
483. Is it not reaſon, if we er had how 
pect the acknowledgments of tho ur beha 
to whom we are bountiful, that * odneſs 
ſhould reverently pay ours to Godten he 
our moit munificent and conſta , not 


benefactor? 


484 Th 
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434. The world repreſents a rare 
ad ſumptuous palace; mankind, 
tne great family in it; and God, 
te mighty Lord and Maſter of it. 

485. We are all jenſible what a 
lately ſeat it is; the heavens adorn- 
e with ſo many glorious lumina- 
nes; and the earth with groves, 
plains, valleys, hills, fountains, 
ponds, lakes, and rivers; and va- 
nty of fruits and creatures for 
od, pleaſure, and profit : in ſhort, 
do noble an houſe he keeps, and 
tae plenty, and variety, and excel- 
2rcy of his table; his orders, ſea- 
0s, and ſuitableneſs of every time 
2d thing, But we muſt be as ſen- 
wie, or at leait ought to be, what 
tzreleſs and idle ſervants we are, 
ad how ſhort and diſproportionable 
wr behaviour is to his bounty and 
rodneſs ; how long he bears, how 
Wen he reprieves and forgives us; 
#:0, notwithitanding our breach of 

H 2 promiſes, 
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promiſes, and repeated neglects, has 
not yet been provoked to break up 
houſe, and ſend us to ſhift for our- 
ſelves. Should not this great good- 
| neſs, raiſe a due ſenſe in us of our 
undutifulneſs, and a reſolution to 
alter our courſe, and mend our 
manners ; that we may be tor the 
future more worthy communicants 
at our Maſter's good and great 
table? Eſpecially ſince it is not 
more certain that we deſerve his 
diſpleaſure, than that we ſhall feel 
it, if we continue to be unprofitable 
fervants. 

486. But though God has re- 
pleniſhed this world with abundance 
of good things for man's life and 
comfort, yet they are all but imper- 
fe& goods. He only is the perfect 
good to whom they point, But, 
alas! men cannot ſee him for them; 
though they thould always ſee him 
in them. 
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487. I have often wondered at 
the unaccountableneſs of man in 
this, among other things, that, 
though he loves changes ſo well, he 
ſhould care ſo little to hear or think 
of his laſt, great, and, if he pleaſes, 
his beſt, change. 

488. Being, as to our bodies, 
compoſed of changeable elements, 
we, with the world, are made up 
of, and ſubſiſt by, revolution; but 
our ſouls being of another, and 
nobler nature, we ſhould ſeek our 
reſt in a more enduring habitation. 

489. The trueſt end of life is to 
know the life that never ends. 

490, He that makes this his 
care, will find it his crown at laſt. 

491. Life elſe were a miſery, ra- 
tzer than a pleaſure ; a judgment, 
not a bleſſing. 

492. For, to know, regret, and 
reſent, to deſire, hope, and fear, 
more than a beaſt, and not live be- 

H 3 yond 


x33 REFLECTIONS 


yond him, is to make a man leſs 
than a beaſt. 

493. It is the amends of a ſhort 
and troubleſome life, that doing 
good, and ſuffering ill, entitles man 
to one longer and better. 

494. This ever raiſes the good 
man's hope, and gives hum taſtes 
beyond this world. 

5. As it is his aim, fo none 
elſe can hit the mark. 

496. Many make it their ſpecu- 
lation, but it is the good man's 
practice. 

497. His work keeps pace with 
his life, and ſo leaves nothing to be 
done when he dies. 

498. And he that lives to live for 
ever, never fears dying. 

99. Nor can the means be ter- 
rible to him that heartily believes 
the end. 

500. For though death be a dart 
paſſage, it leads to immortality ; * 
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that is recompenſe enough for ſuf- 
fering of 1t. 

501. And yet faith lights us, 
even through the grave ; being the 
evidence of things not ſeen. 

02. And this is the comfort of 
the good, that the grave cannot hold 
them, and that they live as ſoon as 
they die. 

503. For death is no more than 
1 turning of us over from time to 
eternity, | 

594. Nor can there be a revolu- 
tion without it; for it ſuppoſes the 
diſſolution of one form, in order to 
de ſucczſſion of another. 

505. Death, then, being the way 
and condition of life, we cannot 
3 to live, if we cannot bear to 
ie. 

506. Let us, then, not cozen 
ourſelves with the ſhells and huſks 
of things; nor prefer form to power, 
nor ſhadows to ſubſtance : pictures 
H 4 of 
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of bread will not ſatisfy hunger, nor 


thoſe of devotion pleaſe God. 

507. This world is a form; our 
bodies are forms; and no viſible 
acts of devotion can be without 
forms. But yet the leſs form in re- 
ligion the better, ſince God is 2 
ſpirit: for the more mental our 
worſhip, the more adequate to the 
nature of God; the more ſilent, the 
more ſuitable to the language of a 
ſpirit. 

508. Words are for others, not 
for ourſelves: nor for God, who 
hears not as bodies do, but as ſpirits 
ſhould. 

50g. If we would know this dia- 
le&, we mutt learn of the divine 
principle in us. As we hear the 
dictates of that, ſo God hears us. 

510. There we may ſee him, too, 
in all his attributes; though but u 
little, yet as much as we can appre 
hend or bear: for as he is in him 
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elf, he is incomprehenſible, and 
dwelleth in that light no eye can 
* approach,” But in his image we 
nay behold his glory; enough to 
exalt our apprehenſions of God; 
and to inſtruct us in that worſhip 
mich pleaſeth him. 

511. Men may tire themſelves in 
labyrinth of ſearch, and talk of 
God ; but if we would know him 
ndeed, it muſt be from the impreſ- 
tons we receive of him; and the 
otter our hearts are, the deeper and 
lreſier thoſe will be upon us. 

512. If he has made us ſenſible 
cf ais juſtice, by his reproof; of his 
atience, by his forbearance; of his 
nercy, by his forgivencſs; of his 
olincſs, by the ſanctification of our 
learts through his ſpirit ; we have 
i grounded knowledge of God. 
This is experience, that ſpecula- 


hort, this 15 undeniable evidence, 
wita 
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with the realities of religion, and Hur 
will ſtand all winds and weathers, Whity 
513. As our faith, ſo our devo- dt 
tion, ſhould be lively. Cold meat 51 
will not ſerve at thoſe repaſts. ul 0: 
514. It is a coal from God's al- Wow: 
tar muſt kindle our fire : and with ;1: 
out fire, true fire, no acceptable ſa- Nu, j. 
crifice. Ire er 
515, © Open thou my lips, andind w 
then”? ſaid the royal prophet, © ( akk, 
mouth ſhall praiſe God.“ But not tough 
till then, ere m 
516. The preparation of the 520, 
heart, as well as the anſwer of the ade 
tongue, is of the Lord: and t eakne 
have it, our prayers mutt be power e, 
ful, and our worſhip grateful. lat lo: 
uh 517. Let us choote, therefore, Me piet 
. commune where there is the warm Mit.“ 
| elt ſenſe of religion; where devo 521. 
tion exceeds formality, and prattic{ har 
moſt correſponds with profeſſion Wt leaſt 
and where there is, at leaſt, as muchWderat 


charitWerence 
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on, and Miturity as zeal : for where this ſo- 
thers, Mhety is to be found, there ſhall we 
ir devo- id the church of God. 
Id meat 518. As good, fo ill men, are 
8. Wof a church; and every body 
;od's al-iktows who muſt be head of it. 
1d witi-M 519. The humble, meek, merci- 
table ſa- il, juſt, pious, and devout fouls, 
re every where of one religion ; 
ps, andnd when death has taken off the 
t, © my, they will know one another, 
But notMtiough the diverſe liveries they wear 
ere make them ſtrangers. 

of the 520. Great allowances are to be 
r of thee for education and perſonal 
and to ealkneſſes; but it is a rule with 
power Ne, That man is truly religious, 
l. lat loves the perſuaſion he is of for 
efore, Ne picty, rather than the ceremony, 
e warm it.” 
re devo] 521. They that have one end, 
practic an hardly diſagree when they meet. 
ofeſſion W leaſt their concern in the greater, 
as muciWderates their value for, and dif- 

chantWnce about, the leſſer things. 


522. It 


1:4 REFLECTIONS 


522. It is a fad reflection, tha 
many men hardly have any religio 
at all, and moſt men have none e 
their own : for that which is the re 


ligion of their education, and notof 
their judgment, is the religion af 


another, and not theirs. 
523. To have religion upon au 


thority, and not upon conviction, i 
like a finger watch, to be ſet for- 
wards or backwards, as he pleaſes 


that has it in keeping. 

524. It 1s a prepoſterous thing 
that men can venture their ſouls 
where they will not venture the 
money: for they will take their re- 
ligion upon truſt, but not truſt a fv- 
nod about the goodneſs of half: 
crown. 

525. They will follow their on 
judgment when their money is con 
cerned, whatever they do for their 
ſouls. 
526, But 


526 
gion C 
the WC 

527 
m un! 

528 
ſours « 
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ion, unt 526. But, to be ſure, that reli- 
religion gon cannot be right, that a man is 
e none aue worſe for having. 
is the r. 527. No religion is better than 
nd not on unnatural one. 


528. Grace perfects, but never 
furs or ſpoils, nature. 
529, To be unnatural in defence 
iction, Mef grace, is a contradiction, 
ſet for 530. Hardly any thing looks 
> pleaſeiſ i vorſe, than to defend religion by 
ways that ſhew it has no credit 
18 thing with us. 
ir ſou 531. A devout man is one thing, 
Ire their ickler is quite another. 
their e. 532. When our minds exceed 
uſt a f. leir juſt bounds, we muſt needs diſ- 
f half credit what we would recommend. 
533. To be furious in religion 1s 
1eir ound be irreligioully religious. 
is con- 534. If he that is without bow- 
for their es is not a man; how, then, can 
lc be a Chriſtian? | 
6. But 535. It were better to be of no 
clurch, than to be bitter for any. 
536, Bitterneſs 


ligion of 
upon an 


l 
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536. Bitterneſs comes very near 
to enmity, and that is Beelzebub; 
becauſe the perfection of wicked- 
neſs. 

537. A good end cannot ſandify 
evil means; nor muſt we ever do 
evil that good may come of it. 

538. Some folk think they may 
ſcold, rail, hate, rob, and kill too; 
ſo it be but for God's ſake. 

539. But nothing in us unlike 
him can pleaſe him. 

540. It is a great preſumption to 
ſend our paſſions upon God's er. 
rands, as it is to palliate them with 
God's name. 

541. Zeal dropt in charity, 1s 
good; without it, good for nothing: 
for it devours all it comes near. 

542. They muſt firſt judge them- 
ſelves, that preſume to cenſure 
others: and ſuch will not be apt to 
overſhoot the-mark, 


126 


543. We 


543 
late, ra 
by love 

544. 
man ths 

$45 
will do 
love the 
would n 

546. 
gains; 
wins the 

47. 
my, the 
give it, 

543 
Chriſtia 
it hould 
Piffici 

549. 
us, that 
lowance 
our nei; 


nothing 


near 
ebub; 
cked- 


nctify 
er do 


may 
, too; 


AND MAXIMS. 127 


43 We are too ready to reta- 
ate, rather than forgive, or gain 
by love and information. 

544. And yet we could hurt no 
man that we believe loves us. 

545. Let us, then, try what love 
will do : for if men do once ſee we 
love them, we ſhould ſoon find they 
would not harm us. 

546. Force may ſubdue, but love 
gains; ; and he that forgives firſt, 
wins the laurel, 

447. If I am even with my ene- 
my, the debt 1s paid ; but if I for- 
give it, I oblige him for ever. 

543. Love is the hardeſt leſſon in 
Chriſtianity; but, for that reaſon, 
it ſhould be moſt our care to learn it. 
Difficilia quæ pulchra.“ 

549. It is a ſevere rebuke upon 
us, that God makes us ſo many al- 
bwances, and we make ſo few to 
our neighbour: as if charity _ 
wthing to do with religion ; 

b_ 
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2 
love with faith, that ought to worlMiiſciple 
by it. * an live 

550. I find all forts of peo 553. 
agree, Whatſoever were their aniMhould 
moſities, when humbled by the apMWnof du 
proaches of death : then they for ceaſe, Al 
give, then they pray for, and l ball be 
one another: which ſhews us, th: hope in 
it is not our reaſon, but our pafſionMmains. 
that makes and holds up the feudW 554. 
that reign among men in their healWezrth, ſi 
and fulneſs. 'They, therefore, th ot be h. 
live neareſt to that ftate in which ere is 1 
they ſhould die, muſt certainly i Perfes 
the beſt, ind yet 

551. Did we believe a final rech fend w. 
oning and judgment, or did wi 555. 
think enough of what we do bear; w. 
leve, we ſhould allow more love ind wha 
religion than we do: ſince religiuWye, and 

| itſelf is nothing elſe but love to e me,” 

| and man. : r, © ke 

552. © He that lives in lofWhy? V 
n we 


= Co is God,” fv the 
| * diſciple 
| 
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liſciple : and, to be ſure, a man 
can live no where better. 

3. It is moſt reaſonable men 
r aniWhould value that benefit which is 
he apf noſt durable. Now tongues ſhall 
y forceaſe, and prophecy fail, and faith 
d lo ball be conſummated in ſight, and 
hope in enjoyment ; but love re- 
mains. 
554+ Love is indeed heaven upon 
arth, ſince heaven above would 
got be heaven without it; for where 
here is not love, there is fear; but, 
perfect love caſts out fear.“ 
ind yet we naturally fear moſt to 
fend what we molt love. 
555. What we love, we will 
ear; what we love, we will truſt ; 
a what we love, we will ſerve, 
ye, and ſuffer for too.“ If you 
hre me, ſays our bleſſed Redeem- 
u, © keep my commandments.?? 
Thy? Why then, he will love us; 
en we ſhall be his friends; then 
I he 
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he will ſend us the Comforter ; then 
whatever we aſk we ſhall receive; +<< 
and then, where he is we ſhall be 
alſo, and that for ever. Behold the TK U 
fruits of love; the power, virtue, 
benefit, and beauty of love 

556. Love is above all; and 
when it prevails in us all, we hal 
all be lovely, and in love with God, 
and one with another, Amen, 
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THE RIGHT MORALIST. 


1. A Right moraliſt is a great and 
good man; but, for that 
reaſon, he is rarely to be found. 

2. There are a fort of people that 
are fond of the character, who, in 
my opinion, have but little title to it. 

12 3. They 
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he will ſend us the Comforter ; then 
whatever we aſk we ſhall receive; 
and then, where he is we ſhall be 
alſo, and that for ever. Behold the 
fruits of love; the power, virtue, 
benefit, and beauty of love 

556. Love is above all; and 
when it prevails in us all, we ſhall 
all be lovely, and in love with God, 
and one with another. Amen, 
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THE RIGHT MORALIST. 


. Right moraliſt is a great and 
A good man; but, for that 


reaſon, he is rarely to be found. 

2. There are a ſort of people that 
are fond of the character, who, in 
my opinion, have but little title to it. 

12 3. They 


RUN 
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3. They think it enough, not to 


defraud a man of his pay, or betray 
his friend ; but never conſider, that 
the law forbids the one at his peril, 
and that virtue 1s ſeldom the reaſon 
of the other. 

4. But certainly, he that covets can 
no more be a moral man, than he that 
ſteals ; ſince he does ſo in his mind, 
Nor can he be one that robs his neigh- 
bour of his credit, or that craftily 
undermines him of his trade or office. 

5, If a man pays his taylor, but 
debauches his wife, 1s he a current 
moraliſt? 

6. But what ſhall we ſay of the 
man tliat rebels againſt his father, 1s 
an ill huſband, or an abuſive neigh 
bour ; one that 1s laviſh of his tune, 
of his health, and of his eſtate, in 
which his family is ſo nearly con- 
cerned? Muſt he go for a right mo- 
raliſt, becauſe he pays his rent well! 

7. I would aſk ſome of thoſe men 
of morals, whether he that robs oy 

al 
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and himſelf too, though he ſhould 
not defraud his neighbour, be the 
moral man ? 

8. Do I owe myſelf nothing ? 
And do I not owe all to God ? And, 
if paying what we owe makes the 
moral man, 1s it not fit we ſhould be- 
gin to render our dues where we owe 
our very beginning; aye, our all? 

9. The complete moraliſt begins 
with God ; he gives him his due, his 
heart, his love, his ſervice : the boun- 
tiful giver of his well-being, as well 
as being. 

10, He that lives without a ſenſe 
of this dependence and obligation, 
cannot be a moral man, becauſe he 
does not know his returns of love and 
obedience, as becomes an honeſt and 
a ſenſible creature : which very term. 
inplies he is not his own; and it 
cannot be very honeſt to miſemploy 
another's goods. 

11. But how! can there be no 
lebt but to a fellow- creature? Or, will 
13 our 
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rough moraliſts? 


dignities. 

In the firſt place, Him to whom he 
owes himſelf; next, himſelf, in his 
health and livelihood; laſtly, his o- 
ther obligations, whether rational or 
pecuniary: doing to others, to the 
extent of his ability, as he would have 
them do unto him. 

13. In ſhort, the moral man is he 
that loves God above all, and his 
neighbour as himſelf : which fulkis 
both tables at once. 


our exactneſs in paying thoſe trifling 
ones, while we neglect our weightier 
obligations, cancel the bonds we lie 
under; and render us rigid and tho- 


12. As judgments are paid before 
bonds, and bonds before bills or book 
debts; ſo the moraliſt conſiders his 
obligations according to their ſeveral 
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THE WORLD's ABLE MAN. 


14. It is by ſome thought the cha- 
rater of an able man, to be dark, and 
not underſtood, But I am ſure that 
is not fair play. 

15. If he be ſo by ſilence, it is 
better ; but if by diſguiſes, it is in- 
ſincere and hateful, 

16, Secrecy 1s one thing, falſe 
lights are another, 

17. 'The honeſt man, that is rather 
free than open, is ever to be prefer- 
red ; eſpecially when ſenſe is at the 
helm. 

18. The glorying of the other hu- 
mour 1s in a vice: for it is not human 
th be cold, dark, and unconverſable. 
| was going to ſay, they are like 
pick-pockets in a crowd, where a 
man mult ever have his hand apon his 
purſe ; or as ſpies in a garriſon, that, 
if not prevented, betray it. 

19. They are the reverſe of hu- 
man nature; and yet this is the pre- 
14 ſent 
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excellent qualities for Lapland! where 
they ſay, witches (though not many 
conjurers) dwell. 

20. Like highwaymen, that rarely 
rob without vizards, or in the ſame 
wigs and clothes, but have a dreſ; 

for every enterprize. 

21. At beſt, he may be a cun- 
ning-man, which is a ſort of lurch- 
er in politicks. 

22. He is never too hard for the 
wiſe man upon the ſquare; for that 
is out of his element, and puts him 
quite by his ſkill. Nor are wiſe men 
ever catched by him, but when they 
truſt him. 

23. But as cold and as cloſe as 
he ſeems, he can and will pleaſe all, 
if he gets by it; though it ſhould 
neither pleaſe God nor himſelf at 
bottom. 

24. He is for every cauſe that 
brings him gain; but implacable, if 
diſappointed of ſucceſs. 


25. And 


ſent world's wiſe man and politician: 
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an: 25. And what he cannot hinder, 
here Nie will be ſure to ſpoil by over- do- 
nany ng it. EY 
26. None ſo zealous then as he, 
arely Nor that which he cannot abide, 
lame MW 27. What is it he will not, or can - 
dreſs rot do, to hide his true ſentiments ? 
28. For his intereſt he refuſes. no 
ide or party; and will take the 
wong by the hand, when the other 
not do, with as good a grace as 


r the Nie right. 
that W 29. Nay, he commonly chooſes 


ie worſt, becauſe that brings the 
elt bribe : his cauſe being ever mo- 
ey. 

zo. He fails with all winds, and 
never out of his way, where any 
ung is to be had. 

31. A privateer, indeed, and e- 
ry where a bird of prey. 

32. True to nothing but himſelf ; 
Id falſe to all perſons and parties, 


ſerve his own turn, 
33. Talk 
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A 
33. Talk with him as often as Whoſe 
you pleaſe, he will never pay you in . o am 
good coin; for it is either falſe or Whthe m 
clipped. | | oſt nau 
34. But to give a falſe reaſon for 38. B 
any thing, let my reader never leam Her of: 
of him, no more than to give a braß idm; 
half-crown for a good one: not on-Mhcy to t 
ly becauſe it is not true, but becauſe n e:ran' 
it deceives the perſon to whom it b 39. 
given; which I take to be an in- eie two 
morality. mat the 
35. Silence is much more preſe- s the 
rable; for it ſaves the ſecret, as well ive o 
as the perſon's honour. ung the 
36. Such as give themſelves tle be tric 
latitude of ſaying what they do no 40 7 
mean, come to be errant jockeys More tha 
more things than one : but in rel rind giv 
gion and politicks it is pernicious. i mout! 
37. To hear two men talk tlWrinq : fo 
reverſe of their own ſentiments, witii-r-4. tl 
all the good-breeding and appear uſt him 
ance of friendſhip imaginable, MWnetine 


purpole 
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urpoſe to cozen or pump each other, 
to a man of virtue and honour, one 
the moſt melancholy, as well as 
not nauſeous things in the world. 
38. But that it ſhould be the cha- 
iter of an able man, is to difinherit 
dom; and paint out our degene- 
neu to the life, by ſetting up fraud 
u errant impoſtor, in her room. 

39. The trial of ſcill between 
ele two is, who ſhall believe leaſt of 
mat the other ſays: and he that 
s the weakneſs, or gobd- nature, 
v give out firſt, (viz. to believe any 
ing the other ſays) is looked upon 
d be tricked, 
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ou in 
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do no 40. I cannot ſee the policy, any 
eys vr than the neceſſity, of a man's 
N reli-Wrind 21ving the lie to his mouth; or 
ious. 


5 mouth giving falſe alarms of his 
und : for no man can be long be- 
eved; that teaches all men to diſ- 
uſt him : and fince the ableſt have 


mmetimes need of credit, where lies 
the 
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the advantage of their politick cant Wiz beſt 
or banter upon mankind ? anhder 
41. I remember a paſſage of one Nee for, i 
of queen Elizabeth's great men, n' wo 
advice to his friend: The advan- i to be 
tage,” ſays he, © I had upon othen ter, 
at court, was, that I always ſpoke he's ov. 
I thought; which being not believed . A 
by them, I both preſerved a goodMvrectans 
conſcience, and ſuffered no damage govern: 
from that freedom: which, as ut knave 
ſhews the vice to be older than oe uſeful! 
times, ſo does it that gallant man Nest as 
integrity to be the beit way of ons 0! 
voiding it. 46. B 
42. To be ſure it is wiſe, as wei im ſhe 
as honeſt, neither to flatter otùe Htions o 
mens ſentiments, nor diſſemble, A 47. I 
leſs to contradict, our own le of *A 
3. To hold one's tongue, f it to 
ſpeak truth, or talk only of indie; at lea 
rent things, is the faireſt convert 48. It i 
tion, re ma 
44. Women that rarely go abro:gfſKave the 


without vizard maſks have none d 
th 
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cant Ie beſt reputation. But when we 
daſider what all this art and diſguiſe 
f one Mi: for, it equally heightens the wiſe 
n, 43 M=z1's wonder and averſion : perhaps 
an- is to betray a father, a brother, a 
then aner, a friend, a neighbour, or 
ke {Mac's own party. 
cred . A fine conqueſt ! what noble 
good Morecians and Romans abhorred : as 
mage government could not ſubſiſt with- 
as M knavery, and that knaves were 
n ou ufetulleſt props to it; though the 
nan t as well as the greateſt, per- 
of a. ions of the ends of it. 

46. But that it ſhould become a 
wel im ſhews but too groſly the cor- 
one tions of the times. 

47. I confeſs I have heard the 
le of *An uſeful knave,* but ever 
9% it to be a ſilly or a knaviſh ſay- 
g; at leaſt an excuſe for knavery, 
48. It is as reaſonable to think a | 
ore makes the beſt wife, as a | 
ve the beſt officer. 
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49. Beſides, 
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49. Beſides, employing knave L 
encourages knavery, inſtead of pu. 
niſhing it, and alienates the rena 52. 
of virtue: or, at leaſt, muſt make te elf by tl 
world believe the country yields n cauſe wt 
honeſt men enough, able to ſerve be noral a 

50. Art thou a magiitrate ? PreterWſcnſe, 
ſuch as have clean characters where 53. 
they live; and men of eſtates to f Nemploys 
cure a juſt diſcharge of their trulkWmeans a 


that are under no temptation to ſtranſ 54. 
points for a fortune: for ſometime¶penetrat. 
ſuch may be found ſooner than the pr it, ye 
are employed. tions of a 

51. Art thou a private manWlike a w. 
Contract thy acquaintance in a buch of 
row compaſs, and chooſe thoſe forti as they a 
ſubjects of it that are men of prinag 55. E 
ple; ſuch as will male full fopMundire& | 
where honour will not lead them aper in ge 
and that had rather bear the digi prizes ne 
of not being thorough- paced menio ſuccee 
than forfeit their peace and reputi 6; * 
tion by a baſe compliance, come of 


licks as v 


avez 
of pu- 
eward 
ke the 
ds not 
ve het, 
Prefer 
where 

to (e- 
truſts 
\ ſtran 
etimes 
n the) 


man! 


a nal 


forth 
prince 


ſtops 


AND MAXIMS. 143 


THE WISE MAN. 


52. The wiſe man governs him- 
ſelf by the reaſon of his caſe, and be- 
cauſe what he does is beſt : beſt, in a 
moral and prudent, not a ſiniſter, 
ſenſe, 

53. He propoſes juſt ends, and 
employs the faireſt and moſt probable 
means and methods to attain them. 

54. Though you cannot always 
penetrate his deſign, or his reaſons 
for it, yet you ſhall ever ſee his ac- 
tons of a piece, and his performance 
Ike a workman : they will bear the 
touch of wiſdom and honour, as often 
8 they are tried, 

55. He ſcorns to ſerve himſelf by 
indirect means, or to be an interlo- 
per in government; ſince juſt enter- 
prizes never want any unjuſt ways 
o ſucceed them. 

56, To do evil that good may 
come of it, 1s for bunglers, in poli- 


licks as well as morals, | 
57. Like 
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57. Like thoſe ſurgeons that wil 


county 
cut off an arm they cannot cure, to peace 
hide their ignorance and fave their I impro: 
credit, preſs v 

58. The wiſe man is cautious, but WM all mec 
not cunning ; judicious, but not crat- ¶ they thi 
ty; making virtue the meaſure of nent, x 
uſing his excellent underſtanding in ¶ the peo 
the conduct of his life. 62. 

59. The wife man is equal, ready, MM fears G 
but not officious ; has in every thing ¶ eſchews 
an eye to ſure-footing ; he offerds WM as himſe 
no body, nor is eafily offended ; and 
1s always willing to compound for 
wrongs, if not forgive them. 

60. He is never captious, nor cr OF T 
tical ; hates banter and jeſts ; he may 0 
be pleaſant, but not light; he nere 63. N 
deals but in ſubſtantial ware, and dle and { 


leaves the reſt for the toy pates, (ac, nothing 
ſhops) of the world; which are ſo fat 
from being his buſineſs, that they art 
not ſo much as his diverſion. 
61. He is always for ſome folid 
good, civil or moral: as to make l 
count!) 
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will country more virtuous, preſerve her 
e, to i peace and liberty, employ her poor, 
their WW improve land, advance trade, ſup- 

prels vice, encourage induſtry, and 
„ but I all mechanick knowledge; and that 
crat- WW they thould be the care of the govern- 
re of WF ment, and the bleſſing and praiſe of 
ag in i the people. 

62. To conclude, he is juſt, and 
eady, Wl fears God, hates covetouſneſs, and 
thing f eſchews evil, and loves his neighbour 
= as himſelf, 
|; an 


id fot Foo Ke 


OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THOUGHTS. 


63. Man being made a reaſona- 
de and fo a thinking creature, there 
nothing more worthy of his being, 

an the right direction and em- 
loyment of his thoughts : fince up- 
i this depends both his uſefulneſs 
o the publick, and his own preſent 
d future benefit in all reſpects. 

K 64. The 
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64. 'The conſideration of this has nehtl 


often obliged me to lament the un- fe an. 
happineſs of mankind, that, through WM judgm 
too great a mixture and confuſion of N fee, 
thoughts, have been hardly able to I regula, 


make a right or mature judgment 69. 
of things. tiy tho 
65. To this is owing the va- 70, 
rious uncertainty and confuſion we {Wiufer n 
ſee in the world, and the intemperate ¶ And if 
zeal that occaſions them. obſerve 
66 To this, alſo, is to be attn- Milt be a 
buted the imperfect knowledge we Wand do t. 


have of things, and the ſlow progreſs ume. 
we make in attaining to a better: like MW 71. 7; 
the children of Iſrael, that were forty Mind, di. 
years upon their journey from E- Whither ſub 
gypt to Canaan, which might have MWianua] n. 
been performed in leſs than one. et the 
67. In fine, it is to this that we ere to iy; 
ought to aſcribe, if not all, at leat Which blo 
moſt of the infelicities we labour un · Mons or re 
der. 1 
63. Clear, therefore, thy head, Mi their ca 
and rally and manage thy thoughts Wiccount of 
| rightly 
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has Ml rightly, and thou wilt ſave time, and 
an- Wl {te and do thy buſineſs well: for thy 
10h MW judgment will be diſtin, thy mind 
n of fte, and thy faculties ſtrong and 
2 to Negular. 
ent 69. Always remember to bound 
tiy thoughts to the preſent occaſion, 
va- 70. If it be thy religious duty, 
i we ufer nothing elſe to ſhare in them. 
And if any civil or temporal affair, 
obſerve the ſame caution, and thou 


ittr- {Wilt be a whole man to every thing, 
e we {Wand do twice the buſineſs in the ſame 
grels {Wime. 

: like MW 71. If any point over-labours thy 
forty nnd, divert and relieve it by ſome 
n E- ier ſubject, of a more ſenſible or 
have nanual nature, rather than what may 


tet the underſtanding: for this 
at we ere to write one thing upon another 
t leat Wiuich blots out our former impreſ- 
ur un- ens or renders them illegible. 
72. They that are leaſt divided 
head, WO their care, always give the beſt 
Count of their buſineſs, 
K 2 73. As 


ns _ — 
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z. As, therefore, thou art always 7 
to purſue the preſent ſubject till thou er te 
haſt maſtered it, ſo if it fall out that lirelh 


thou haſt more affairs than one upon lead, 
thy hand, be ſure to prefer that elean 
which 1s of moſt moment, and will 79 
leaſt wait thy leiſure, 

74. He that judges not well of 
the importance of his affairs, though 
he may be always buſy, muſt make 
but a {mall prgreſs. 

75. But make not more buſineſs 
neceſſary than 1s ſo; and rather lel- 
ſen than augment work for thyſelf, 

76. Nor yet be over-eager in 
purſuit of any thing ; for the mer- 
curial too often happen to leave 
judgment behind them, and ſome- 
times make work for repentance. 80. 

77. He that over- runs his buf - to leſſe 
neſs, leaves it for him that follow © Yate 11! 
more leiſurely to take it up : which $1, { 
has often proved a profitable harvel 
to them that never ſowed, * 

78, 


giving 
digeth 
many 
as ſav 
courſe 
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78. It is the advantage that ſlow- 
er tempers have upon the men of 
lively parts, that though they do not 
lead, they will follow well, and glean 
clean. 

79. Upon the whole matter, em- 
ploy thy thoughts as thy buſineſs 
requires, and let that have place 
according to merit and urgency, 
giving every thing a review and due 
dgeltion ; and thou wilt prevent 
many errors and vexations, as well 
as ſave much time to thyſelf in the 
courſe of thy life. 


+0000 


OF ENVY. 


80. It is the mark of ill-nature 
to leſſen good actions, and aggra- 
vate ill ones. 

81. Some men do as much be- 
grudge others a good name, as they 
want one themſelves : and perhaps 
that is the reaſon of it. 

R 3 82, But 
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82. But certainly they are in the 
wrong that think they are leſſened, 
| becauſe others have their due. 


83. Such people generally have 
leſs merit than ambition, that covet 
the reward of other men's; and to 
be ſure a very ill nature, that wil 
rather rob others of their due, than 
allow them their praiſe. 

84 It is more an error of our will 
than our judgment; for we know it 
to be an effect of our paſſion, not 
our reaſon; and therefore we are 
the more culpable in our partial el. 
timates. 

85. It is as envious as unjuſt, to 
under-rate another's actions, where 
their intrinfick worth recommends 
them to diſengaged minds. 

86. Nothing ſhews more the folly, 
as well as fraud of man, than clip- 
ping merit and reputation. 

87. And as ſome men think it an 
alloy to themſelves, that others — 

ell 


religh 
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Ss 
their 
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men. 
90. 
joice 
help te 
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withou 
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charac 
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their right; ſo they know no end of 
pilfering, to raiſe their own credit. 
83. 'This envy is the child of 


have pride; and miſgives rather than miſ- 

*ovet takes. 

id to 89. It will have charity to be oſ- 
will tentation 3 ſobriety, covetouſneſs ; 


humility, craft; bounty, popularity. 
In ſhort, virtue muſt be deſign, and 
religion only intereſt. Nay, the beſt 
of qualities muſt not paſs without a 
but to alloy their merit, and abate 
their praiſe, Baſeſt of tempers ! 
and they that have it, the worſt of 
men, 

go. But juſt and noble minds re- 
joice in other men's ſucceſs, and 
zend help to augment their praiſe. 

91. And, indeed, they are not 
folly, M vithout a love to virtue, that take 
clip- MW = ſatisfaction in ſeeing her reward- 

ed; and ſuch deſerve to ſhare her 
it an character, that do abhor to leſſen it. 


K 4 OF 


REFLECTIONS 


OF MAN'S LIFE. 


92. Why is man leſs durable than 
the works of his hands, but becauſe 
this 15 not the place of his reſt ? 

93. And it is a great and juſt re- 

upon him, that he ſhould fx 
his mind where he cannot ftay him- 
ſelf. 

94. Were 1t not more his wiſdom 
to be concerned about thoſe works 
that will go with him, and ered a 
manſion for him, where time has 
power neither over him nor it? 

95. It is a fad thing for a man ſo 
often to miſs his way to his beſt, as 
well as moſt lafting, home. 
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OF AMBITION, 
96. They that ſoar too high, of- 


ten fall hard ; which makes a low 


and level dwelling preferable. 
97. The 
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97. The talleſt trees are moſt in 
the power of the winds; and ambi- 
tious men of the blaſts of fortune. 

98. They are moſt ſeen and ob- 
ſerved, and moſt envied; leaſt quiet, 
but moſt talked of, and not often to 
their advantage. 

99. Thoſe builders had need of a 
good foundation, that lie fo much 
expoſed to weather. 

109, Good works are a rock that 
vill ſupport their credit; but ill 
ones a ſandy foundation, that yields 
to calamities, 

101. And truly they ought to ex- 
pect no pity in their fall, who, when 
n power, had no bowels for the un- 
nappy 

102. The wori of diſtempers; 
aways craving and thirſty, reſtleſs 
and hated ; a perfect delirium in 
the mind; unſufferable in ſucceſs, 
and in diſappointments moſt re- 
rengeful, 

OF 
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OF PRAISE OR APPLAUSE id fe 


or the 
103. We are apt to love praiſe, MW when 1 
but not to deſerve it. 109 


104. But if we would deſerve it, not m- 
we muſt love virtue more than that, ſince ti 
105. As there is no paſſion in wi t the « 
ſooner moved, or more deceivable, 


110, 
ſo, for that reaſon, there is none circum! 
over which we ought to be more for if w 
watchful, whether we give or E le gl 
ceive it: for if we give it, we mull aken a 
be ſure to mean it, and meaſure i we are 
too. : pleaſing 

106. If we are penurious, it ſhev ve may 
emulation; if we exceed, flattery. W our juſt 

107. Good meaſure belongs Mcomplin 
good actions; more looks naulcou 111. 
as well as infincere : beſides, it M bwances 
perſecuting the meritorious, who Woccafion: 
out of countenance to hear what s decei; 
deſerves. HS. 1 

108. It is much eaſier for him H ſelves, 9 
merit applauſe, than to hear ot 1! ſecurity ! 


all 


USB, 
praise, 


rve it, 
that. 
in vs 
vable, 
none 
more 
or te- 
e mul 
ure! 


t ſhew 
ttery. 
ngs (( 
uſeous 
„ it 1 
Who! 


vhat be 


him t 


r of it 
all 


AND MAXNXIMS. 1585 


2nd he never doubts himſelf more, 
or the perſon that gives it, than 
when he hears ſo much of it. 

109. But, to ſay true, there need 
not many cautions on this hand; 
ſince the world 1s rarely juſt enough 
to the deſerving. 

110, However, we cannot be too 
circumſpe& how we receive praiſe: 
for if we contemplate ourſelves in a 
falſe glaſs, we are ſure to be miſ- 
taken about our dues : and becauſe 
we are too apt to believe what is 
plealing, rather than what is true, 
we may be too eaſily ſwelled beyond 
our juſt proportion, by the windy 
compliments of men. 

111. Make ever, therefore, al- 
lowances for what is ſaid on ſuch 
occaſions ; or thou expoſeſt, as well 
4 deceiveſt thyſelf. 

112. For an over-value of our- 
ſelves, gives us but a dangerous 
kcurity in many reſpects, 

113. We 
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4 


113. We expect more than be. MW 119. 
longs to us ; take all that is given engages 
us, though never meant us; and fal MW we com: 
out with thoſe that are not ſo full of MW » want 


us as we are of ourſelves. 15 the of 
I I 4. In ſhort, it is 4 paſſion that cretion. 
abuſes our judgment, and makes c 120. 
both unſafe and ridiculous. ſerred: 
115. Be not fond, therefore, of tural th 
praiſe ; but ſeek virtue, that lead But if re 
tO It. virtue, 1 
116. And yet no more leſſen or pany. 
diſſemble thy merit, than over-a² , 121. 
it: for though humility be a virtue, peech: 


an affected one is none. ever ſhe) 
122. 

F O onen fayy WOrd 

plainly : 


OF CONDUCT IN SPEECH 
117. Inquire often, but judg 


not oſte 
ſtood, 


rarely, and thou wilt not often h 123. 
miſtaken. than ma 
118. It is ſafer to learn than 0 they hay 


teach; and he who conceals his opi 
mon has nothing to anſwer for. 


119. Van 
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119. Vanity or reſentment often 
engages us, and it is two to one but 
we come off loſers; for one ſhews 
2 want of judgment and humility, 
1: the other does of temper and diſ- 
cretion. 

120. Not that I admire the re- 
ſerved : for they are next to unna- 
tural that are not communicable, 
But if reſervedneſs be at any time a 
virtue, it is in throngs, or ill com- 
pany. 

121. Beware alſo of affectation in 
ſpeech : it often wrongs matter, and 
ever ſhews a blind fide. 

122, Speak properly, and in as 
ſew words as you can, but always 
plainly : for the end of ſpeech 1s 
not oſtentation, but to be under- 
ſtood, 

123. They that affect words more 
than matter will dry up that little 
liey have. 
124. Senſe 
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124. Senſe never fails to give 
them that have it words enough to 
make them underſtood. 

125. But it too often happens in 
ſome converſations, as in apotheca- 
ries ſhops ; that thoſe pots that are 
empty, or have things of ſmall ya. 
lae in them, are as gaudily dreſſed 
and flouriſhed as thoſe that are full 
of precious drugs. 

126. This labouring of light 
matter with flouriſhed turns of ex- 
preſſion is fulſome; and worſe than 
the modern imitation of tapeſtry, 
and Eaſt-India goods, in ſtuffs and 
Imens. In ſhort, it is but tautry 
talk, and next to very traſh, 
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UNION OF FRIENDS. 
127. They that love beyond the 


world cannot be ſeparated by it. 


128. Death cannot kill what ne- 
ver dies. 


129. Nor 
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ire 129. Nor can ſpirits ever be di- 

1 to Whiled, that love and live in the ſame 
ine principle, the root and record 

f their friendſhip. 

130. If abſence be not death, 

either is their's. 


s in 


are 

va. W 131. Death is but croſſing the 
led Nord, as friends do the ſeas; they 
full Nie in one another ſtill. f 


132. For they mult needs be pre- 
nt that love and live in that which 
b omnipreſent, | 
133. In this divine glaſs they ſee 
ry, ee to face; and their converſe is 
ind ee, as well as pure. 
iry 134. This 15 the comfort of 
nends, that though they may be 
ad to die, yet their friendſhip and 
dciety are, in the beſt ſenſe, ever 
preſent, becauſe immortal. 


160 


REFLECTIONS 


OF BEING EASY IN LIVING, 


135. It is an happineſs 


to be de- 


livered from a curious mind, as well 


as from a dainty palate, 


136. For it is not only a trou- 
Ude but ſlaviſh thing to be nice, 


137. They narrow their 
dom and comforts, that 


own free- 
make ſo 


much requiſite to enjoy them, 
138. To be eaſy in living is much 


of the pleaſure of life ; 


but difficult 


tempers will always want it. 
139. A careleſs and homely breed. 
ing is therefore preferable to one 


nice and delicate. 


140. And he that is taught to 
live upon little, owes more to his 


father's wiſdom, than he that has 4 


great deal left him, does to his fa- 


ther's care. 


141. Children cannot be well too 


hardily bred : for beſides that it ft 


them to bear the roughelt 


broviden- 


ces, it is more active and 


healthy. 
142 . Nay, 
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142. Nay, it is certain, that the 

0. livercy of the mind is mightily pre- 

de- WM (crved by it: for fo it is ſerved, in- 

well WW tead of being a fervant, indeed a 
ſave, to ſenſual delicacies. 


rou- 143. As nature is ſoon anſwered, 
nice, WM o are ſuch ſatisſied. 
fre- 144. The memory of the ancients 


e lM hardly in any thing more to be 
celebrated, than in a ſtrict and uſe- 

nuch WE ful inftitution of youth. 

heult 145. By labour they prevented 
luxury 1n their young people, till 

reed · Mviſlom and philoſophy had taught 

one em to retiſt and deſpite it. 

146. It mult be therefore a groſs 
fault to ſtrive ſo hard for the plea- 
lure of our bodies, and be fo inſen- 
1 careleſs of the freedom of 
bur fouls, 
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OF MAN's INCONSIDERATE- 15 


NESS AND PARTIALITY. 10 5 
147. It is very obſervable, Hon 15. 


civil rights are invaded or incroach- , ia 
ed upon, we are mightily touched, Ml e 


exc 

and fill every place with our reſent- y 
ment and complaint; while we ſuffer are nc 
_ ourſelves, our better and noble the loſ 
ſelves, to be the property and val x:lve 1 
ſals of ſin, the worſt of invaders, 153. 
148. In vain do we expect to H own m 
delivered from ſuch troubles, till vl and ju; 
are delivered from the cauſe of then joy or! 
our diſobedience to God. 154. 
149. When he has his dues fron every t 
us, it will be time enough for h nut ol 


to give us ours out of one _ Viz. to 

150. It is our great happineſs, M for judo 

we — Sac N it, 8 med Judg 
with ſuch checks in the career 
our worldly enjoyments : let » 
ſhould forget the giver, adore d 
gift, and terminate our felicity her 
which is not man's ultimate blils 
151.0 
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151. Our loſſes are often made 
judgments by our guilt, and mercies 
by our repentance, 

152, Beſides, it argues great fol- 
ly in men to let their ſatisfaction 
exceed the true value of any tem- 
poral matter: for diſappointments 
are not always to be meaſured by 
the loſs of the thing, but the over. 
ralue we put upon it. 

153. And thus men improve their 
own miſeries, for want of an equal 
and juſt eſtimate of what they en- 
joy or loſe. . 

154. There lies a proviſo upon 
every thing 1a this world, and we 
mult obſerve it at our own peril, 
11z. to love God above all, and act 


for judgment; the laſt I mean. 


164 REFLECTIONS 


6 
OF THE RULE OF JUDGING. Ap 


155. In all things reaſon ſhould vet ju 


prevail: it is quite another thing 162 

to be ſtiff, than ſteady in an opinion. due to 

156. This may be reaſonable, of our 

but that is ever wilful. ſerve, ; 
157. In ſuch caſes it always hap. WW ence. 

- pens, that the clearer the argument, MW 163. 

the greater the obſtinacy, where the "v4 : 
mn the 


defign 1s not to be convinced. * 

158. This is to value humour t s ou 
more than truth, and prefer a ſullen Hey no! 
pride to a reaſonable ſubmiſſion. for we { 

159. It is the glory of a man ti Ptrinſic 
vail to truth; as it is the mark of 104. 
good nature to be eaſily intreated. Huff 

160. Beaſts act by ſenſe, mu vaſonab 
ſhould act by reaſon ; elſe he is a 165: ] 
greater beaſt than ever God made:WM##ority 


and the proverb is verified, T. 166. | 
corruption of the beſt things is tis ide of a 
worſt and moſt offenſive.” ſpute o 


161, 


NG. 


hould 
thing 
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able, 
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161. A reaſonable opinion muſt 
erer be in danger where reaſon 1s 
not judge. 

162. Though there is a regard 
due to education, and the tradition 
of our fathers, truth will ever de- 
ſerve, as well as claim, the prefer- 
ence. 

163. If, like Theophilus and Ti- 
mothy, we have been brought up 
In the knowledge of the beſt things, 
It is our advantage; but neither 
they nor we loſe by trying the truth: 
for we ſo learn their, as well as its, 
intrinſick worth. 

164. Truth never loſt ground by 
inquiry; becauſe ſhe is, moſt of all, 
reaſonable, 

165. Nor can that need another 
authority that is ſelf-evident. 

166. If my own reaſon be on the 
ide of a principle, with what can L 


Uſpute or withſtand it? 


L 3 167. And 
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167. And if men would once con. 172 
fider one another reaſonably, they WW that ti 
would either reconcile their differ- Nich p 
ences, or maintain them more ami- o m 
cably. what | 

168. Let that, therefore, be the M their d 
ſtandard, that has moſt to ſay for 173 
itſelf : though of that let every man I it is th 
be judge for himſelf. our pe 

169. Reaſon, like the ſun, is com- vould 
mon to all: and it is for want of prepar: 
examining all by the ſame light and 
meaſure, that we are not all of the 
ſame mind: for all have it to that OF II 
end, though all do not uſe it ſo. 

CO. O 174. 
conditic 
OF FORMALIT V. the unſ; 

170. Form is good, but not for- Nef God 

mality. pleaſe h 


171. In the uſe of the beſt of 175. 


forms there is too much of that, [MW him, 
fcar. | ceremor 


172. U 
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172. It is abſolutely neceſſary 
that this diſtinction ſhould go along 
with people in their devotion ; for 
oo many are apter to reſt upon 
what they do, than how they do 
their duty. 

173. If it were conſidered, that 
it is the frame of the mind that gives 
our performances acceptance, we 
would lay more ſtreſs on our inward 
preparation than our outward action. 


OF THE MEAN NOTION WE 
HAVE OF GOD. 


174. Nothing more ſhews the low 
condition man is fallen into, than 
the unſuitable notion we muſt have 
of God, by the ways we take to 
pleaſe him. - 

175. As if it availed any thing 
to him, that we performed ſo many 
ceremonies and external forms of 

L 4 devotion, 


168 REFLECTIONS 
devotion, who never meant more by 


them, than to try our obedience, * 


and, through them, to ſhew us ſome- 
thing more excellent and durable 
beyond them. 

176. Doing while we are undo- 
ing is good for nothing. 

177. Of what benefit is it to ſay 
our prayers regularly, go to church, 
receive the ſacrament, and, may be, 
go to confeſſions too; aye, feait the 
prieſt, and give alms to the poor; 
and yet lie, ſwear, curſe, be drunk, 
covetous, unclean, proud, revenge- 
ful, vain, or idle, at the ſame time. 

178. Can one excuſe or balance 
the other ? Or will God think him- 
ſelf well ſerved, where his law is 
violated ? Or well uſed, where there 
3s ſo much more ſhe v than ſubſtance? 

179. It is a moſt dangerous error, 
for a man to think to excuſe himſelf 
in the breach of a moral duty, by a 
formal performance of poſitive * 
N p; 
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ſhip ; and leſs, when of human in- 
vention. 

180. Our bleſſed Saviour moſt 
nghtly and clearly diſtinguiſhed and 
determined this caſe, when he told 
tie Jews, © That they were his 
mother, his brethren, and ſiſters, 


« who did the will of his Father.“ 


K f 


OF THE BENEFIT OF 
JUSTICE. 


191. Juſtice is a great ſupport of 
ſociety, becauſe an inſurance to all 
men of their property: this violat- 
el, there is no ſecurity ; which 
throws all into confuſion to recover 
It, 

182. An honeſt man is a faſt 
pledge in dealing. A man is. ſure 
bo have it, if it be to be had. 

183. Many are fo, merely of ne- 
ceſſity; others not fo, only for the 

{ame 
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ſame reaſon ; but ſuch an honeſt 
man is not to be thanked ; and ſuch 
a diſhoneſt man 1s to be pitied, 

134. But he that is diſhoneſt for 
gain is next to a robber, and to be 
puniſhed for example. 

185. And, indeed, there are few 
dealers but what are faulty ; which 
makes trade difficult, and a great 
temptation to men of virtue. 

136. It is not what they ſhould, 
but what they can, get : faults or 
decays muſt be concealed, big words 
given where they are not deſerved, 
and the ignorance or neceſſity of the 
buyer impoſed upon, for unjuſt pro- 
fit. 

187. Theſe are the men that keep 
their words for their own ends ; and 
are only juſt for fear of the magiſ- 
trate. 

188. A politick rather than a 
moral honeſty ; a conſtrained, not a 
choſen juſtice : according to the 
proverb, 
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woverb, © Patience per force, and 
hank you for nothing.” 

189. But of all injuſtice, that is 
the greateſt that paſſes under the 
name of law, A cut-purſe in Weft- 
ninſter- hall exceeds : for that ad- 
rances injuſtice to oppreſſion, where 
hw is alledged for that which it 
ſoutd puniſh, 


OF JEALOUSY. 


190. The jealous are troubleſome 
to others, but a torment to them- 
ſelves. 

191. Jealouſy is a kind of civil 
war in the ſoul, where judgment 
and imagination are at perpetual 
Jars. 

192. This civil diſſention in the 
mind, like that of the body poli- 
E. commits great diſorders, and 


lavs all waſte, 


193. Nothing 
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193 Nothing ſtands fafe in its 


way: nature, intereſt, religion, muſt 


- yield to its fury. | 198 
194. It violates contracts, diſ. one is 
ſolves ſociety, breaks wedlock, be- 199 
trays friends and neighbours: no W :; cha 
body is good, and every one is ei- W tage o 
ther doing or deſigning them a miſ- 200 
chief. above 
195. It has a venom that more Wl tempt; 

or leſs rankles where-ever it bites: 201 


and as it reports fancies for facts, ¶ or omi 
ſo it diſturbs its own houſe, as often MW ye arc 
as other folks. ſerved 

196. Its riſe is guilt or 11] nature; ſervice 
and by reflection it thinks its own WE than o 
faults to be other mens: as he that means 


is over- run with the jaundice takes 202 
others to be yellow. „ vidom 
197. A jealous man only ſees his moſt fo 
own ſpectrum when he looks upon 203. 
other men, and gives his character W cheap 
in theirs. puts v 


very \ 


OF 
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OF STATE. 


198. I love ſervice, but not ſtate : 
one 15 uſeful, the other ſuperfluous. 

199. 'The trouble of this, as well 
25 Charge, is real; but the advan- 
tage only 1maginary. 

200. Beſides, it helps to ſet us up 
above ourſelves, and augments our 
temptation to diſorder. 

201. The leaft thing out of joint, 
or omitted, makes us uneaſy ; and 
we are ready to think ourſelves ill 
ſerved about that which 1s of no real 
ſervice at all; or ſo much better 
than other men, as we have the 
means of greater ſtate. 

202. But this is all for want of 
wiſdom, which carries the trueſt and 
nolt forcible ſtate along with it. 

203. He that makes not himſelf 
cheap by indiſcreet converſation, 
puts value enough upon himſelf 
every where. 


204. The 
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204. The other is rather pagean- 
try than ſtate. 


OF A GOOD SERVANT, 


205+ A true, and a good ſervant, 
are the ſame thing. 

206. But no ſervant is true to his 
maſter that defrauds him. 

207. Now there are many ways 
of defrauding a maſter, as, of time, 
care, pains, reſpect, and reputation, 
as well as money. 

208. He that neglects his work 
robs his maſter, ſince he is fed and 
paid as if he did his beſt: and he 
that 15 not as diligent in the abſence, 
as in the preſence, of his maker, 
cannot be a true ſervant. . 

209. Nor 1s he a true ſervant, 
that buys dear to ſhare in the proſt 
with the ſeller, 


210. Nor 


210 
withou 
his m: 
ple; o 
ings, v 
fetior 

211 
gent, 
tender 
intereſ 

212 
well; 
nit, i 
maſter 


AND MAXIMS. 175 


210, Nor yet he that tells tales 
without doors; or deals baſely, in 
his maſter's name, with other peo- 
ple; or connives at others loiter- 
ings, waſtings, or diſhonourable re- 


agean- 


\T, flections. 

ervant, 211. So that a true ſervant is di- 
gent, ſecret, and reſpectful: more 

to his tender of his maſter's honour and 
intereſt, than of his own profit. 

ways 212. Such a ſervant deſerves 

time, MW well ; and, if modeſt under his me- 

tation, nit, ſhould liberally feel it at his 
maſter's hand, 

work 
<q and F Y . 
nd he 


OF AN IMMODERATE PUR- 
SUIT OF THE WORLD. 


213. It ſhews a depraved ſtate 
of mind, to cark and care for that 
which one does not need. 

214. Some are as eager to be rich 
as ever they were to live: for ſuper- 
luity, as for ſubſiſtence. 


ſence, 
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215. But that plenty ſhould aug- 


ment covetouſneſs, is a perverſion! 
- of Providence; and yet the genera- 


lity are the worſe for their riches, 

216, But it 1s ſtrange, that old 
men ſhould excel ; for generally mo. 
ney lies neareſt them, that are near- 
eſt their graves ; as if they would 
augment their love, in proportion to 
the little time they have left to enjoy 
it: and yet their pleaſure is without 
enjoyment, ſince none enjoy what 
they do not uſe, 

217. So that inſtead of learning 
to leave their great wealth eaſily, 
they hold it the faſter, becauſe they 
mult leave it: ſo ſordid is the tem. 
per of ſome men. 

218. Where charity keeps pace 
with gain, induſtry is bleſſed : but to 
ſlave to get, and keep it ſordidly, i 
a ſin againſt Providence, a vice in 
government, and an injury to their 
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219. Such as they, ſpend not one- 
fifth of their income; and, it may 
be, give not one tenth part of what 
tiey ſpend to the needy. 

220. This is the worſt ſort of idc« 
try, becauſe there can be no reli- 
gion in it, nor ignorance pleaded 
n excuſe of it; and that it wrongs 
other folks, that ought to have a 
ltare therein. 


A O. 


OF THE INTEREST OF THE 
PUBLICK IN OUR ESTATES» 


221. Hardly any thing is given 
5 for ourſelves, but the publick may 
claim a ſhare with us. But of all we 
call ours we are moſt accountable 
bo God and the publick, for our eſ- 
lates : in this we are but ſtewards ; 
ad to hoard up all to ourſelves is 
great injuſtice, as well as ingrati- 


lude, 
M 222, I£ 
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222. If all men were fo far te- gidrat 
nants to the publick, that the ſuper- fering 
fluities of gain and expenſe wer 225, 
applied to the exigencies thereof, ii »; wel 
would put an end to taxes, leave rot of this 
a beggar, and make the greatellM excelle 


bank for national trade in Europe. ¶ ſumpti 
223. It is a judgment upon uM the pri 
as well as weaknefs, though we vill the exe 
not ſee it, to begin at the wrong intereſt 
end. i muſt be 
224. If the taxes we give are r 228. 
to maintain pride, I am ſure dier puniſlin 
would be leſs, if pride were made M Hould 
tax to the government. nent; 
225. I confeſs I have wondered thy b. 


that ſo many Iawful and uſeful thing 229. 
are exciſed by laws, and pride le and {vil 
to reign free over them and the pd v the þ 
lick. n conſe, 

226. But, ſince people are molt not + 
afraid of the laws of man than of©nod-+ 1+ 
God, becauſe their puniſhment ſeemMis tem pe 


to be neareſt, I know not how maWnent ? 


giſtrate 


ar te- 
ſuper- 
were 
col, it 
ve not 
reatelt 
FOPE. 
On Us, 
we wil 
wron 


are 10 
e ther 
made 4 


"ndere 
1 thing 
ide || 
he pub 


re mon 


than 0 
nt ſeem 
10W ma 


guſtratt 


AND MAXIMS. 179 


giſtrates can be excuſed in their ſuf- 
fering ſuch exceſs with impunity. 

227. Our noble Engliſh patriarchs, 
s well as patriots, were ſo ſenſible 
of this evil, that they made ſeveral 
excellent laws, commonly called 
ſumptuary, to forbid, at leaſt limit, 
the pride of the people ; and becauſe 
the execution of them would be our 
intereſt and honour, their neglect 
muſt be our juſt reproach and loſs. 

228, It 1s but reaſonable that the 
puniſhment of pride and exceſs, 
ſhould help to ſupport the govern- 
ment; ſince it mutt otherwiſe inevi- 
tably be ruined by them. 

229. But ſome ſay, It ruins trade, 
aid will make the poor burthenſome 
o the publick ; ' but if ſuch trade, 
n conſequence, ruins the kingdom, is 
t not time to ruin that trade? Is 
noderation no part of our duty, and 
z temperance an enemy to govern- 


Ment ? 
M 2 


230, He 
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230. He is a Judas, that will get 
money by any thing. | 
231. To wink at a trade that 5 
effeminates the people, and invade; c 75 
the ancient diſcipline of the king. oe 11 
dom, is a crime capital, and to be Sp 


ſeverely puniſhed, inſtead of being mA 
excuſed, by the magiſtrate, 4 — 
232. Is there no better employ- N doe; 1 


ment for the poor than luxury! Mi- 
ſerable nation N 

233. What did they, before they 
fell into theſe forbidden methods ? 1; 


there not land enough in England 


he aboi 
$5 ſure | 
every | 
proverb 


to cultivate, and more and better 1 2 5 7 
manufactures to be made ? n 1 U 
234+ Have we no room for then Ts 

in our plantations, about things tha os 5 
may augment trade without luxury! 0 * 8 , t, 
235. In ſhort, let pride pay, aq at, 6 K 
exceſs be well exciſed: and if tha . * 
will not cure the people, it will help he 5 t 
to keep the kingdom, hs 
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THE VAIN MAN. 


236, But a vain man 1s a nau- 
ſous creature: he is ſo full of him- 
ſelt, that he has no room for any 
thing elſe, be it ever ſo good or de- 
ſerving. 

237. It is I, at every turn, that 
does this, or can do that. And as 
he 2bounds in his compariſons, ſo he 
b ſure to give himſelf the better of 
every body elſe ; according to the 
proverb, <All his geeſe are ſwans.“ 

238. 'They are certainly to be 
ritied that can be ſo much miſtaken 
a home. 

239. And yet I have ſometimes 
liought, that ſuch people are, in a 
ort, happy, that nothing can put 
out of countenance with themſelves, 
tough they neither have, nor merit, 
ther people's. 

240. But, at the ſame time, one 
would wonder they ſhould not feel 
de blows they give themſelves, or 


M 3 get 


— — — 


1 REFLECTIONS 


get from others, for this intolerable 
and ridiculous temper ; nor ſhew 
any concern at that, which makes 
others bluſh for, as well as at them, 
Viz, their unreaſonable aſſurance. 

241. To be a man's own fool is 
bad enough; but the vain man 15 
every body's, 

242. This filly diſpoſition comes 
of a mixture of ignorance, conii- 
dence, and pride: and as there 1s 
more or leſs of the laſt, ſo it is more 
or leſs offenſive, or entertaining. 

243. And yet, perhaps, the worſt 
part of this vanity is its unteacha- 
bleneſs. Tell it any thing, and it has 
known it long ago; and outruns in- 
formation and inſtruction, or elle 
proudly puſſs at it. 

244. Whereas the greateſt un- 
derſtandings doubt moſt, are readieſ 
to learn, and leaſt pleaſed with them- 
ſelves ; this, with nobody elſe. 

245. For though they ſtand on 
higher ground, and ſo ſee * 
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tm their neighbours, they are yet 
umbled by their proſpect, ſince it 
hews them ſomething ſo much high- 
er above their reach. 

246. And truly then it is that 
ſenſe ſhines with the greateſt beauty, 
when it is {et in humility. 

:47. An humble able man is a jewel 
worth a kingdom: it 15 often ſaved by 
jim, as Solomon's poor wiſe man 
ud the city. | 

248. May we have more of them 
or leis need of them. 


THE CONFORMIST. 


249. It 15 reaſonable to concur, 
vere conſcience does not forbid a 
compliance; for conformity is at 
leaſt a civil virtue. 

250. But we would only preſs it 
n neceſſaries; the reſt may prove a 
rare or temptation to break ſociety. 

M 4 251, But, 
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25 1. But, above all, it is weak. 
neſs in religion and government, 
where it is carried to things of an 
indifferent nature; ſince, beſides that 
it makes way for ſcruples, liberty 
15 always the price of it. 

252, Such conformiſts have little 
to boaſt of, and therefore the leſs 
reaſon to reproach others that have 
more latitude, 

253. And yet the latitudinarian 
that I love, is one that is only fo in 
charity: for the freedom I recom- 
mend is no ſcepticiſm in judgment, 
and much leſs ſo in practice, 


+0000 + 


THE OBLIGATIONS OF G{FAT 
MEN TO ALMIGHTY GOD, 


254. It ſeems but reaſonable that 
thoſe whom God has diſtinguiſhed 
from others by his goodneſs, ſhould 
diſtinguiſh themſelves to him by 
their gratitude, | 
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255. For though he has made of 


one blood all nations, he has not ran- 
red or dignified them upon the level, 
but in a ſort of ſubordination and 
dependency. 

256, If we look upwards, we find 
t in the heavens, where the planets 
have their ſeveral degrees of glory; 
ind ſo the other ſtars of magnitude, 
and luſtre, 

257. If we look upon the earth, 
ve ſee it among the trees of the 
wood, from the cedar to the bramble ; 
among the fiſhes, from the leviathan 
Jo the ſprat ; in the air, among the 
birds from the eagle to the ſparrow ; 
among the beaſts, from the lion to the 
at; and among mankind, from the 
ling to the ſcavenger. 

258, Our great men, doubtleſs, 
rere deſigned, by the wiſe framer of 
tie world, for our religious, moral, 
and politick planets ; for lights and 
lrections to the lower = of the 

numerous 
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numerous company oftheir own kind 
both in precepts and examples; and 
they are well paid for their pains too, 
who have the honour and ſervice of 
their fellow creatures, and the mar- 
row and fat of the earth for their 
ſhare. 

259. But is it not a moſt unac- 
countable folly, that men ſhould be 
proud of the providences that ſhould 
humble them ; or think the better of 
themſelves, inftead of him that raiſed 
them ſo much above the level; or of 
being ſo in their lives, in return of 
his extraordinary favours ? 

260. But it is too near a- kin to 
us, to think no further than our- 
ſelves, either in acquiſition, or uſe, 
of our wealta and greatneſs: when, 
alas! they are the preferments of 
heaven, to try our wiſdom, bounty, 
and gratitude, 

261. It is a dangerous perverſion 
of the end of providence, to conſume 
the time, power, and wealth, he has 

given 
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fen us above other men, to grati- 

our ſordid paſſions, inſtead of 
Who the good ſtewards, to the 
our of our great benefactor, and 
he good of our fellow - creatures. 

262. But it is an injuſtice too; 
ince thoſe higher ranks of men are 
but the truſtees of heaven, for the 
tenefit of leſſer mortals : who, as mi- 
ors, are entitled to all their care and 
noviſion., 

263. For though God has dignt- 
ted ſome men have their brethren, 
t never was to ſerve their pleaſures ; 
but that they might take pleaſure 
o ſerve the publick. 

264. For this cauſe, doubtleſs, it 
ks they were raiſed above neceſſity, 
or any trouble to live, that they 
night have more time and ability to 
are for others: and it is certain, 
mere that uſe 15 not made of the 
wunties of Providence, they are 
enbezzled and waſted, 


265. It 
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268. 


265. It has often ſtruck me withl 
a ſerious reflection, when J have ob- veal 
ſerved the great inequality of the ſerv: 
world; that one man ſhould haveſ*"""* 
ſuch numbers of his fellow-creatures wo 
to wait upon him, who have ſouls to rl cer 
be ſaved as well as he; and this nct WT 


tor buſineſs, but ſtate, Certainly a: 
poor employment of his money, andi. ? 


a worſe of their time. * 

266. But that any one man ſhould TT 
make work for ſo many, or rather, MW -- 1 
keep them from work to make up al 1 * 
train, has a levity or luxury in it ve- FA 
ry reprovable, both in religion and 6 25 
government. ir | 

267. But even in allowable ſer- HT 
vices, it has an humbling conſidera- 25 = 
tion, and what ſhould raiſe the thank I 
fulneſs of the great men to him who wet, 
hath ſo much bettered their circum- 1 


ſtances; and moderate the uſe of 
their dominion over thoſe of their 


own kind, 


268. When 
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268. When the poor Indians hear 
6call any of car family by the name 
ler rants, they cry out, What! call 


$ 


me with! 
ave ob- 


! 
AY trethren ſervants ! we call our dogs 
eaturesbrrants, but never men.“ The mo- 
ſouls to certainly can do us no harm, but 
this not) inſtruct us to abate our height, 
ainly a « narrow our ſtate and attendance, 
ey, ad 9 And what has been ſaid of 
iew exceſs may, in ſome meaſure, 
ſhould be applied to other branches of lux- 
rather Nu, that ſet ill examples to the leſ- 
e un zer world, and rob the needy of their 
e up a , 
1 it vo. WM penſions. | 
on and 270. God Almighty touch the 
hearts of our grandees with a ſenſe 
le ſer-chis diſtinguiſhed goodneſs, and the 
ſidera- tue end of it; that they may better 
chank.ditinguiſn themſelves in their con- 
1 who duct, to the glory of him that has 
rcum- MI us liberally preferred them, and to 
aſe of de benefit of their fellow-creatures ! 


their 


When OF 
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OF REFINING UPON OTHE 
MENS ACTIONS OR 
INTERESTS. 


271. This ſeems to be the mz 
ter-picce of our politicians ; but 
body ſhoots more at random 
whose refiners. 

272. A perfect lottery, and menycerti 
hazard! ſince the true ſpring oft 
actions of men is as inviſible as the 


hearts; and ſo are their thoughts to | 
of their ſeveral intereſts, men 

273. He that judges of other me" falt 
by himſelf, does not always hit tient!) 
mark: becauſe all men have not th{QWvuntn 
fame capacity, nor paſſions in inter] 277. 
eſt. umme 

274. If an able man refines upoi a P! 
the proceedings of an ordinary capa" ry 
city, according to his own, he mul ens the 
ever miſs it; but much more the ori no {! 


dinary man, when he ſhall pretend t Nucerit 
ſpeculate the motives to the ablattead 
man's actions: for the able man de 
ceive 
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res himſelf, by making the other 
ler than he is in the reaſon of his 
duct; and the ordinary man 
kes himſelf ſo, in preſuming to 
age of the reaſons of the abler 
an's actions. 

275. It is, in ſhort, a wood, a 

ze; and of nothing are we more 
certain, nor in any thing do we 
mer befool ourſelves. 

276. The miſchieſs are many that 
low this humour, and dangerous: 
men miſguide themſelves, act up- 
n falſe meaſures, and meet fre- 
peatly with miſchievous diſap- 
eintments. 

277. It excludes all conſidence in 
wmmerce ; allows of no ſuch thing 
Þ a principle in practice; ſuppoſes 


no ſuch thing as upri htneſs or 
ncerity among mankind : a trick, 
adtead of truth. | 

278. Neither 
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278. Neither allowing nature, 
religion, but ſome worldly turn ot 
advantage, to be the true, the hid 
den motive of all men. 

279. It is hard to expreſs its un 
charitableneſs, as well as uncertain 
ty; and has more of vanity tha 
benefit in it. 


280. This fooliſh quality gives 


large field ; but let what I have fad 
ſerve for this time. 
F 4 «<p + 0-0 


OF CHARITY. 


281. Charity has various ſenſes 
but 1s excellent in all of them. 


282, It imports, firſt, the com- 


miſeration of the poor and unhapp 


of mankind, and extends an helping 


hand to mend their condition. 


283- They that feel nothing dl 
this are, at beſt, not above half 0 


kin to human race; ſince they — 
VG 


14A 
uve no 
n eſſent 
o more 
284. A 
feeling o 
own fleſh 
ther ! anc 
tb propa 
n the wo 
285. 
poils the 
but it en! 
ſeſſors. 
286. 
heard of 
turn the « 


the diſtre 


Meatures, 


287. 
6, as wel 


och: and 
le, out of 
las giver 
Wre for h 
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re, ure no bowels, which makes ſuch 
rn oa eſſential part thereof, who have 
hid more nature. | 

284. A man! and yet not have the 
keling of the wants or needs of his 
wn fleſh and blood! a monſter ra- 
der! and may he never be ſuffered 
v propagate ſuch an unnatural ſtock 
nthe world. 

285. Such an uncharitablenefs 
hoils the beſt gains; and two to one 
but it entails a curſe upon the poſ- 
&fors, 

286. Nor can we expect to be 
teard of God in our prayers, that 
turn the deaf ear to the petitions of 
he diſtreſſed amongſt our fellow- 
Weeatures, 

287, God ſends the poor to try 
, as well as he tries them by being 
ach: and he that refuſes them a lit- 
We: out of the great deal that God 
ks given him, lays up poverty in 
Wore for his own poſterity, 

N 288. I 
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288. I will not fay theſe works 291, 
are meritorious, but I dare ſay they ¶ wo; bu 
are acceptable, and go not without ¶ it hurts 
their reward; though to humble us MW 202 
in our fulneſs, and liberality too, we Wl diſcord 
only give what is given us to giveW kind. 
as well as to uſe : for if we ourſelves 293. 
are not our own, leſs is that ſo which and the 
God has entruſted us with. foul abc 
289. Next, charity makes the bet MW and as 
conſtruction of things and perſons ;MW on eart 
and is ſo far from being an evil ſpy, MW neſs of 
a back-biter, or a detractor, that it here. 
excuſes weakneſs, extenuates miſcar-W 294. 
riages, makes the beſt of every thing, charity 


forgives every body, ſerves all, and preſs, | 
hopes to the end. WM way.” 
290. It moderates extremes, il 2935. 
always for expedients, labours to ac-W faith, h 
commodate differences, and had n. more e 
ther ſuffer than revenge: and is 0 apoftle | 
far from exacting the utmoſt farthing (too ax 
that it had rather loſe, than ex and ch 
its own violently, tat be 
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291, As it acts freely, ſo zealouſly 
wo; but it is always to do good, for 
it hurts no-body. 

292. An univerſal remedy againſt 
diſcord, and an holy cement for man- 
kind. 

293. And laſtly, it is love to God 
and the brethren, which raiſes the 
ſoul above all worldly confiderations, 
and as it gives a taſte of heaven up- 
on earth, ſo it is heaven, in the ful- 
— of it, to the truly charitable 

ere. ä 
294. This is the nobleſt ſenſe 
charity has: after which all ſnould 
preſs, as that more excellent 
way.“ 

295. Nay, moſt excellent: for as 
faith, hope, and charity, were the 
more excellent way that the great 
apoſtle diſcovered to the Chriſtians; 
(doo apt to ſtick in outward gifts 
and church performances) ſo, of 
that better way, he preferred cha- 

| N 2 rity 
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rity as the beſt part, becauſe it would 
out-laſt the reſt, and abide for ever, 
296. Wherefore a man can never 
be a true and good Chriſtian with- 
out charity, even in the loweſt ſenſe 
of it; and yet he may have that 
part thereof, and {till be none of the 
apoſtle's true Chriſtian: ſince he 
tells us, That though we ſhould 
give all our goods to the poor, and 
want charity (in her other and higher 
ſenſes) it would profit us nothing,” 
297. Nay, * "Though we had all 
tongues, all knowledge, and even 
gifts of prophecy, and were preach- 
ers to others, aye, and had zeal 
enough to give our bodies to be 
burned ; yet if we wanted charity, 
it would not avail us for ſalvation.” 
298. It ſeems it was his (and in- 
toad ought to be our) © Unum ne- 
« ceſſarium, or the „ One thing 
« needfu] - which our Saviour at- 
tributed to Mary, in preference 2 
r 
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would WM ker ſiſter Martha, that ſeems not to 
ever, ¶ ure wanted the leſſer parts of cha- 
never Wl nty. 
with- WW 229. Would to God this divine 
ſenſe rirtue were more implanted and dif- 
that W fuſed among mankind, the pretend- 
f the WE ers to Chriſtianity eſpecially : and 
e he WI ve ſhould certainly mind piety more 


ould WF than controverſy ; and exerciſe love 
and WF and compaſſion, inſtead of cenſuring 
gher WE and perſecuting one another, in any 
manner whatſoever. 
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CHAP. I. 


AY DEAR CHILDREN, 


OT knowing how long 
it may pleaſe God to 


FRUITS OF A 
ſel, with reſpect to your Chriſti; 


your 


and civil capacity and duty in thigh wrou! 
world: and I both beſeech you an are th 
charge you, by the relation you have which 
to me, and the affection I have alM.vith t 


ways ſhewn to you, and indeed re. your 

ceived from you, that you lay our t 
the ſame in your hearts, as well a jadgm 
your heads, with a wile and © rfl tight, 


ous care of you 
Sect. 2. I will begin Lin d And as 


which is the beginning of all tru light i: 
wiſdom and happineſs, the holy fe: lead y 
of God and di 
Children, Fear God: that is nd br 
ſay, Have an holy awe upon youlſ and Iif 
minds to avoid that which is evil of his ti 
and a ftri& care to embrace and di take up 
that which is good. The meaſuri bore hi: 
and ſtandard of which knowledgi the chil 
and duty, is the light of Chriſt I en as ye 
ur conſciences, by which, as i ou ma; 
Jour iti. 20, 21. you may clenf ef Sata 
y ſee if your deeds, aye, uf rome h 


ye 
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your words and thoughts too, are 
wrought in God or not; for they 
are the deeds of the mind, ayd for 
which you muſt be judged : I ſay, 
with this divine light of Chriſt in 
your conſciences, you may bring 
your thoughts, * and works to 
judgment in yourſelves, and have a 
right, true, ſound, and unerring ſenſe 
of your duty towards God and man. 
And as you come to obey this bleſſed 
light in its holy convictions, it will 
lad you out of the world's dark 
and degenerate ways and works, 
and bring you unto Chriſt's way 
and life, and to be of the nuniber 
of his true ſelf-denying followers ; to 
take up your croſs for his ſake, that 
bore his for yours; and to become 
the children of the light, putting it 
on as your holy armour ; by which 
you may ſee and reſiſt the fiery darts 
of Satan's temptations, and over- 
come him in all his aſſaults. _ 
O 2 Sect. 
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Sect 3. I would a little exptai 
this principle to you. It is calle ma. 
Light, John i. 9. ili. 19, 20, 2 © 


and viii. 12. Eph. v. 8: 13, 14. iy C 
Theft. v. 5. 1 Epiſt. of John i. 5 5: 

6, 7. Rev. xxi. 23. becauſe it gives reli, : 
man a ſight of his fin. And iti chriſt, 
alſo called the quickening Spirit Light, 
for ſo he is called: and the Lordi Prit. 


from heaven, as 1 Cor. xv. 45.57 by the 
who is called, and calls himſelf the birit 1 
Light of the world, John viii. 12e d 
And why is he called the Spirit Math, 
Becauſe he gives man ſpiritual life Who r el 
And John xvi. 8. Chriſt promiſefſ at his 
to ſend his Spirit to convince the ol us f 
world of their fins : wherefore, thadſ**rcto: 
which convinces you and all people by 
of their fins, is the Spirit of Chiti lerein 
This is highly prized, Rom. viii. a mor 
you may read in that great and 
ſweet chapter, for the children 0 
God are led by it. This reveal 
the things of God that apperta 

{ 


xplai 
calle: 
o, 21. 
14-1 
n i. 5 
t gives 
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e Lord 
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Kir de 
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to man's ſalvation and happineſs, as 


Cor. ii. 10, 11, 12. It is the ear- 
elt God gives his people, 2 Cor. 
1,5. It is the great end and be- 
gelt, and bleſſing, of the coming of 
Chriſt, viz. the ſhining forth of this 
Light, and pouring forth of this 
ſpirit, Yea, Chriſt is not received 
by them that reſiſt his Light and 
Spirit in their hearts; nor can they 


ve the benefit of his birth, life, 


death, reſurrection, interceſſion, &c. 


ho rebel againſt the Light. God 
ent his Son to bleſs us, in turning 


of us from the evil of our ways: 


tnerefore, have a care of evil, for 
that turns you away from God ; and 
wherein you have done evil, do ſo 


w more. But be ye turned, my 
dear children, from that evil in 


liought, as well as in word or deed ; 


or that will turn you from God your 


Creator, and Chriſt, whom he has 
ven you for your Redeemer : who 
| O3 redeems 


—— 2 - 
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redeems and faves his people from 
their fins, Tit. ii. 14. not in thei 
ſins; read Acts 11. and Heb. viii 
And the Chriſtian diſpenſation will 

appear to be that of the Spirit, whicl 
fn quencheth, hardens the heart 

againft, and bolts the door upon 
This holy divine principle is called; . 
Grace too, Tit. 11. 11, 12. ther 
you will ſee the nature and office 0 
it, and its bleſſed effects upon thoſſ d, 2 


that were taught of it in the prim$ 1 y. 
tive days. And why Grace? Be wh 
cauſe it is God's love, and no Rodl 
our deſert, his goodwill, his kind 2 wh 
neſs. He ſo loved the world, tha ark 6 
he gave his only begotten Son mt jreſent 
the world, that whoſoever believetlf. that 
in him ſhould not periſh, but hard = 
everlaſting life, John iii 16. And du! 
it is this holy Son, that, in John if. "Dow 


14. 16. is declared to be “ full of 4 

grace and truth,” and that of hi 

grace we © receive grace for pou y | 
: a 1 


e from 
1 thei 


„ Vil 


n wilt 
which 


heart 


upong 


called 
there 
thee 0 
1 thoſe 
primi 
r Be 
1d no 


; kind 


d, thal apo 
Wreſent world,“ Tit. ii. 11, 12. And 


WN into 
lievet 


t have 
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it is, we receive of him the ful- 


6, what meaſure of grace we 
ed. And. the Lord told Paul in 
is great trials, when ready to ſtag- 
er about the ſufficiency of the grace 


had received to deliver him, My 


pace is ſufficient for thee, 2 Cor. 
m. 9 O children! love the grace, 
earken to this grace; it will teach 
ou, it will ſanctify you, it will lead 
jou to the reſt and kingdom of 
God ; as it taught the ſaints of old, 
Iſt, what to deny, viz. To deny 
ugodlineſs and worldly lufts ;”” and 
ben what to do, viz To hve ſo- 
kily, righteouſly, and godly in this 


e that is full of grace, is full of 
ignt, and he that is full of light is 


he quickening Spirit, that gives 
* a manifeſtation of his Spirit to 
trery one to profit with,“ 1 Cor. 
of hi 7. And he that is the quicken- 
race; |. Spirit is the Truth. “I am 
3 04 the 


|. Ane ; 
ohn 18 
full of 
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the Way, the Truth, and the Life, 


ervan! 
ſaid he to his poor followers, John ¶Nudiſce 
xiv. 6. © And if the Truth make it, to 
you free, ſaid he to the Jews, s wit 


«« then are you free indeed,” John WI becauſ 
Viil. 32. 36. And this Truth theds WMconditi 
abroad itſelf in man, and begets ue err 
Truth in the inward parts; and ug, d 
makes falſe, rebellious, hypocritical i me; 
man, a true man to God again. Truth 
Truth in the inward parts is of Fl Sect 
great price with the Lord. And tome | 
why called TauT + ? Becauſe it tells i this Li: 
man the truth of his ſpiritual ſtate; Ib give 
it ſhews him his ſtate, deals plainly be the 
with him, and ſets his ſins in order i that w 
before him. So that my dear chil- IF from a 
dren, the Light, Spirit, Grace, and IF found 1 
Truth, are not divers principles, but WF kads o 
divers words or denominations given WW plimen 
to one eternal power and heavenly world. 

rinciple in you, though not of you,  O 
E of God, according to the mani- ¶ the pe 
feſtation or operation thereof in the br it, 

ſervants 
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crrants of God of old time: Light, 
diſcover and give diſcerning : Spi- 
i, to quicken and enliven : Grace, 
o wit, the love of God: Truth, 
eccauſe it tells man the truth of his 


ſheds condition, and redeems him from 
Yegets BY the error of his ways; that as dark- 
; and BY ils, death, fin, and error, are the 


ame; ſo Light, Spirit, Grace, and 
Truth are the ſame. 

Seck 4. This is that which is 
JJ come by Chriit : and a meaſure of 
Jus Light, Spirit, Grace, and Truth, 
given to every man and woman to 


lainly be their way to go by. This is 
order ¶ that which diſtinguiſhes FRIENDS 
r chil- MF from all other ſocieties, as they are 
e, and IF fund walking in the ſame, which 
s, but WF kads out of the vain honours, com- 
given pliments, luſts, and pleaſures of the 
venly. YI vorld. ; 

f you,  O my dear children! this is 
mani- ¶ tie pearl of price: part with all 
in the br it, but never part with it for 
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all- the world. This is the Goſpe 1 hapes 
leaven to leaven you; that is, fake. abi 
tify and ſeaſon you in body, foul, and BY, 1 th 
ſpirit, to God your heavenly Fa- Y Pear 
ther's uſe and ſervice, and your own bone, 

laſting comfort. Vea, this is the nuch 

divine and incorruptible ſeed of the ; nd ye 
kingdom, of which, all true regene- Þ over 

rate men and women, Chriſtians of irit, 
Chriſt's making, are born. Re- In carr 
ceive it into your hearts, give 1 Cod's 
room there, let it take deep root in weace. 

you, and you will be fruitful unto Þ leon 

God in every good word and work. I; fon 
As you take heed we it, and te workin 
holy enlightenings and motions of ¶ prcin 

it, * will have a perfect diſcern- his Sp 
ing of the ſpirit of this world, in all I nan's 

its appearances in yourſelves and joſing. 
others; the motions, temptations, | iſe, n. 
and workings of it, as to pride, va- * 
nity, covetouſneſs, revenge, unclean- ¶ and wi 
neſs, hypocriſy, and every evil war; what « 
you will fee the world in all its 


ſhapes] 
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hapes and features; and you will 
de able to judge the world by it, 
nd the ſpirit of the world in all its 
mppearances ; you will ſee, as I have 
done, that there is much to deny, 
nuch to ſuffer, and much to do; 
nd you will ſee, that there is no 
power or virtue but in the Light, 
ſpirit, Grace and Truth of Chrift, 
o carry you through the world to 
God's glory, and your everlaſting 


peace, Yea, you will ſee what re- 

unto lion is from above, and what 
_ s from below; what is of God's 
the | yorking, and of man's making and 
ns of forcing; alſo, what miniſtry is of 
dem oY his Spirit and giving, and what of 
M - J nan's ſtudying, framing, and im- 
anc poſing. You will, I ſay, diſcern the 
a9 ie, nature, tokens, and fruits of 
1 ae true from the falſe miniſtry ; 
Tenn, and what worthip is ſpiritual, and 
brig what carnal ; and what honour 1s 


of God, and what that honour is, 
which 
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and cl 


which 1s from below of men, yea, 

fallen men, that the Jews and the may 
world ſo generally love, and which * Je 
is ſpoken againſt in John v. 44. You ont 
will ſee the vain and evil commu. e. he 
nication that corrupts good man- of par 
ners ; the ſnares of muc company ber o 
and buſineſs; and eſpecially the dan- eat! 
ger of the friendſhip of this preſent | 4 
evil world. And you will alſo ſee, : teſtify 
that the teſtimony the eternal God , tr 
hath brought our poor friends unto, ber 
as to religion, worſhip, truth - ſpeak- args 
ing, miniſtry, plainneſs, ſimplicity, 8 2 
and moderation in apparel, furni- | vorth. 
ture, food, ſalutation, as you may abo r. 
read in their writings, from the very 2 
beginning; is a true and heavenly } knowl 
teſtimony of his mind, wall, —- _— 
and diſpenſation in this laſt age of de fi 
the world to mankind, being the Gay Al 
revival of true primitive Chriſtia- Ee 
nity: where your moſt tender fa- 1 


ther prays that you may be kept; 
and 
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ind charges you to watch, that you 
nay be preſerved in the faith and 
practice of that bleſſed teſtimony; and 
count it no ſmall mercy from God, 
nor honour to you, that you come 
of parents that counted nothing too 


ear or near to part with, nor too 


great to do or ſuffer, that they might 
prove themſelves to God, and 
telify their love to his moſt preci- 
Jous truth in the inward parts, in 
their generation. And 1 do alſo 
charge you, my dear children, to 
J retain in your remembrance thoſe 
A worthy ancients in the work of Chriſt, 
who remained alive to your day and 
memory, and yet remain to your 
knowledge ; more eſpecially that 
man of God and prince in Iſrael, 
the firſt-born and begotten of our 
lay and age of 'Truth, and the firſt 
and the great early inſtrument of 
God amongſt us, Grox o Fox. 
and what you have heard, _ 
an 
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and obſerved, of thoſe heavenly 
' worthies, their holy wiſdom, zeal # 
love, labours and ſufferings, and 


particular tenderneſs to you, trea- 
ſure up for your children after you; 
and tell them what you have heard, 
ſeen and known, of the ſervants! 
and work of God, and progrels there} 
of, as an holy, exemplary, and edi- 
fying tradition unto them. And be 
- ſure, that you forſake not the aſſem- 
bling yourſelyes with God's people, 
as the manner of ſome was, Heb. 
x. 25. and is at this day: eſpecially} 
among young people, the children 
of ſome Friends, whom the love of 
this preſent evil world hath hurt and 
cooled in their love to God and his 
Truth, But do you keep cloſe to 
meetings, both of worſhip, and bu- 
ſineſs of the church, when of an age 
and capacity proper for it ; and that] 
not out of novelty, formality, or to 
be ſeen of men, but in pure — 
ore, 
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bre, and conſcience to God your 
Creator, as the publick, juſt, and 
zyowed teſtimony of your duty and 
homage to Him. In which be ex- 
emplary, both by timely coming, 
and a reverent and ſerious deport- 
nent during the aſſembly: in which 
be not weary, or think the time long 
all it be over, as ſome did of the ſab- 
ad de baths of old time; but let your eye 
em- be to Him you come to wait upon 
ople, and ſerve, and do what you do as to 
Heb. J Him, and he will be your refreſh- 
al ment and reward; for you hall 
laren return with the ſeals and pledges of 
Ve ol his love, mercy, and bleſſings. 
tand Sect. 5. Above all things, my 
d his dear children, as to your communian 
ſe to and fellowſhip with Friends, be care- 
ba- ful to keep the unity of the faith in 
rage g the bond of peace. Have a care of 
that reflectors, detractors, backbuters, that 
Or to i undervalue and undermine brethren 
fear, behind their backs; or flight the 
love, good 
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good and wholeſome order of Tut) 


ces, 
for the preſerving things quiet, C laſt 
ſweet, and honourable in the church. WM Heged 
Have a care of novelties, and air and yo 
changeable people, the conceited, your h. 


cenſorious, and puft up; who at lat WM which 1 
have always ſhewn themſelves to be glory a1 
clouds without rain, and wells with- seg 
out water, that will rather diſturb nyſelf 
and break the peace and fellowſhip M t the + 
of the church where they dwell, kingdo! 
than not have their wills and ways Grace, 
take place. I charge you, in the and the 
fear of the living God, that you without 
earefully beware of all ſuch ; mark I loved 
them, as the apoſtle ſays, Rom. xvi. W {ed to n 
17. and have no fellowſhip with t read 
them; but to adviſe, exhort, mtreat, ¶ for hig 
and finally reprove them, Eph. , neditat 
11. For God is and will be with phets fe 
his people, in this holy diſpenſation pecially 
we are now under, and which is nov WW doctrine 
amongſt us, unto the end of days :Wthey we 
it ſhall grow and increaſe in gift, M ef God 
gracc: ot 
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ruth graces, power and luſtre; for it is 
uct, I the laſt and unchangeable one: and 
urch. lleſſed are your eyes, if they ſee it, 
 airv i and your ears, if they hear it, and 
ited, your hearts, if they underſtand it; 
at la which I pray that you may, to God's 
to be glory and your eternal comfort. 

with sec 6. Having thus expreſſed 
iſturb MW myſelf to you, my dear children, as 
wilup WW to the things of God, his truth and 


dwell, I kingdom, I refer you to his Light, 
ways Grace, Spirit, and Truth within you, 
in the 2nd the Holy Scriptures of Truth 
t you without you, which from my youth 
mark Wl | loved to read, and were ever bleſ- 


1. Xvi. {ed to me, and which I charge you 
wit to read daily; the Old Teſtament 
ntreat, I for hiſtory chiefly, the Pſaims for 
ph. V. neditation and devotion, the Pro- 
e will phets for comfort and hope, but eſ- 
nation pecially the New Teſtament for 
15 nov WW doctrine, faith, and worſhip : for 
das: ey were given forth by holy men 
| gifts, N cf God in divers ages, as they were 
grace, P moved 


4 
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moved of. the Holy Spirit; and are MW & the 
the declared and revealed mind and is with 
will of the Holy God to mankind of Tri 
under divers diſpenſations; and they MW ther t. 
are certainly able to make the man eternal 
of God perfect, through faith, unto M in our 
ſalvation; being a true and clear ;, part 
teſtimony to the ſalvation that is of directly 
God, through Chriſt the ſecond A. general 
dam, the Light of the world, the WM and civ 
quickening Spirit, who is full of mage u 
Grace and Truth; whoſe Light, | 
Grace, Spirit, and Truth bear wit- 
neſs to them in every ſenſible ſoul; 
as they frequently, plainly and ſo- 
lemnly bear teſtimony to the Lig I geg. 1. 
Spirit, Grace and Truth, both inf * * 
himſelf, and in and to his people, o ume, th. 
their ſanctification, juſtification, x- wake re 
demption and conſolation, and mall flence fi 
men to their viſitation, reproof, and of world! 
conviction in their evil ways: I. ait up 


having thus expreſſed myſelf in ge- ¶ preſence 


neral, I refer you, my dear children Hun. 2 
+ : _—_ 
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to the Light and Spirit of ſeſus that 
is within you, and to the Scriptures 
of Truth without you, and ſuch o- 


they MW ther teſtimonies to the one ſame 
man I eternal Truth, as have been borne 
— in our day; and ſhall now deſcend 
clear 


to particulars, that you may more 


is of diretly apply what I have faid in 
d A- general, both as to your religious 
* and civil direction in your pilgri- 
Ul 0 


mage upon earth. 


19ht, p 

wit⸗ 4 

ſoul; 

id ſo- CHAP. II. 

ig eg. 1. T WILL begin here alſo 
th in I with the beginning of 
le, o time, the morning. So ſoon as you 
n, Ie. wake, retire your mind into a pure 
in al flence from all thoughts and ideas 
f, ad of worldly things; and in that frame 
Init upon God, to feel his good 
1 preſence to lift up your hearts to 


Him, and commit your whole ſelf 
1 P 2 into 
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into his bleſſed care and protection. I This.“ 
Then riſe, if well, immediately. Be. W empte 
ing dreſt, read a chapter or more in and en 
the Scriptures, and afterwards diſ- ineſs ; 
poſe yourſelves for the buſineſs of pointn 
the day; ever remembering that fatisFad 


God 1s preſent, the overſeer of all The e 
your thoughts, words, and actions; Holy < 
and demean yourſelves, my dear 0: reti 
children, accordingly ; and do not I e, 
you dare to do that in his holy all- the Lc 
ſeeing preſence, which you would ay 

nd if 


be aſhamed a man, yea, a child, 
ſhould ſee you do. And as you have ¶ lemem 
intervals from your lawful occaiions, Joſh. x 
delight to ſtep home, within your- A) hou 
ſelves 1 mean, and commune with Sect 
your own hearts, and be ſtill; and, deſire, 
as Nebuchadnezzar ſaid on another the inv 
occaſion, „One like the Son d nd a 
God”? you ſhall find and enjoy with lenſe u 
7 and in you; a treaſure the world Ju res 

nows not of; but is che aim, end, notable 
and diadem of the children of God.}W 29% to 

a Thi 
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This: will bear you up againſt all 


temptations, and carry you ſweetly 
and evenly through your day's bu- 
ineſs ; ſupporting you under diſap- 
pointments, and moderating your 
latistaction in ſucceſs and proſperity. 
The evening come, read again the 
Holy Scripture, and have your times 
0: retirement, before you cloſe your 
eyes, as in the morning ; that ſo 
the Lord may be the Alpha and 
Omega of every day of your lives. 
And if God bleſs you with families, 
remember good Joſhua's reſolution, 
Joſh. xxiv. 15. But as for me and 
ny houſe, we will ſerve the Lord.“ 
Sect. 2. Fear God; ſhew it in 
defire, refraining, and doing: keep 
the inward watch, keepa clear ſoul, 
and a light heart. Mind an inward 
ſenſe upon doing any thing. When 
you read the Scripture, remark the 
notableſt places, as your ſpirits are 
moſt touched and affected, in a com- 
* E . r 
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mon-place book, with that ſenſe or Sec. 
opening which you receive; for they MW well wi 
come not by ſtudy, or in the will of Wl your 01 
man, no more than the Scripture WW then op 
did ; and they may be loſt by care- ter will 
leſineſs, and over-growing thoughts and ret 
and buſineſſes of this life: ſo in pur- ¶ give v 
ſuing any other good or profitable ¶ books e 
book; yet rather meditate than read WW laborio 
much. For the ſpirit of a man WW very fl 
knows the things of a man, and with watch, 
that ſpirit, by obſervation of the IF be ſure 
tempers and actions of men you ſee IF and yo! 
in the world, and looking into your IF little, | 
own ſpirits, and meditating there- none, 
upon, you will have a deep and x. 8. 1 
ſtrong judgment of men and things. to ſpe: 
For, from what may be, what ſhould gives t 
be, and what is moſt probable or an anf 
likely to be, you can hardly mils W matter, 
in your judgment of human affairs; W and plz 
and you have a better ſpirit than WE elit; a 
your own, in reſerve for a time of W£ brevity 
need, to paſs the final judgment in {elves 
unportant matters, - 

Sect. 3. 
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Set. 3. In converſation, mark 
well what others ſay or do, and hide 
your own mind, at leaſt till laſt ; and 
then open it as ſparingly as the mat- 
ter will let you. A juſt obſervance 
and reflection upon men and things, 
five wiſdom ; thoſe are the great 
books of learning, ſcldom read. 'The 
laborious bee draws honey from e- 
very flower. Be always on your 
watch, but chiefly in company ; then 
be ſure to have your wits about you, 
and your armour on : ſpeak laſt and 
little, but to the point. Interrupt 
none, anticipate none, read Prov. 
x. 8. 13. © Be quick to hear, ſlow 
to ſpeak.” Prov. xvii. 27. © It 
gives time to underſtand, and ripens 
an anſwer.” Affect not words, but 
matter, and chiefly to be pertinent 
and plain; trueſt eloquence is plain- 
elt; and brief ſpeaking, I mean 
brevity and clearneſs to make your- 
ſelves eaſily underſtood by every 
F 1 b body, 
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bodys and in as few words as the 


matter will admit of, is the beſt. 

. * Sect. 4. Prefer the aged, the 
virtuous, and the knowing ; and 
chooſe thoſe that excel, for your 


company and friendſhip ; but deſ- 


piſe not others. 

Set. 5. Return no anſwer to 
anger, unleſs with much meekneſs, 
which often turns it away : but 
rarely make replies, leſs rejoinders, 
for that adds fuel to fire. It is a 
wrong time to vindicate yourſelves, 
the true ear being then never open 
to hear it. Men are not themſelves, 
and know not well what ſpirits they 
are of. Silence to paſſion, preju- 
dice, and mockery, is the beſt an- 
ſwer, and often conquers what reſiſt- 
ance inflames. 

Sect. 6. Learn and teach your 
children fair writing, and the mot 
uſeful parts of mathematicks, and 
ſome buſineſs when young, whatever 
elſe they are taught, 


Sect. 7. 
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Sect. 7. Caſt up your incomes, 
and live on half; if you can, one» 
third ; reſerving the reſt for caſual - 
ties, charities, portions. 

Sect. 8. Be plain in clothes, fur- 
niture, and food, but clean; and 
then the coarſer the better : the reſt 
is folly, and a ſnare. Therefore 
next to fin, avoid daintineſs and 
choiceneſs about your perſons and 
houſes 3 for if it be not an evil in 
elf, it is a temptation to it; and 
may be accounted a neſt for ſin to 
brood in. 2 

Sect. q. Avoid differences; what 
are not avoidable refer; and keep 
awards ſtrictly, and without grudg- 
ings, read Prov. xvii. 17, 18. xxv. 
8. Matt. v. 38. to 41. 1 Cor. i. 10. 
o 13. It is good counſel. 

Sect. 10. Be ſure draw your af- 
fairs into as narrow a compaſs as you 
can, and in method and proportion, 
time and other requiſites proper for 
them. | 

Set. 11. 
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+ Se." 11. Have very few ac- 
quaintance, and fewer intimates, but 
of the beſt in their kind. 

Sect. 12. Keep your own ſecrets, 
and do not covet others; but if 
truſted; never reveal them, unleſs 
miſchievous to ſomebody : nor then, 
before warning to the party to de- 
fiſt and repent. Prov. xi. 13. xxx. 
9, 10. 

Sect. 13. Truſt no man with the 
_ chance, and avoid to be trul- 
ted. | 
Sect. 14. Make few reſolutions, 
but keep them ſtrictl y. 

Sect. 15. Prefer elders and ftran- 
gers on all occaſions ; be rather lat 
than firſt in conveniency and-rel- 
pect; but firſt in all virtues. 

SeR. 16. Have a care of truſting 
to after games, for then there 1s but 
one throw for all ; and precipices 
are ill places to build upon. Wat- 
dom gains time, is before-hand, and 
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eaches to chooſe” ſeaſonably and 
pertinently; therefore ever ſtrike 
while the iron is hot. But if you 
bſe an opportunity, it differs in this 
om a relapſe ; leſs caution, and 
more reſolution and induſtry, muſt 
recover it. 

Set. 17. Above all, remember 
your Creator; remember yourſelves 
and your families, when you have 
them, in the youthful time and fore- 
part of your life : for good methods 
and habits obtained then, will make 
you eaſy and happy the reſt of your 
ys. Every eſtate has its ſnare; 
youth and middle age, pleaſure and 
ambition; old age, avarice : re- 
member I tell you that man is a 
ſlave where either prevails. Be- 
ware of the pernicious luſts of the 
eye, and of the fleſh, and the pride 
of life, 1 John ii. 15, 16, 17. which 
are not of the Father, but of the 
world, Get higher and nobler ob- 

— jects 
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jects for your immortal part, O my 
dear children, and. be not tied to 
things without you ; for then you 


creature 
ind ſlav 


can never have the true and free "wap 
enjoyment of yourſelves to better (zin a 
things; no more than a ſlave in Al- zer or! 
giers has of his houſe or family in de wor 
London. Be free, live. at home, ¶ nd mo 
in yourſelves I mean, where lie ame n 
greater treaſures hid than in the id, he 
Indies. The pomp, honour, andi zd qui 
luxury of the world are the cheats, I nicks, 2 
and the unthinking and inconſider- I nendab 
ate are taken by them. But the ond b 
retired man is upon higher ground H « jc gr 
he ſees and is aware of the trich I ure an. 
contemns the folly, and bemoans the 0 firy 

deluded. This very conſideration ¶ nuch 


doubtleſs, produced thoſe two pal- ten a 
ſions in the two greateſt Gentiles 0i half as 
their time, Democritus and Heracli- 


lil 
tus, the one laughing, the other weep- T: 8 12 
ing, for the madneſs of the world 
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creature as man, ſo meanly trifling, 
ind flaviſhly employed. 

Set. 18. Chooſe God's trades 
before mens; Adam was a gardener, 
Cain a plowman, and Abel a gra- 
ner or ſhepherd. Theſe began with 
the world, and have leaſt of ſnare 
nd moſt of uſe. When Cain be- 
came murderer, as a * witty man 
aid, he turned a builder of cities, 
and quitted his huſbandry. Mecha- 
nicks, as handicrafts, are alſo com- 
mendable ; but they are but a ſe- 
cond brood, and younger brothers. 
f grace employ you not, let na- 
ture and uſeful arts ; but avoid cu- 
noſity there alſo, for it devours 
much time to no profit. I have 
ſeen a cieling of a room, that coſt 
half as much as the houfe ; a folly 
and ſin too. | 

Set. 19 Have but few books, 
but let them be well choſen and well 


* Cowley, in his Works on Agriculture. 
| read, 
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read, whether of religious or civil 
ſubjects. Shun fantaſtick opinions; 
meaſure both religion and learning 
by practice; reduce all to that, for 
that brings a real benefit to you, the 
reit is a thief and a ſnare. And in- 
deed, rcading many books is but 
taking off the mind toc much from 
meditation. Reading yourſelves and 
nature, in the dealings and conduct 
of men, is the trueſt human wiſdom. 
The ſpirit of a man knows the things 
of a man, and more true knowledge 
comes by meditation and juſt reflec- 
tion than by reading; for much 
reading 1s an oppreſſion of the mind, 
and extinguiſhes the natural can- 
dle: which is the reaſon of ſo many 
ſenſeleſs ſcholars in the world. 
Sect. 20. Do not that which you 
blame in another, Do not that to 
another, which you would not ano- 
ther ſhould do to you. But, above 
all, do not that in God's ſight you 
would not man ſhould ſee you do. 
| Sect, 21, 
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Sect. 21. And that you may or- 
der all things profitably, divide your 
day; ſuch a ſhare of time for your 
retirement and worſhip of God; ſuch 
2 proportion for your buſineſs ; in 
which, remember to ply that firſt 
which is firſt to be done ; ſo much 
time for yourſelves, be it for ſtudy, 
walking, viſit, &c. In this be firſt, 
aad let your friends know it, and 
you will cut off many impertinences 
and interruptions, and fave a trea- 
ſure of time to yourſelves, which 
people moſt unaccountably laviſh 
away. And to be more exact, for 
much lies in this, keep a ſhort jour- 
nal of your time : though a day re- 
quire but a line, many advantages 
low from it. e 
Sect. 22. Keep cloſe to the meet- 
ings of God's people; wait dili- 
gently at them, to feel the hea- 
venly life in your hearts; look 


or that more than words in miniſtry, 
| and 
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and you will profit moſt. Above WW of apc 
all, look to the Lord, but deſpiſe MW Tim. i 
not inſtruments, man or woman, W you, w. 
young or old, rich or poor, learned dred, a 
or unlearned. an ill © 

Set. 23. Avoid diſcontented WW it is a 
perſons, unleſs to inform or reprove WW day; ! 
them. Abhor detraction, the fin of WE that u 
fallen angels, and the worſt of fallen W 25 near 
men. teſponc 

Sect. 24. Excuſe faults in others, vith ki 
own them in yourſelves, and forgive WI proport 
them againſt yourſelves : as yon ou; a 
would have your heavenly Father WW up fron 
and Judge forgive you. Read Prov, IJ 10 rig] 
xvii. 9. and Matt. 6. 14, 15. Chriſt Wand di 
returns and dwells upon that pal- ¶ tender 
ſage of his prayer, above all the © Sect. 
reſt, forgiveneſs : the hardeſt leſion I yours, | 
to man, that of all other creatures N you ch1 
molt needs it. gal ſhaj 

Sect. 25. Be natural; love one I make n 
another; and remember, that to be range 
void of natural affection is a mark I uch an 
Ci 
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bove ¶ of apoſtacy ſet by the apoſtle, 2 
(piſe Ml Tim. iii. 3. Let not time, I eharge 
man, W you, wear out nature; it may kin- 
zrnel WI dred, according to cuſtom, but it is 
an ill one; therefore follow it not; 
it is 2 great fault in families at this 
day; have a care of it, and ſhun 
that unnatural careleflneſs. Live 
25 near as you can, viſit often, cor - 
reſpond oftener, and communicate 
with kind hearts to one another, in 
proportion to what the Lord gives. 
you ; and do not be cloſe, nor hoard 
up from one another, as if you had 
no right or claim in one another, 
and did not deſcend of one moſt 
tender father and mother. 

Set. 26. What I write is to 
yours, as well as you, if. God gives 
you children; and in caſe a prodi- 
gal ſhauld ever appear among them, 
7e one I make not his folly an excuſe to be 
to be FW trange or cloſe, and ſo to expoſe 
mark lach an one to more evil; but ſhew 
2 boyels, 
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bowels, as * John did to the young 
man that fell into ill company, 
whom with love he reclaimed ; after 
his example, that ſends his ſun and 
rain upon all. 

Sect. 27. Love filence, even in 
the mind ; for thoughts are to that, 
as words to the body, troubleſome: 
much ſpeaking, as much thinking, 
ſpends ; and in many thoughts, as 
well as words, there is ſin. True 
ſilence is the reſt of the mind, and 
is to the ſpirit, what ſleep is to the 
body, nouriſhment and refreſhment, 
It is a great virtue, it covers folly, 
keeps — avoids diſputes, and 
prevents ſin. See Job xiii. 5. Prov, 
Xx. 19. xii. 13. Xi. 3. XVIL 28. 
xvili. 6, 7. 

Sect. 28. The wiſdom of nations 
lies in their proverbs, which are 
brief and pithy; collect and lear 


# Fuſeh, Ecc. Iiſt, Lib. iii. Cap. xi. 
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ung Wl them, they are notable meaſures and 

any, directions for human life; you have 

after W much in little; they ſave time in 

and Wl ſpeaking ; and, upon occaſion, may 
be the fulleſt and ſafeſt anſwers. 

en in Sect. 29. Never meddle with o- 

that, W ther folks buſineſs, and leſs with the 


ome : ¶ publick ; unleſs called to the one by 
king, MF the parties concerned, in which 
ts, a3 W nove cautioully and uprightly; and 
Trae WF required to the other by the Lord, 
, and WW in a teſtimony for his name and 
o the MW truth: remembering that old, but 


ment, W molt true and excellent proverb, 
folly, MW * Bene qui latuit, bene viit, He 
„ and WM © lives happily, that lives hiddenly 
Prov. ¶ or privately;' for he lives quietly. 
i. 28. lt is a treaſure to them that have 
t: ſtudy it, get it, keep it; too 
ations WW many miſs it that might have it; 
h are i me world knows not the value 
| learn Wot it. It doubles man's life, by 
ing him twice the time to him- 
Pe XXL ; 22 f ſelf, 
them, 
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ſelf, that a large acquaintance or 
much buſineſs will allow him. 

Sect. 30. Have a care of reſent- 
ment, or taking things amiſs, a na- 
tural, ready, and moſt dangerous 
paſſion; but be apter to remit than 
reſent; it is more Chriſtian ard 
wie. For as ſoftneſs often con- 
quers, where rough oppoſition for- 
tifies ; ſo reſentment, ſeldom Know- 
ing any bounds, makes many times 

reater faults than it finds: for 
— people have out reſented their 
wrong ſo far, that they made them- 
ſelves faultier by it; by which they 
cancel the debt through a boundleſs 
paſſion, overthrow their intereſt and 
advantage, and become debtor to 
the offender. 

SeR. 31. Rejoice not at the ca- 
lamity of any, though they be your 
enemies, Prov. xvii. 5. xxiv. 17. 

. SeR. 32. Envy none. It is God 
that maketh rich and poor, or 
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and ſmall; high and low, Pf. xxxvit. 
1. Prov. iii 31. xxiii. 17. XXIV.-1. 
ae. Pſ. cvii. 40, 41. 
— Set. 33. Be intreatable. Never 
der- — Never revile, or give 
wy names; it is unmannerly, as well 
— as unchriſtian Remember Matt. 
** 1 8 « He that 
| is brother fool, is 1 
2 of hell fire.“ who _— 
h —_ 34. Be not moroſe or con- 
chai — one is rude, the other trou- 
— leſome and nauſeous. 
— 3 35. Avoid queſtions and 
+ | ine; it ſhews a buſy and conten- 
7 tious diſpoſition. 
ran Set. 36. Add no credit to a re- 
1 conjecture; nor report to 
3 urt of any. See Exod. xxiii. 
* —— xv. 3. 
37. Beware of jealouſ 
17. g Je 0 5 X- 
k 8 9 nv —— godly, for it — love 
* nendſhip; it breaks fellow - 
* þ ip, and deſtroys the peace of mind. 
tis a groundleſs and evil ſurmiſe. 


Q 3 Sect. 38. 
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Sect, 38. Be not too credulous; 
read Prov. xiv. 15. Caution is a 
medium, I recommend it. | 

SeR. 39. Speak not of religion, 
neither uſe the name of God, in a 
familiar manner. 

Set. 40. Meddle not with go- 
vernment ; never ſpeak of it, let 
others ſay or do as they pleaſe, 
But read ſuch books of law as re- 
late to the office of a juſtice, a coro- 
ner, ſheriff, and conſtable ; alſo The 
doctor and ſtudent; ſome book of 
clerkſhip, and a treatiſe of walls, to 
enable you about your own private 
buſineſs only, or a poor neighbour's, 
For it is a charge I leave with you 
and yours, Meddle not with the 
publick, neither buſineſs nor mo- 
ney;“ but underſtand how to avoid 
it, and defend yourſelves upon oc- 
caſion againſt it. For much know- 
ledge brings ſorrow, and much do- 


ing more. Therefore know God, 
| know 


40 


lous; 
is a 


gion, 


in a 


1 go- 
it, let 
leaſe, 
as re- 
coro- 
» The 
ok of 
Ils, to 
rivate 
our's, 
h you 
th the 
r mo- 
avoid 


Jn oc- 
cnow- 
ch do- 
God, 
know 


FATHER'S LOVE. at 


know yourſelves ; love home, know 
your own buſineſs, and mind it, and 
you will have more time and peace 
than your neighbours. | 


Sect. 41, If you incline tomarry, | 


then marry your inclination rather 
than your intereſt : I mean what you 
love, rather than what 1s rich. But 
love for virtue, temper, education, 
and perſon, before wealth or quality, 
and be ſure you are beloved again. 
In all which be not haſty, but ſeri- 
ous : lay it before the Lord, proceed 
in his fear, and be you well adviſed. 
And when married, according to the 
way of God's people uſed amongſt 
Friends, out of whom only chooſe, 
ſtrictly keep covenant ; avoid occa- 
hon of miſunderſtanding, allow fer 
weakneſſes, and variety of conſtitu- 
tion and diſpoſition, and take care 
of ſhewing the leaſt diſguſt or miſ- 
underſtanding to others, eſpecially 
your children. Never lie down 


WS with 
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with any diſpleaſure in your minds, 
but avoid occaſion of diſpute and 
offence; overlook and cover fail- 
ings. Seek the Lord for one ano- 
ther; wait upon him together morn- 
ing and evening in his holy iear, 
which will renew and confirm your 
love and covenant ; give way to 
nothing that would in the leaſt vio- 
late it; uſe all means of true en- 
dearment, that you may recommend 
and pleaſe one another: remember- 
ing your relation and union is the 
figure of Chriſt to his church; there- 
fore, let the authority of love only 
bear ſway your whole life, 
Set. 42. If God give you chil- 
dren, love them with wiſdom, cor- 
rect them with affection, never ſtrike 
in paſſion, and ſuit the correction to 
their age, as well as fault. Con- 
vince them of their error before you 
chaſtiſe them, and try them ; if they 
ſhew remorſe before ſeverity, * 
uſe 
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eſe that but in caſe of obſtinacy or 
impenitency. . Puniſh them more 


by their underſtandings than the 
rod; and ſhew them the folly, ſhame, 
and undutifulneſs of their faults, ra- 
ther with a grieved than an angry 
countenance ; and you will ſooner 
affect their natures, and with a no- 
bler ſenſe than a ſervile and rude 
chaſtiſement can produce. I know 
the methods of ſome are ſevere cor- 
rections for faults, and artificial 
praiſes when they do well, and ſome- 
times rewards ; but this courſe a- 
wakens paſſions worſe than their 
faults : for one begets baſe fear, 
if not hatred, the other pride and 
vain-glory ; both of which ſhould 
be avoided in a religious education 
of youth ; for they equally vary from 
it, and deprave nature. There 


ſhould be the greateſt care imagina- 
ble what impreſſions are given to 
children; that method which ear- 

| lieſt 
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lieſt awakes their underſtandings to 
love, duty, ſobriety, juſt and ho- 
nourable things, is to be preferred. 
Education is the ſtamp parents give 
their children; they paſs for that 
they breed them, or leſs value per- 
haps, all their days. The world is 
in nothing more wanting and reprov- 
able, both in precept and example: 
they do with their children as with 
their ſouls, put them out at hvery 
for ſo much a year. They will truſt 
their eſtates or ſhops with none but 
themſelves; but for their ſouls and 
poſterity they have leſs ſolicitude. 
But do you breed your children 
yourſelves; I mean as to their mo- 
rals, and be their biſhops and teach- 
ers in the principles of converſation: 
as they are inſtructed, ſo they are 
likely to be qualified, and your pol- 
terity by their precepts and exam- 
ples, which they receive from yours, 
And were mankind herein more cau- 
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tous, they would better diſcharge 


their duty to God and poſterity ; 
and their children would owe them 
more for their education than for 
their inheritances. Be not unequal 
in your love to your children, at leaſt 
in the appearances of it: it is both 
unjuſt and indiſcreet: it leſſens love 
o parents, and provokes envy among 
children. Let them wear the ſame 
clothes, eat of the ſame diſh, have 
tie ſame allowance as to time and 
expenſe. Breed them to ſome em- 
ployment, and give all equal but the 
eldeſt: and to the eldeſt a double 
portion is very well. Teach them 
alſo frugality, and they will not want 
ſubſtance for their poſterity. A lit- 
tle beginning, with induſtry and 
thrift, will make an eſtate ; but there 
is a great difference between ſaving 
and ſordid. Be not ſcanty any more 
than ſuperfluous ; but rather make 
bold with yourſelves, than be ſtraight 

to 
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to others ; therefore let your charity 


E frugality and theirs. 
What 1 have writ to you, I have 
writ to your children and theirs. 
Sect. 43. Servants you will have, 
but remember, the fewer the better, 
and thoſe rather aged than young ; 
you muſt make them ſuch, or diſpoſe 
of them often. -Change is not good, 
therefore chooſe well, and the rather 
becauſe of your children ; for chil- 
dren, thinking they- can take more 
liberty with ſervants than with their 
parents, often chooſe the ſervants 
company ; and if they are idle, wan- 
ton, ill examples, children are in 
great danger of being perverted. 
Let them therefore be Friends, and 
ſuch as are well recommended: let 
them know their buſineſs as well as 
their wages; and as they do the 
one, pay them honeſtly the other. 
Though ſervants, yet remember they 
are brethren in Chriſt, and that * 
| 0 
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aſo are but ſtewards, and muſt ac- 
count to God, Wherefore, let your 
moderation appear unto them, and 
that will provoke them to diligence 
for love rather than fear; which is 
the trueſt and beſt motive to ſervice, 
In ſhort, as you find them, fo keep, 
uſe, and reward them, or diſmiſs 
them. | 

Sect. 44 - Diſtruſti is of the nature 
of — 2 and muſt be warily en- 
tertained upon good grounds, or it 
is injurious to others, and inſtead of 
lafe, troubleſome to you. If you 
truſt little, you will have but little 
cauſe to diffruſt 3 yet J have often 
been whiſpered in myſelf of perfons 
and things at firſt fight and motion, 
that hardly ever failed to be true ; 
though by neglecting the ſenſe, or 
ſuffering myſelf to be urged or im- 
portuned from it, I have more than 
once failed of my expectation. Have 
* a moſt tender and nice 
regard 
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regard to thoſe firſt, ſudden, and un- 
premeditated ſenſations. 

Sect. 45. For your conduct in 
your buſineſs, and in the whole courſe 
of your life, though what I have ſaid 
to you, and recommended you to, 
might be ſufficient; yet J will be 
more particular, as to thoſe good 
and gracious qualifications I pray 
God Almighty to ſeaſon and accom- 
pliſh you with, to his glory, and 
your temporal and eternal felicity. 


. „Gobbo, 


CHAP. NM 


E humble: it becomes 

a creature, a depend- 
ing and borrowed being, that lives 
not of itſelf, but breathes in ano- 
ther's air, with another's breath, 
and is accountable for every mo- 
ment of time, and can call nothing 


its own, but is abſolutely a tenant 
| | at 
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it will of the great Lord of heaven 
and earth. And of this excellent 
quality you cannot be wanting, if 
you dwell in the holy fear of the 
omnipreſent and all-ſeeing God : 
for that will ſhew you your vileneſs, 
and his excellency ;- your meanneſs, 
and his majeſty; and withal, the 
ſenſe of his love to ſuch poor worms, 
in the teſtimonies he gives of his daily 
care, mercy, and goodneſs, that you 
cannot but be abaſed, laid-low, and 
humble : I ſay, the fear and love of 
God begets humility, and humility 
its you for God and men. You 
cannot ſtep well amiſs, if this virtue 
ayell but richly in you, for then 
God will teach you. The humble 
he teacheth his ways, and they are 
all pleaſant and peaceable to his 
children: yea, he © giveth grace 
to the humble, but reſiſteth the 
proud, Jam. iv. 6. 1 Pet. v. 5. 


He regardeth the proud afar off,” 
| Pſal. 
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Pſal. cxxxviii. 6. They ſhall not 
come near him, nor will he hear 


them in the day of their diſtreſs, read 


Prov. xi. 2. xv. 33. xvi. 18, 19. 


Humility ſeeks not the laſt word, 


nor firſt place; ſhe oftends none, 


but prefers others, and thinks lowly | 


of herſelf; 15 not rough or ſelf-con- 
ceited, high, loud, or domineering : 


bleſſed are they that enjoy her. 


« Learn of me,” faid Chriſt, « for] 


am meek and lowly in heart.” He 


waſhed his diſciples feet, John xiii, 
Indeed himſelf was the greatèſt pat- 
tern of it, Humility goes before 
honour, Prov. xvui. 12. 
nothing ſhines more clearly through 
Chriſtianity than humility ; of this 
the holy author of it is the greateſt 
inſtance. He was humble in his 
incarnation ; for he that thought it 

no robbery to be equal with God, 
humbled himſelf to become a man, 
and „ ways made himſelf of no 
: reputation, 
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reputation. As firſt, in his birth, or 
delcent, it was not of the princes of 
judah, but a virgin of low degree, 
the eſpouſed of a carpenter ; and fo 
ſhe acknowledges in her heavenly 
anthem, or ejaculation, Luke i. 47, 
48. 52. ſpeaking of the great ho- 
nour God had done her: And my 
Spirit hath rejoiced in God my Sa- 
viour, far he hath regarded the low 
eſtate of his handmaiden ; he has 
put down the mighty from their 
ſeats, and exalted them of low de- 
gree.” Secondly, He was humble 
in his life: he kept no court but in 
deſerts and mountains, and in ſoli- 
tary places; neither was he ſerved 
in ſtate, his 7 being of the 
mechanick ſize. By the miracles 
he wrought, we may underſtand the 
food he eat, viz. barley bread and 
hill; and it is not to be thought 
there was any curioſity in dreſling 
tem. And we have reaſon to be- 

R lieve 
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by whom he was 1gnominiouſly Put 
to death. O mirror of hunulity ! 
Let your eyes be continually upon 


it. Indeed his whole life was one 
and becauſe he needed it not for 
himſelf, he muſt needs do it for us; 


thereby leaving us an example, 


that we ſhould follow his Reps,” 
1 Pet. ii. 21. And as he was, we 
ſhould be, in this world, according 
to the beloved diſciple, 1 John ii. 


6. lo 


won —_—_———————— — — —— 


lieve his apparel. was as moderate | 
as his table. Thirdly, He was 
humble in his ſufferings and death; 
he took all affronts patiently, and in 
our nature triumphed over revenge; 
he was deſpiſed, ſpit upon, buffeted, 
whipt, and finally crucified between | 
thieves, as the greateſt malefactor; 
yet he never reviled them, but an- 
ſwered all in ſilence and ſubmiſſion: 
pitying, loving, and dying for thoſe, 


it, that you may ſee yourſelves by 


continued great act of ſelf- denial: 
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6. So what he did for us, was not 


to excuſe, but excite, our humility. 


For as he is like God, we muſt be 
like him; and that the froward, 
the contentious, the revengeful, the 
ſtriker, the dueller, &c. cannot be 
ſaid to be of that number, is very 
evident. And the more to illuſtrate 
this virtue, I would have you con- 
ſider the folly and danger of pride, 
its oppoſite : for this it was that 
threw the angels out of heaven, man 
out of paradiſe, deſtroyed cities and 
nations, was one of the ſins of 
Sodom, Ezek. xvi. 49. the deſtruc- 
tion of Aſſyria and Iſrael, Iſa. iii. 
16. and the reaſon given by God 
for his great vengeance upon Moab 


and Ammon, Zeph. 11. 9, 10. Be- 


ſides, pride 15 the vaineſt paſſion that 
can rule in man, becauſe he has no- 
thing of his own to be proud of; and 
to be proud of another's, ſhews want 
of wit and honeſty too. He did not 

R 2 only 
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only not make himſelf, but 1s born 
the nakedeſt and molt helpleſs of al- 
moſt all creatures, 
add to his days, or ſtature, or fo 
much as make one hair of his head 
white or black. He is fo abſolute. 
ly in the power of another, that, as 
I have often ſaid, he is at beſt but a 
tenant at will of the great Lord of 
all, holding life, health, ſubſtance, 
and every thing at his ſovereign diſ- 
poſal: and the more man enjoys, 
the leſs reaſon he has to be proud; 
becauſe he is the more indebted, and 
engaged to thankfulneſs and humi- 
lity. 

Wherefore avoid pride, as you 
would avoid the devil; remember- 
ing you muſt die, and conſequent!y 
thoſe things muſt die with you that 
could be any temptation to pride; 
and that there is a judgment fol- 
lows, at which you mult give an 2c- 
count, both for what you have en- 
joyed and done, 

| Sect, 2. 
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SeR. 2. From humility ſprings 
meekneſs. Of all the rare qualities 
of wiſdom, learning, valour, &c. 
with which Moſes was endued, he 
was denominated by his meekneſs: 
this gave the reſt a luſtre they muſt 
otherwiſe have wanted. The dif- 
ference is not great between theſe 
excellent graces; yet the Scripture 
obſerves ſome. God will teach the 
humble his way, and guide the meek 
in judgment. It ſeems to be humi- 
lity perfectly digeſted, and from a 
virtue become a nature. A meek 
man is one that is not eaſily pro- 
roked, yet eaſily grieved ; not pee. 
rich or teſty, but ſoft, gentle, and 
inoffenſive. O bleſſed will you be, 
my dear children, if this grace adorn 
vou! There are divers great and 
precious promiſes to the meek in 
Scripture. That God “ will clothe 
the meek with ſalvation; and bleſ- 
fed are they, for they ſhall inherit 

R 3 the 
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xviii. 3. and © a meek and quiet 


of the ſpirit, Gal. v. 22, 23. ex- 
horted to, Eph. iv. 2. Col. ui. 12, 
Tit. iii. 2. and many places more 
to the ſame effect. 

Sect. 3. Patience is an effect of 
a meek ſpirit, and flows from it: it 
is a bearing and ſuffering diſpoſi- 
tion; not cholerick or ſoon moved 
to wrath, or vindictive; but ready 
to hear and endure too, rather than 
be ſwift and haſty in judgment or 
action. Job is as much tamed for 
this, as was Moſes for the other 
virtue: without it there is no run - 
ning the Chriſtian race, or obtain- 


ing 


the earth, Pſal. xxxvii. 11. Matt. 
v. 5. Chriſt preiles it in his un 
example, Learn of me, for I am 
meek,” &c. Matt. xi. 29. And | 
requires his to become as little | 
children, in order to ſalvation, Matt, 


ſpirit is of great price with the 
Lord,” 1 Pet. iii. 4. It is a fruit | 
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ing the heavenly crown; without it 
there can be no experience of the 
work of God, Rom. v. 3, 4, 5. for 
patience worketh, ſaith the apoſtle, 
experience; and hope of an eternal 
recompenſe, for experience work- 
eth that hope. Therefore, ſays 
James, Let patience have its per- 
fect work, Jam. 1. 4. It is made 
the ſaints excellency; here is the 
patience of the ſaints, Rev. xui. 10. 
It is joined with the kingdom of 
Chriſt, Rev. i. 9. Read Luke xxi. 
19. In patience poſſeſs your 
ſouls.” Rom. xii. 12. xv. 4. 2 Cor. 
vi. 4. 1 Theſſ. v. 14. © Be patient 
towards all men,” "Tit. ii. 2. Heb. 
vi. 12. x. 36. which ſhews the ex- 
cellency and neceſſity of patience, 
as that does the true dignity of a 
man, It is wiſe, and will give you 
great advantage over thoſe you con- 
verſe with, on all accounts. For paſ- 
hon blinds men's eyes, and betrays, 
R 4 men's 
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men's weakneſs ; patience ſees the 
advantage, and improves it, Pati- 
ence enquires, deliberates, and brings 
to a mature judgment: through your 
civil as well as Chriſtian courſe, you 
cannot act wiſely and ſafely without 
it; therefore I recommend this bleſ- 
ſed virtue to you. 

Sect. 4. Shew mercy, W's ei 
itis in your power ; that is, forgive, 
pity, and help; for fo it ſigniſies. 
Mercy 1s one of the attributes of 
God, Gen. xix. 19. Exod. xx. 6, 
Pſal. Ixxxvi. 15. Jer. iii. 12. It 
1s exalted in ſcripture above all his 
works, and 1s a noble part of his 
image in man. God hath recom- 
mended it, Hoſ. x11, 6. „Keep 
mercy and judgment, and wait on 
the Lord.“ God hath ſhewn it to 
man, and made it his duty, Mic. 
vi. 8.“ He hath ſhewed thee, O 


man, What is good: and what doth 
the Lord require of thee, but to do 
juſtly, 
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juſtly, and to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly,““ or, to humble thy- 
ſelf to walk, with thy God? A ſhort 
but ample expreſſion of God's love, 
and man's duty; (happy are you if 
you mind it) in which you ſee mer- 
cy is one of the nobleſt virtues. 
Chriſt has a bleſſing for them that 
have it, “ Blefted are the merciful, 
Matt v. for they ſhall find mercy ;*? 
a ſtrong motive indeed. In Luke 
vi. 35, 36. he commands it. Be 
you merciful, as your Father is mer- 
citul ** He bids the Jews, that were 
ſo over-righteous, but ſo very un- 
merciful, learn what this meaneth: 
„ will have mercy, and not ſacri- 
ice,” Matt. ix. 13. He hit them 
in the eye. And in his parable of 
the lord and his ſervants, he ſnews 
what will be the end of the unmer- 
ciful ſteward, Matt. xviii. 34, 35. 
that having been forgiven much by 
his maſter, would not forgive a little 
o 
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to his fellow-ſervant. Mercy is a | 
great part of God's law, Exod. xxiii. 
It is a material part of God's 


4. 5. 


true faſt, Iſai. lviii. 6, 7. It is a 


main part of God's cov2nant, ler. 
And the 
reaſon and rule of the laſt judgment, 
Matt. xxv. 31. to the end: pray 
It is a part of the unde- 


XXX1. 34. Heb. viii. 12. 


read it» 
filed religion, Jam. 1. 27. iii. 17. 
Read Prov. xiv. 21, 22. 
merciful man's mercy reaches far- 
ther, even to his beaſt; then ſurely 
to man, his fellow-creature, ke ſhall 
not want it. Wherefore, I charge 
you, oppreſs nobody, man nor beat; 
Take no advantage upon the un- 
happy; pity the afflicted; make their 
caſe your own, and that of their 
wives and poor innocent children 
the condition of yours; and you 
cannot want ſympathy, bowels, for. 
giveneſs, nor a diſpoſition to help 
and ſuccour them to your ability, 
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Remember, it is the way for you to 
be forgiven and helped in time of 
trial, Read the Lord's prayer, 
Luke xi. Remember the nature 
and goodneſs of Joſeph to his breth- 
ren; follow the example of the good 
Samaritan; and let Edom's unkind- 
neſs to Jacob's ſtock, Obad. x. 16, 
and the heathen's to Iſrael, Zech. 1. 
21. ii. 8, 9. be a warning to you, 
Read alſo Prov. xxv. 21, 22. Rom. 
Xll. 19, 20. 

Sect. 5. Charity, is a near 
neighbour to mercy. It is general - 
ly taken to conſiſt in this, Not to be 
cenſorious, and to relieve the poor. 
For the firſt, remember you muſt be 
judged, Matt. vii. 1. And for the 
laſt, remember you are but ſtewards. 
judge not, therefore, leſt you be 
judged,” Be clear yourſelves, be- 
fore you fling the ſtone. Get the 
beam out of your own eye: it is 
humbling doctrine, but ſafe. Judge, 

therefore, 
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therefore, at your own peril; ſee it 


be righteous judgment, as you will 


anſwer it to the great judge. This 


part of charity alſo excludes whiſ- 
perings, backbiting, tale-bearing, 
evil-ſurmiſing : moit pernicious fol. 


lies and evils, of which beware. 


Read 1 Cor. x11, For the other 
part of charity, relieving the poor, 
it is a debt you owe to God: you 
have all you have or may enjoy, 
with the rent- charge upon it. The 
ſaying is, that he who gives to the 
poor, lends to the Lord; but it may 
be ſaid, not improperly, the Lord 
lends to us, to give to the poor. 
They are at leaſt partners by Pro- 
vidence with you, and have a right 
you muſt not defraud them of. You 
have this privilege, indeed, when, 
what, and to whom ; and yet, if 
you heed your guide, and obſerve 
the object, you will have a rule for 
that too, 
I recommended 
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I recommend little children, wi- 
dov/'s, infirm and aged ' perſons, 
chiefly to you ; ſpare ſomething out 
of your own belly, rather than let 
theirs go pinched. Avoid that great 
lin of needleſs expenſe on your per- 
ſons and on your houſes, while the 
poor are hungry and naked. My 
bowels have often been moved, to 
lee very aged and infirm people, 
but eſpecially poor helpleſs child- 
ren, he all night, in bitter weather, 
at the threſholds of doors in the 
open ſtreets, for want cf better lod- 
ging. I have made this reflection, 
If you were ſo expoſed, how hard 
would it be to endure !' The dif- 
ference between our condition and 
theirs, has drawn from me humble 
thanks to God, and great compaſ- 
hon, and ſome ſupply to thoſe poor 
creatures. Once more, Be good to 
the poor, What do I ſay? Be juſt 
to them, and you will be good to 
yourſelves : 
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yourſelves : think it your duty, and 


do it religioufly.. Let the moving | 


paſſage, Matt. xxv. 35. to the end, 
lire in your minds: “ I was an 
hbngry, and thirſty, and naked, ſick, 
and in priſon, and you adminiſtered 


unto me; and the bleſſing that 
followed: alſo what he ſaid to ano- 


ther ſort, I was an hungry, and 
thirſty, and naked, and ſick, and in 
priſon, and you adminiſtered not 
unto me ;** for a dreadful ſentence 
follows to the hard- hearted world. 
„ Woe be to them that take the 
poor's pledge,” Ezek. xvii. 12, 
13. or eat up the poor's right. Q 
-devour not their part! leſs, lay it 
out in vanity, or lay it up in bags, 
for it will curſe the reſt. Hear what 
the Pſalmiſt ſays, Pſal. xli. * Blel- 
ſed is he that conſidereth the poor, 
the Lord will deliver him in time of 
trouble : the Lord will preſerve and 
keep him alive, and he ſhall be = 
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ſed upon the earth: and thou wilt 
not deliver him into the will of his 
enemies. The Lord will ſtrengthen 
him upon the bed of languiſhing : 

thou wilt make all his bed in his 


ſick 
tered MY fickneſs.*” This is the reward of 
that being faithful Rewards and treaſur- 
ano- ers for the poor of the earth. Have 
and Ia care of excuſes, they are I know 
nd in ready at hand; but read Prov. iii. 
| not 27, 28. W ithhold not good from 
tence them ta whom it is due, when it 1s 
'orld, in the power of thine hand to do it. 
> the Y Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and 
12, come again, and to-morrow I will 
. OW give, when thou haſt it by thee.” 
ay it Y Alſo bear in mind Chriſt's doctrine, 
bags, Y Matt. v. 42. Give to him that 
what aſketh thee; and from him that 
Bleſ- Y would borrow of thee, turn not thou 
poor, N away.” But above all, remember 
me of the poor woman that gave her mite: 
e and which Chriſt preferred above all, 
bleſ. Y becauſe ſhe * all; but it was to 


God's 
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God's treaſury, Mark xii. 42, 43, 


Se. 6. Liberality, or bounty, is 
a noble quality in man, entertained 
of few, yet praiſed of all ; but the 
covetous diſlike it, becauſe it re- 
proaches their ſordidneſs. In this 
the differs from charity, that the has 
ſometimes other objects, and ex- 
ceeds in proportion: for ſhe will 
caſt her eye on thoſe that do not 
abſolutely want, as well as thoſe 
that do; and always outdoes necel- 
ſities and ſervices. She finds out 
virtue in a low degree, and exalts 
it. She eaſc5 their burden that la- 
bour hard to live: many kind and 
generous ſpells ſuch find. at her 
hand, that do not quite want, whom 
ſhe thinks worthy. . The decayed 
are ſure to hear of her. She takes 


one child, and puts out another, to 
lighten the load of overcharged pa- 
rents; more to the fatherleſs. She 
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ſhews the value of ſervices in her 
rewards; and is never debtor to 
kindneſſes ; but will be creditor on 
all accounts. Where another gives 
ſixpence, the liberal man gives his 
ſnilling; and returns double the 
tokens he receives. But liberality 
keeps temper too; ſhe is not extra- 
vagant any more than ſhe is ſordid: 

ſor ſhe hates niggard's feaſts as 
much as niggard's faſts: and as ſhe 
is free, and not ſtarched; fo ſhe is 
plentiful, but not ſuperfluous and 
extravagant. You will hear of her 
in all hiſtories, eſpecially in ſcrip- 
ture, the wiſeſt as well as beſt of 
books : her excellency and her re- 
ward are there. She is command- 
ed and commended, Deut. xv. 3, 
4, 7, 8. and Pfal. xxxvui. 21. 26. 
The righteous ſheweth mercy and 
giveth; and the good man is ever 
merciful and lendeth. He ſhews 
favour and lendeth, and diſperſeth 

8 abroad,” 
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abroad,” Pſal. cxii. 5. 9. © There 
is that ſcattereth, and yet increa- 
ſeth; and there is that withholdeth 
more than is meet, but it tendeth to 
poverty: the liberal ſoul ſhall be 
made fat, Prov. xi. 24, 25. 
„The bountiful eye ſhall be bleſ. 
ſed,” Prov. xxit. 9. Ie churl, 
and liberal man are deſcribed, and 
a promiſe to the latter, that his li- 
berality ſhall uphold him, Iſa. xxxu, 
7, 8. Chriſt makes it a part of his 
religion, and the way to be the 
children of the higheil ; read Luke 
vi. 34, 35+ to lend and not receive 
again, and this to enemies, as well 
as friends; yea, to the unthankful, 
and to the evil: no exception made, 
no excuſe admitted. The apoſtle 
Paul, 2 Cor. ix. 5. 10+ enjoins it, 
threatens the ſtrait-hand, and pro- 
miſes the open-hearted a liberal re. 
rd. 

1 therefore, my deu 
children, liberality is required of 
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you, God enabling of you, ſow not 
ſparingly nor grudgingly, but with 
a cheerful mind, and you ſhall not 
go without your reward ; though 
that ought not to be your motive. 
But avoid oſtentation, for that is 
uſing virtue to vanity, which will 
run you to profuſeneſs, and that to 
want; which begets greedineſs, and 
that avarice, the contrary extreme: 
as men may go weſtward till they 
come caſt, and travel till they, and 
thoſe they left behind them, ſtand 

antipodes, up and down, | 
Sect. 7. Juſtice, or righteouſ- 
neſs, is another attribute cf God, 
Deut. xxxii. 4. Pſal. ic. 7,8. v. 8. 
Dan. ix. 7. Of large extent in the 
life and duty of man, Be jail, 
therefore, in all things, to all: to 
Cod as your Creator; render to 
bim that which is his, your hearts; 
tor that acknowledgment he has re- 
lerved to himſelf, by which only you 
8 2 are 
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are intitled to the comforts of this, 
and a better life. And if he has 
your hearts, you have him for your 
treaſure, and with him all things re- 
quiſite to your felicity. Render 
alſo to Cæſar that which is his, law- 
ſul ſubjection; not for fear only, 
but conſcience- ſake; to parents, a 
filial love and obedience; to one 
another, natural affection; to all 
people, in doing as you would be 
done by. Hurt no man's name or 
perſon. Covet no man's property 
in any ſort. Conſider well of Da- 
vid's tenderneſs to Saul, when he 
ſought his life, to excite your duty; 
and Ahab's unjuſt covetouſneſs, and 
murder of Naboth, to provoke your 
abhorrence of injuſtice. David, 


though anointed king, took no ad- 
vantages : he believed, and there- 
fore did not make haſte ; but left 1 
to God to conclude Saul's reign 
for he would not haſten it: a right 
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method, and a good end; my dear 
children, God has ſhewn it you, and 
requires 1t of you. 

Remember the tenth command- 
ment: it was God that gave it, and 
will judge you by it. It compre- 
hends reſtitution as well as acquiſi- 
tion, and eſpecially the poor man's 
wages, Lev. xix. 13. Deut. xxiv. 
14, 15. Jer. xxü. 13. Amos v. Il. 
Mal. ut. 5. Samuel is a great and 
good example of righteouſneſs, 1 
Sam. xii. 3. He challenged the 
whole houſe of Iſrael : < Whom had 
he oppreſſed or defrauded ?*? The 
like did the apoſtle to the Corin- 
thians, 2 Cor. vii. 2. He exhort- 
ed the Chriſtians to be careful that 
they did not defraud, 1 Theſ. iv. 6. 
for this reaſon, that God was the 
avenger of the injured. But as bad 
as 1t was, there muſt be no going to 
aw = CE Chriſtians, 1 Cor. vi. 

To your utmoſt power, there- 
A 8 3 fore, 
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fore, owe no one any thing but 
love, and that in prudence, as well 


as righteouſneſs ;. for juſtice gives 


you reputation, and adds a bleſſing 
to your ſubſtance : it is the beſt ſe- 
curity you can have fon it. 


I will cloſe this head with a few 


ſcriptures to each branch. Jo your 
ſuperiors: © Submit to every ordi- 
nance of man for the Lord's fake,” 
1 Pet. ii. 13. Obey thoſe that 
have rule over you,“ Heb. xili. 17. 
Speak not evil of dignities,“ 
Jude vin, 2 Pet. ii. 10. My ſon, 
fear chou the Lord and the King, 
and meddle not with them that are 
given to change, Prov. xxiv. 21. 
To your parents: Honour your 
father and your mother, that the 
days may be long in the land which 
the Lord your God ſhall give you,” 
Exod. xx. 12. Children, obey 
your parents; it 1s the firſt com- 
mand with promiſe,” Epheſ. vi. 1, 
| 2. Great 
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r. Great judgments follow thoſe 
that diſobey this law, and defraud 
their parents of their due: Who- 
ſo robbeth his father or his mother, 
and faith it is no tranſgreſſion, the 
ſame is the companion of a deſtroy- 
er,” Prov. xxviii. 24. or ſuch 
would deſtroy their parents if they 
could. It is charged by the pro- 
phet Ezekiel upon Jeruialem, as a 
mark of her wicked ſtate: In 
thee have thy princes ſet lightly by 
father and mother, oppreſſed ſtran- 
gers, and vexed fatherleſs and wi- 
dows,”” Ezek. xxii 6, 7. 

To thy neighbour: hear what 
God's ſervants taught. To do 
juſtice and judgment, is more ac- 
ceptable to the Lord than ſacrifice,” 
Prov. xxi- 3. Divers weights 
and meaſures are alike abomination 
unto the Lord,” Levit. xix. 36. 
Deut. xxv. 13 to 16. incluſive. 
Prov. xi. 1. xx. 10. 23. Read 
84 Prov. 
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Prov. xxii. 16. 22, 23 Kxiii. 10, 
11, Peruſe the fixth of Micah: 
alſo Zech. viii. 16, 17. and eſpe- 
cially the fifteenth Pſalm, as a ſhort, 
but full meaſure of life, to give ac- 
ceptance with God. 

I have ſaid but little to you of 
diſtributing juſtice, or being juſt in 
power or government ; for I ſhould 
deſire you may never be concerned 
thereih, unleſs it were upon your 
own principles ; and then the leſs 
the better, unleſs God require it 
from you. But if it ever be your 
lot, know no man after the fleſh; 
know neither rich nor poor, great 
nor ſmall, nor kindred, nor ftran- 
ger; but the cauſe, according to 
your 1 and conſcience, 
and that upon deliberate inquiry 
and information. Read Exod. xxiii. 
from. 1 to 10. Deut. 1. 16, 17. 
XVI. 19, 20. XXIV, 17. 2 SAM. xxiii. 
3. Jer. xxii. 3, 4. Prov. XX1V+ 23» 

3 Lam. 
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Lam. iii. 35, 36. Hoſ. xii. 6. Amos 
vii. 4.5. 6, 7, 8. Teph. i. 3. 
ii. 1. 3. Zech. vu. 9, 10. Jer. v. 
4» 5, 6. viii 6, 7. which ſhew both 
God's commands and complaints, 
and man's duty in authority ; which, 
as I ſaid before, wave induſtriouſly 
at all times; for privacy 1s freed 
from the clamour, danger, incum- 
brance, and temptation, that attend 
ſtations in government: never med- 
dle with it, but for God's ſake. 
Sect. 8. Integrity, is a great and 
commendable virtue. A man of 
integrity is a true man, a bold man, 
and a ſteady man; he is to be truſt- 
ed and relied upon; no bribes can 
corrupt him, no fear daunt him; 
his word is flow in coming, but 
ſure; he ſhines brighteſt in the fire, 
and his friend hears of him moſt 
when he moſt needs him. His cou- 
rage grows with danger, and con- 
quers oppoſition by conſtancy. — 
| e 
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ke cannot be flattered or frighted 
into that he diſlikes, ſo he hates flat- 
tery and temporizing in others, 
He runs with the truthggnd not with 
the times; with right, and not with 
might. His rule is ſtraight; ſoon 
ſeen, but ſeldom followed : 1t hath 
done great things. It was integ- 
rity preferred Abel's offering, tran- 
lated Enoch, ſaved Noah, raiſed 
Abraham to be God's friend; and 
father of a great nation ; reſcued Lot 
out of Sodom, bleſſed and increaſed 
Jacob, kept and exalted Joſeph, 
upheld and reſtored Job, honoured 
Samuel before Iſrael, crowned Da- 
vid over all difficulties, and gave 
Solomon peace and glory, while he 
kept it : it was this preſerved Mor- 
decai and his people, and ſo ſignally 
defended Daniel among the lions, 
and the children in the flames, that 
it drew from the greateſt king upon 
earth, and an heathen too, a moſt 
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pathetical confeſſion to the power 
and wiſdom of the God that ſaved 
them, and which they ſerved. Thus 
is the ſcripture fulfilled : «© The 
mtegrity of the upright ſhall guide 
them,“ Prov. xi. O my dear 
children! fear, love, and obey this 
great, holy, and unchangeable God: 

and you ſhall be happily guided, 

and preſerved through your pilgri- ; 
mage to eternal glory. 

Set. 9. Gratitude, or thank- 
fulneſs, 15 another virtue of great 
luſtre, and ſo eſteemed with God, and 
all good men: it 15 an owning of 
benefits received, to their honour 
and ſervice that confer them. It is, 


indeed a noble ſort of juſtice, and 4 


might, in a ſenſe, be referred as a 
branch to that head; with this dif- 
ference though, that, ſince benefits 
exceed juſtice, the tie is greater to 
be grateful, than to be juſt; and 
— there is ſomething — 

er 
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ſer, and more reproachful, in ingra- 
titude - than injuſtice. So that, 
though you are not obliged, by legal 
bonds or judgments, to reſtitution 
with due intereſt, your virtue, ho- 


nour, and humanity, are naturally 


pledges for your thankfulneſs; and 
by how much the leſs you are under 
external ties, eſteem your inward 
ties ſo much the ſtronger. Thoſe 


that can break them, would know no 


bounds : for, make it a rule to you, 
the ungrateful would be unjuſt too, 
but for fear of the law. Always 
OWN, therefore, the benefits you re- 
ceive; and then, to chooſe when they 
may moſt honour or ſerve thoſe that 
conferred them. Some have lived 
to need the favours they have done ; 
and ſhould they be put to aſk, where 


they ought to be invited? No mat- 


ter if they have nothing to ſhew for 

it; they ſhew enough when they 

ihew themſelves to thoſe they have 
obliged ; 
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bbliged ; and ſuch ſee enough to 
induce their gratitude, when they 
ſee their benefactors in adveriity ; 
the leſs law, the more grace, and the 
ſtronger tie. It is an evangelical 
virtue, and works, as faith does, 
only by love: in this it exactly re- 
ſembles a Chriſtian ſtate. We are 
not under the law, but under grace; 
and it is by grace, and not by me- 
rit, that we are ſaved. But are our 
obligations the lefs to God, that he 
heaps his favours ſo undeſervedly 
upon us? ſurely no. It is the like 
here: That which we receive is 
not owed or compelled, but freely 
given; ſo no tie but choice : a vo- 
luntary goodneſs without bargain or 
condition; but has this there ore no 


ſecurity? Yes, certainly, the great- 


eſt ; a judgment-writ, and acknow- 
ledged in the mind : he 1s his to the 
altar with a good conſcience ; but 


how long? As long as he lives. 
The 
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The characters of gratitude, like 
thoſe of friendſhip, are only defaced 
by death, elie indelible, © A friend 
loveth at all times, ſays Solomon, 
Prov. xvii. 17. xxvii. 10. And 


„ thine own friend, and thy fa- 


ther's friend, forſake not. It is 
injuſtice, which makes gratitude a 
precept. There are three ſorts of 
men that can hardly be grateful : 
the fearful man, for in danger he 
loſes his heart, with which he ſhould 
help his friend ; the proud man, for 
he takes that virtue for a reproach: 
he that unwillingly remembers he 
owes any thing to God, will not rea- 
dily remember he 1s beholden to 
man. Hittory lays it to the charge 


of ſome of this ſort of great men, 
that, uneaſy to ſee the authors of 
their greatneſs, they have not been 
quiet, till they have accompliſhed 
the ruin of thoſe that raiſed them, 
Laſtly, the covetous man is as ill at 
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it as the other two: his gold has 
ſpoiled his memory, and will not let 
him dare be grateful, though per- 
haps he owes the beſt part, at leaſt 
the beginning of it, to another's fa- 
vour. As there is nothing more 
unworthy in a man, ſo nothing in 
man ſo frequently reproached in 
ſcripture. How often does God 
put the Jews in mind for their for- 
getfulnets, and unthankfulneſs for 
the mercies and favours they re- 
ceived from him? Read Deut. 
XXX1l. 15. © Jeſurun waxed fat, 
and kicked againſt God, grew un- 
mindful, forgot and forſook his 
rock, that had done mighty things 
for him.” Thus Moſes, Deut. 
xxxi. 16, 17. Alſo Judges x. 11, 
12, 13. and 1 Sam. vii 8. David 
likewiſe, in his Ixxviii. cv. cvi. 
Pfalms, gives an hiſtory of God's 
love to Iſrael, and their ingratitude. 


So Ifa. xvii, 1 to 11. Likewiſe 
Jer, 


_ — 
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Jer. ii. 31, 32, v. 7 to 20. xv. 6. 
xvi. 10, 11, 12. 20, 21. xvili. 15. 
Hoſ. viii. 9. It is a mark of apoſ- 


tacy from Chriſtianity, by the apoſ- 


tle, 2 Tim. iii. 2. 

Sect. 10. Diligence, is another 
virtue, uſeful and laudable among 
men: it is a diſcreet and under- 
ſtanding application of one's ſelf to 
bufineſs ; and avoids the extremes 
of idleneſs and drudgery. It gives 
great advantages to men: it loſes no 
time, it conquers diiiculties, reco- 
vers diſappointments, gives diſ- 
patch, ſupplies want of parts; and 1s 
that to them, which a pond is to a 
ſpring : though it has no water of 
itſelf, it will keep what it gets, and 
is never dry. Though parts have 
the heels, this has the wind ; and 
often wins the prize. Nor does it 


only concern handicrafts and bodily 
affairs; the mind is alſo engaged; 
and grows foul, ruſty, and diltem- 

pered 
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5 


pered without it. It belongs to you, 


taroughout your whole man; be no 
more ſauntering in your minds than 
in your bodies. And if you would 
have the full benefit of this virtue, 
do not baulk it by a confuſed mind. 
Shun diverſions; think only of the 
preſent buſineſs till that be done. 
Be buſy to purpoſe ; for a buſy man, 
and a man of buſineſs, are two dif- 
ferent things. Lay your matters 
right, and diligence ſucceeds them, 
elie pains 15 loſt. How laborious 
are ſome to no purpoſe? Conſider 
your end well, ſuit your means to it, 
and then diligently employ them, 
and you will arrive where you would 
be, with God's bleſſing. Solomon 
praiſes diligence very highly : firſt, 
it is the way to wealth: The di- 
ligent hand makes rich, Prov. x. 
4. © The foul of the diligent ſhall 
be made fat,” chap. xiii. 4. There 
's a promiſe to it, and one of ano- 


ther 
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ther ſort to the ſluggard, chap. xxiii. 
21. Secondly, it prefers men, xxii. 
29. © Seeſt thou a man diligent in 
his buſineſs, he ſhall ſtand before 
kings.” Thirdly, it preſerves an 
eſtate : © Be thou diligent to know 
the ſtate of thy Hocks, and look well 
to thy herds ; for riches are not for 
ever. Prov. xxvii. 23, 24. There 
is no living upon the principal, you 
muſt be diligent to preſerve what 
you have, whether 1t be acquiſition 
or inheritance, elſe it will conſume, 
In ſhort, the wife man adviles, 
« Whatſoever thy hand finds to do, 
do it with thy might,“ Eccl. ix. 10. 
As it mends a temporal ftate, no 
ſpiritual one can be got or kept 
without it. Moſes earneſtly preſſes 
it upon the Iſraelites, Deut. iv. 9. 
and vi. 7. The apoſtle Paul com- 


mends it in the Corinthians, and 
Titus to them for that reaſon, 2 Cor. 
viii. 7. 22. So he does Timothy 
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to the Philippians on the ſame ac- 
count, and urges them to work out 
their ſalvation, Phil. ii. 12, 20, 21. 
Peter alſo exhorts the churches to 
that purpoſe: Wherefore the ra- 
ther, brethren, ſays he, give dili- 
gence to make your calling and 
election ſure; for if you do theſe 
things, you ſhall never fall, 2 Pet. 
i. 10. and in chap. iii. 13, 14. 
* V/herefore, beloved, ſeeing you 
look tor ſuch things (the end of the 
world and laſt judgment) be dilt- 
gent that you may be found of him 
in peace, without ſpot, and blame- 
leſs.” Thus diligence is an ap- 
proved virtue : but remember, that 
it is a reaſonable purſuit or execu- 
tion of honeſt purpoſes ; and not an 
over-charging or oppreſſive proſe- 
cution to mind or body, of moſt law- 
ful enterprizes. Abuſe it not there- 
fore to ambition or avarice. Let 
neceility, Charity, and conveniency 
4 govern 
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govern it, and 1t will be well em: 
ployed, and you may expect proiſ- 
perous returns. 

Sect. 11. Frugality is a virtue 
too, and not of little uſe in life; the 
better way to be rich, for it has leſs 
toil and temptation. It is prover- 
bial, a penny ſaved is a penny got: 
it has a ſignificant moral ; for this 
way of getting is more in your own 
power, and leſs ſubject to hazard, as 
well as ſnares, free of envy, void of 
{uits, and is before-hand with cala- 
mities. . For many get that cannot 
keep, and for want of frugality 
ſper d what they get, and ſo come to 
want what they have ſpent. But 
have a care of the extreme: want 
not with abundance, for that is ava- 
rice, even to ſordidneſs. It is fit 
you conſider children, age, and ca- 
jualties, but never . prete:.4 thoſe 
taings to palliate and gratify cove- 
touſneſls. As I would have you li- 
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beral, but not prodigal; and dili- 
gent, but not drudging ; ſo I would 
have you frugal, but not ſordid. 
[f you can, lay up one half of your 
income for thoſe 4 in which let 
charity have at leaſt the ſecond con- 
ſideration; but not J udas's, for that 
was in the wrong place. 

Sect. 12. Temperance I moſt 
earneſtly recommend to you through- 
out the whole courſe of your life: 
it is numbered amongſt the fruits wo 
the ſpirit, Gal. v. 23. and is a grea 
and requiiite virtue, Properly — 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, it refers to diet; 
but, in general, may be conſidered 
as having relation to all the affec- 
tions and practices of men. I will 
therefore begin with it in regard to 
food, the ſenſe in which it is cuſto- 

narily taken. Eat to live, and not 
"i to eat, for that's below a beaſt. 
Avoid curioſities and provocations 
let your chiefeſt ſauce be a good 
s . itomach, 
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ſtomach, which temperance will help 
to get you. You cannot be too 
plain in your diet, ſo you are clean; 
nor too ſparing, ſo you have enough 
for nature. For that wiuch keeps 
the body low, makes the ſpirit clear, 
as ſilence makes it ſtrong. It con- 
duces to good digeſtion, that to 
good reſt, and that to a firm conſti- 
tation. Much leſs feaſt any, ex- 
c2pt the poor; as Chriſt taught, 
Luke xiv. 12, 13. for entertain- 
ments are rarely without fin ; but 
receive ſtrangers readily. As in 
diet, ſo in apparel, obſerve, I charge 
you, an exemplary plainneſs. Chuſe 
your clothes for their uſefulneſs, not 
the faſhion ; and for covering, and 
not ſinery, or to pleaſe a vain mind 
in yourſelves or others : they are 
fallen ſouls that think clothes can 
give beauty to man. The life is 
more than raiment, Matt. vi. 25. 
Man cannot mend God's work, who 
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can give neither life nor parts. 


They ſhew little eſteem for the wiſ- 
dom and power of their Creator, 
that under-rate his workmanſhip 
(I was going to (ay, his image) to 
a taylor's invention : groſs folly and 
profanity ! But do you, my dear 
children, call to mind who they 
were of old, that Jeſus ſaid, took ſo 
much care about what they ſhould 
eat, drink, and put on: were they 
not Gentiles, Heathens, a people 
without God in the world? Read 
Mat. vi. and when you have done 
that, peruſe thoſe excellent paſlages 
of the apoſtles Paul and Peter, 1 
Tim. ii. 9, 10. and 1 Pet. uw. 3. 
5. where, if you find the exhorta- 
tion to women only, conclude it was 
effeminate, and a ſhame then for 
men to uſe ſuch arts and coſt upon 
their perſons. Follo you the ex- 
ample of thoſe primitive Chriſtians, 
and not voluptuous Gentiles that 

T4 perverted 
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perverted the very order of things: : 
for they ſet luſt above nature, and 
the means above the end, and pre- 
ferred vanity to conveniency ; a 
wanton exceſs that has no ſenſe of 
God's mercies, and therefore can- 
not make a right uſe of them, and, 
leſs yield the returns they deſerve, 
In ſhort, theſe intemperances are 
great enemies to health and to poſte- 
rity ; for they diſeaſe the body, rob 
children, and diſappoint charity, and 
are of evil example ; very catching, 
as well as pernicious evils. - Nor do 
they end there; they are ſucceeded 
by other vices, which made the 
apoſtle put them together in his 
epiſtle to the Galatians, chap. v. 20, 
21. 'The evil fruits of this part of 
intemperance are ſo many and great, 
that upon a ſerious reflection, I be- 
heve there is not a country, town, 
or family, almoſt, that does not la- 
bour under the miſchief of it. I 
recommend 
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recommend to your peruſal the firſt 


part of No Croſs No Crown, and of 


the Addreſs to Proteſtants, in which 
am more particular in my cenſure 
of it; as are the authorities I bring 
in favour of moderation. But the 
virtue of temperance does not only 
regard eating, drinking, and ap- 
parel, but furniture, attendance, ex- 
penſe, gain, parſimony, buſineſs, 
diverſion, company, ſpeech, ſleep- 


ing, watchings; and every paſſion 


of the mind, love, anger, pleaſure, 
joy, ſorrow, reſentment, are all con- 
cerned in it: therefore bound your 
deſires, learn your wills ſubjection, 
take Chriſt for your example, as 
well as guide. It was he that led 
and taught a life of faith in Provi- 
dence, and told his diiciples the 
danger of the cares and pleaſures of 
this world; they choked the ſeed of 
the kingdom, ſtifled and extinguiſh- 
ed virtue in the ſoul, and rendered 
man 
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man barren of good fruit, His ſer- 


mon upon the mount is one conti- 
nued divine authority in favour of 
an univerſal - temperance. The a- 
poſtle, well aware of the neceſſity of 
this virtue, gave the Corinthians a 
ſeaſonable caution, © Know ye not,” 
ſays he, © that they which run in a 
c race, run all, but one receiveth 
ce the prize? So run, that ye may 
« obtain, And every man that 
« ſtriveth for maſtery,” (or ſeeketh 
victory) “ is temperate in all things :” 
(he acts diſcreetly, and with a right 
judgment.) Now, they do it to 
e obtain a corruptible crown, but 
ce we an incorruptible. I therefore 
ce ſo run, as not uncertainly ; fo fight 
« ], not as one that beateth the air; 
ce but I keep under my body, and 
ce bring it into ſubjection; leſt that 
« by any means, when | have preach- 
«ed to others, I myſelf ſhould be- 


„come a caſtaway,“ 1 Cor. ix. 24 
to 


10 
ſes 
ene 


44 


cc t 
cc \ 
wa 
cc t 
1 
«c J 
«c v 
all 

giv 
ſait 
cc p 
=, 
Vil, 
pre! 
war 
ſobe 
not 
C10U 
mak 


pat; 


ſer- 
onti- 
ur of 
le a- 
ty of 
ans a 
not,“ 
in a 
iveth 
may 

that 
keth 
gs:“ 
right 
it to 
but 
efore 
fight 
air; 
and 
that 
ach- 


1 be- 


Co 24 
do 


FATHER'S LOVE. 93 


to 27. In another chapter he preſ- 
ſes the temperance almoſt to indiffer- 
ency : © But this I fay, brethren, 
the time is ſhort; it remaineth 
« then, that both they that have 
« wives, be as though they had 
« none; and thoſe that weep, as 
« though they wept not; and they 
« that rejoice, as though they re- 
« joiced not; and they that uſe this 
* world, as not abuſing it.” And 
all this is not without reaſon ; he 
gives a very good one for it:“ for,” 
ſaith he, © the faſhion of this world 
« paſſeth away: but I would have 
« you without carefulneſs, 1 Cor. 
Vit. 29. 32. It was for this cauſe he 
preſſed it ſo hard upon Titus to 
warn the elders of that time to be 
ſober, grave, temperate ; Tit. ii 2. 
not eager, violent, obſtinate, tena- 
cious, or inordinate in any ſort. He 
makes it an indiſpenſable duty in 
paſtors of churches, that they be 
«© not 
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tc not ſelf-willed, ſoon angry, given 
to wine or filthy lucre; but lovers 
* of hoſpitality, of good men, _— 
juſt, holy, ee Tie . 
and why fo? becauſe againſt theſe 
excellent virtues there is no law, 
Gal. v. 23. 

I will ſhut up this head, being 


touched upon in divers places of 


this advice, with this one moſt com- 
prehenſive paſſage of the apoſtle, 
Philip. iv. 5. « Let your moderation 
be known unto all men, for the Lord 
is at hand.” As if he had faid, 
Take heed, look to your ways, have 
a care what ye do; for the: Lord is 
near you, even at the door: he ſees 
you, he marks your ſteps, tells your 
wanderings, and he will judge you. 
Let this excellent, this home and 
cloſe ſentence live in your minds: 

let it ever dwell upon your ſpirits, 
my beloved children, and influence 
all your actions, ay, your ur 
an 


theſe 
law, 


being 
es of 
com- 
oftle, 
ation 
Lord 
ſaid, 
have 
rd is 
ſees 
your 
you. 

and 
nds: 
its, 


ence 
tians 
and 
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and thoughts, It is a noble mea- 
{ure, ſuthcient to regulate the whole; 
they that have 1t are eaſy as well as 
ſafe. No extreme prevails ; the 
world is kept at arm's end; and 
inch have power over their own 
ſpirits, which gives them the trueſt 
enjoyment of themſelves and what 
they have: a dominion greater than 
that of empires. O may this virtue 
be yours! You have grace from 
God for that end, and it is ſuffi- 
cient ; employ it, and you cannot 
mils of temperance, nor therein of 
the trueſt happineſs in all your con- 
uct, 

Sect. 13. I have choſen to ſpeak 
in the language of the ſcriptures 
which is that of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Spirit of Truth and Wiſdom, that 
wanted no art or direction of man 
to ſpeak by, and expreſs itſelf fitly 
to man's underſtanding. But yet 
that bleſſed principle, the Eternal 
| Word, 
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Word, I begun with to you, and cip 
which is that Light, Spirit, Grace, vir 
and Truth, I have exhorted you to lib 
in all its holy appearances or mani- M. 
feſtations in yourſelves, by which liv 
all things were at firſt made, and rio 
men enlightened to ſalvation, is Py- ing 
thagoras's great Light and Salt of tar 
Ages; Anaxagoras's divine Mind ; int 
Socrates's good Spirit; Timæus's er, 


unbegotten Principle, and Author of by 
all Light; Hieron's God in Man; ob 
Plato's eternal, ineffable and perfect dec 
Principle of Truth; Zeno's Maker 15. 
and Father of all; and Plotin's Root law 


of the Soul ; who, as they qus ſtiled wit 
the Eternal Word, ſo the appearance ady 
of it in man, wanted not very ſigni- the 


ficant words, A domeſtick God, or bec 
God within, ſay Hieron, Pythago- 
ras, Epictetus, and Seneca; Genius, 
Angel, or Guide, ſay Socrates and 
Timæus; the Light and Spirit of 
God, ſays Plato; the divine Prin- 

ciple 


, and 
Trace, 
Ou to 
nani- 
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s Py- 
alt of 
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Man; 
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ciple in Man, fays Plotin; the di- 
vine Power and Reaſon, the infal- 
lible immortal Law in the Minds of 
Men, ſays Philo; and the Law and 
living Rule of the Mind, the inte- 
rior Guide of the Soul, and everlaſt- 
ing Foundation of Virtue, ſays Plu- 
tarch. Of which you may read more 
in the firſt part of the Chriſtian Quak- 
er, and in the Confutation of Atheiſm 
by Dr. Cudworth. Theſe were ſome 
orf thoſe virtuous Gentiles, commen- 
ded by the apoſtle, Rom. ii. 13, 14, 
15. that though they had not the 
law given to them, as the Jews had, 
with thoſe inſtrumental helps and 
advantages, yet, doing by nature 
the things contained in the law, they 
became a law unto themſelves, 


WILLIAM PENN, 
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